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1.0. AUDRI D¢ qRYUWRt WEt t+ JUqRE¢

Recreation is leisure, exercise, sports, and fun during free time and is ar
indispensable part of human health and well being. Recreation facilities and
programs directly improve human health and have added economic, social, and
environmental benefits. Planning for public recreation has unmatched benefits
for overall community sustainability and quality of life. A complete parks and
recreation system designed to meet the needs of the people it serves is
essential to the quality of life and community strength, providing attractive
public resources for recreation, fitness, wellness, relaxation, and play for the
community and visitors alike.

In Santa Barbara County, approximately 2,200 acres are protected as public
parkland and 655,000 acresare protected as public open space by a range of
agencies, including 2,740 acres maintained by the County of Santa Barbara
Community Services Department, Parks DivisiofCounty Parks;see Chapter3.0,

Existing Parks and Trailsc @ M * ) -9 _ - _ *¢2 0

conserve open land uses, which play a critical role in the region's environmental

guality, water quality, and energy conservation and support species habitat,

among other benefits. Recreationfacilities provide important economic benefits
to Santa Barbara County residents from both local activities (e.g., sports
tournaments) and tourism. Planning for parks, recreation, and trails in Santa
Barbara County benefits everyone in permanent, wideranging ways. Investing
in parks, recreation facilities, and trails means not only meeting current and
future recreation needs but also forging economic vitality, community

sustainability, and resilience. Strong connections exist between recreation assets and their impact on local and regional
economies, public health, natural resource conservation, and community sustainability and resilienc&ark projects preserve

public land for outdoor recreation and play while conserving and restoring ecological functionFigure 1- 1).

St J i b R o e ey PR
The Recreation Master Plan identifies needs
for new and improved parks such as sports
fields and courtsto support youth sports.
Photo: Independent

County Parksprovides, protects, and enhances parks, recreation, and trails in the unincorporated areas of Santa Barbara

*¢2 x°g *¢2 x° | - | ®E -t ®t¢ t® ¢ h-I1 _+x1 _ | ~_ _rl ion®2®x _t
facilities that ofq | - _}} 2l ¢2} | ts| ¢aag¢-+2 tzx° ¢ | r2}¢-lu @} _©°ou0 ||
resources, consistent with responsible environmental stewardship and resilience. County Parks also partners with other
agencies and organizations tosupport high- quality recreation for all in Santa Barbara County including local cities, special

districts, and the State of California.
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Figurel-1.

ASanta Barbara County's parks
and trails support a wide range
of active and passive recreation.

APhysical activity helps ensure
community health and wellbeing.

ACommunity health is a key
component in maintaining a high
quality of life.

AHigh quality parks, recreation,
and trails enhance community
health for county residents now
and in the future.

ASports fields, courts, gyms, pools,
and other active recreation
facilities support youth and adult
sports leagues and recreational
play.

ATrails are a low-impact way to
keep people active and provide
access to the natural world,
which has innumerable benefits
for physical and mental health.

Key Benefits of Recreation Planning in Santa Barbara County

AThe county's coastline,
mountains, parks, and trails
attract residents and visitors.

ACounty recreation lands generate
roughly $725 million to $1.5
billion in annual economic
activity from visitation, and
roughly $41 million to $66 million
annually in recreation benefits to
residents (Appendix E).

ADemand for parks, recreation,
and trails is projected to grow
and diversify.

APlanned properly, the demand for
recreation can be a strong
foundation for the economic
wellbeing of the county.

AHigh- quality facilities can
generate revenue through user
fees and local economic activity.

Chapter 1.0: Recreation is Essential

Natural Resources &

Climate Resilience

AParks preserve open space,
natural vegetation, and local
water quality.

ASanta Barbara County has parks,
trails, rural lands, beaches,
mountains, native California
habitats, and pristine coastline
that make the county a very
special place.

AThese resources support outdoor
recreation while preserving and
enhancing the county's diverse
natural resource values.

AParks can include cooling and
warming facilities during extreme
weather days.

AParks can support clean energy
infrastructure integrated with
recreation facilities, including
solar rooftops and carports,
electric vehicle charging stations,
and battery storage sites.
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A Goals of the Recreation Master Plan for Santa Barbara County

The Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan (Recreation Mastel = AT
Plan) is a strategic long-term planning document that assesses the = P ma
need for parks, recreation, and trails in Santa Barbara County and {on
guides* ¢2 *° | - | ®E h_2at+ } a} t t ¢

least the next 20 years. In addition, it is a resource for other agencies |
to inform priorities and needs for parks, recreation, and trails
countywide. While the Recreation Master Plan is a County plan, it also |
provides vision, direction, conext, and recommendations for County
Parks to substantially improve the countywide recreation system in
partnership with other public agenciesand private organizations. The
potential for funding, interagency coordination, public private
partnerships, and increased efficiencyfor planned park, recreation, and
trail projectsisl s _ hlj £s-¢2rs +£s] LI h-|
The goal of the Recreation Master Plan is to enhance the quality of life
and leisure experience for Santa Barbara County resides of all ages.
The Recreation Master Plan will guide recreation planning in the county
toward the following outcomes:

The Recreatioﬁ Master Plan provides a longange
vision and planning tools for recreation improvements
through 2050. Photo: United Boys & Girls Club

No. 1.Establish a long-range vision.

The Recreation Master Plan provides an action plan, implementation
strategy, and recommendations for nearterm (5 to 10 years) and long
term (10-20 years) recreation projects and funding strategies for
capital improvements.

No. 2. Assess current and future recreation needs of the community.

As communities change and populations grow, so should parks and recreation systems. The County's recreation needs were
last comprehensively assessed in 1980 as part of the Comprehensive Plan. The Recreation Master Plan updates this assessment
to support long-term resource allocation.
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No. 3.Promote new ideas and partnerships.

Through collaborative efforts with community partners, public agencies, and private proponents, the County can help realize
new and innovative ideas to help meet diverse recreation needs.

No. 4.Establish a strong foundation for funding pursuits.

Often, grant applications and funding strategies require an approved plan, usually developed through a public engagement
process. The Recreation Master Plan provides planning support, as well as environmental review in compliance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

No. 5.Create recreational value within existing public lands.

Recreation facilities within underutilized public open spaces present a key opportunity to accommodate recreation needs in
areas where projected population growth is anticipated.

No. 6.Plan for sustainable recreation.

The Recreation Master Plan considers equitable access to parks and trails, active transportation connectivity, lowmpact
facilities, and economically balanced public infrastructure investments.

No. 7.Build community engagement, education, and support.

A robust community outreach program to develop the Recreation Master Plan creates ongoing engagement and support for
funding and implementation strategies on an ongoing basis.

To achieve these goals, theRecreationMaster Plan was developed through five major steps Figure 1- 2):
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Figure 1- 2.
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B. Community Engagement & Outreach

By their nature, public parks, recreation facilities, and trails are for |
everyone, regardless of age, income, race/ethnicity, language, or |
abilities. This philosophy ensures everyone has access to and feel
welcome in public recreational spaces and placesEquitable access to
recreation helps support sustainable communities, providing
opportunities for play, leisure, exercise, and access to the outdoors to
benefit community health and social well being.

The planning process for the Recreation Master Plan kicked off in July
2019 with a Santa Barbara County Recreation Summit, where
recreational stakeholdersfrom acrossthe county, as well as state and
federal officials, convenedto explore collaboration between groups
and explain the RecreationMaster | } _ rolE i® regional recreation
planning. A Steering Committee was formed to provide early input
about the purpose, intent, and opportunities for the Recreation
Master Plan, including guidance on equitable ad inclusive
community engagement. Building from this energy and momentum
the County implemented an unprecedented outreach effort to directly
connect with communities throughout Santa Barbara CountyEquitable
and inclusive community engagement that reaches a diversity of
representative groups is central to recreation planningto meet the
needs of all people. To create opportunities for as many people as
possible to participate in the recreation planning process, the County
fostered over two years of creaive, adaptive, and diverse outreach
techniques directly in communities throughout the county.Between
2021 and 2022, County Parks conducted a robust public outreack
program (POP) consisting of a diverse and innovative community & ki |
engagement toolbox. The input and feedback received through nearly The COVIBEN 2 _ j I ~t h he¢2}j E
8,000 recreation surveys and 86 meetings and workshopslirectly =~ Master Plan! The community engagement team took
informed the recreation needs assessmentand planning for the outreach outdoors, conducting inperson pop-up
Recreation Master Plan.The Countymaximized participation from all  events at parks, trailheads, and community gathering
communities, as well as targeted input for underserved and places to gather direct input and promote
underrepresented peoplewith five objectives (Figure 1- 3): participation in recreation planning.

The Recreation Master Plan is informed by input from
community members who needs outdoor play and
sports the most! Photo: Santa Barbara County

Promotores
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Figurel1l-3. Objectives of the Public Outreach Program

No. 1.Hear as many voices as possible.

Community starts at the park, and that's why the County set out to engage directly with the community about the
Recreation Master Plan. Through 86 outreach events and ongoiragvertising, the County collected nearly 8,000 recreation
surveys and recorded direct input from hundredsif not thousands, of county residents of all ages.

No. 2. Adapt to changing conditions

The County adapted to new information, effective technologies, and emerging opportunities, including the COVAD9
public health restrictions, to transition from a traditional outreach model of large in- person workshops at a community
gathering location to a hybrid model with small, distributed pop-ups in outdoor settings. In-person pop- ups and
workshops allowed the recreation planning team to engage the community faceto-face. This approach fostered
unprecedented participation and input. The input was recoded via recreation surveys. The County extensively advertised
the surveys and community events with digital and print materials.

No. 3.Ensure all community members can participate

The County sought input from communities that areunderservedby parks, recreation, and trails and/or underrepresented
in local planning processes due to barriers to participation (e.g., language, technology, location) by providing inclusive
environments and equitable opportunities for participation. Multi- lingual outreach events were strategically located in
parks, at trailheads, and at community events, such adarmers' markets, to ensure the recreation planning team was
meeting people in their own commurnties. By engaging directly with community members in local parks and popular
events, the recreation planning team removed barriers to access and supportedquitable and widespread participation.

No. 4.Involve recreation leaders

The County engaged a steering committee ofocal recreation planners and community advocateso guide the planning
process, make interagency connections, and promote participation. The steering committee includes representatives fronm
all cities and recreation special districts, plus recreation advocates. The steering committee convened as needed
throughout the planning process to review and advise the County on recreation needs.

No. 5.Engage community partners

The County partnered with local recreation providers anccommunity partners to spread the word, particularly to non
English speaking and lowerincome residents who are harder to engage. Five community partners, including EI Centro,
MICOP, People's SelHelp Housing, the Promotores, and the GuadalupéNipomo DunesCenter, worked together to collect
input from disadvantaged communities across the county, collecting 1,118 survey responses. The&mwork was essential to
engaging communities who might have otherwig never known about the Recreation Master Plan or been able to
contribute their opinions.
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Foj bl _t} 1 j 1 ®h -1t 2+t ¢ progéam fortsel Rectedtivpn Mastde Rlan Gdd+#he resulissof the recreation
surveys are available in AppendixA.

iAn inclusive and meaningful engagement process ensures that our parks and public spaces are created by
people they are intended to senve i

National Recreation & Parks Association (NRPA), Community Engagement Resource Gui

C. Organization of the Recreation Master Plan

The RecreationMaster Planis organizedinto sevenchapters and a set of appendices:

1 Chapter 1: Recreation is Essentialdescribes the purpose, key issues, goalsgpproach to outreach and engagement,and
organization of the Recreation Master Plan and provides context for its development.

1 Chapter 2: County Overviewdescribes the physicaland demographic setting in Santa Barbara County as a basis for
recreation planning.

1 Chapter 3: Existing Parks & Trailsin Santa Barbara Countyprovides details on all existing parks,trails, recreation facilities,
and programs within the county.

1 Chapter 5: Recreation Needs Assessmentses public input, demographic data, and the parks inventory todescribe the
existing level of service experienced in each recreation planning areand understand the gaps in recreation amenities
throughout Santa Barbara County.

1 Chapter 6: A Plan for Parks, Recreation, and Trailsbuilds on the Recreation Needs Assessment to prioritizeonceptual
projects and programs, including potential improvements to existing facilities and recommended new facilities and
programs.

1 Chapter 7: Pathways to Implementation identifies program-level costs for recommended improvements and options for
funding, including existing and potential local funding options, state and federal grant program opportunities and the
roadmap for implementing the Recreation Master Plan.

1 Appendicesinclude technical and regulatory information used inthe creation and implementation of the Recreation Master
Plan.
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Santa Barbara

2.0.

A necessarystep in the recreation planning processinvolves the assessnent of the
existing setting in Santa Barbara County, considering both the physical
environment and the regulatory setting for plan implementation. Understanding
this setting ensures that the Recreation Master Plan wilintegrate successfully with
existing plans and policies andrelate to the physical opportunities and constraints

of the landscape. This chapter provides ¢-1--tl, ¢qgq M_ key
features as a setting for recreation planning and describes the different
communitiest | hs ¢g *#sl h¢2 +°E® - Sectiod2.8+

Recreation Planning Areay It also provides a summary of plans, policies, and
regulations that may relate to the recommendations provided inSection5.0, A Plan

County Recreation Master Plan

OYaUBR I 2RIs

for Parks, Recreation, andTrails.

2.1.

Santa Barbara County is located about 100 miles north of Los Angeles on the
California coast, encompassing beautiful coastlins, mountains, and rural
agricultural valleys. It is geographically diverse with over 450,000 residentsvho
live in eight small- to medium-sized cities and 19 unincorporated communities
(Figure2-1). Santa Barbara County is one of 58 counties in California, bordered b
Ventura County to the east and south, Kern County to the east, San Luis Obisp

9Yz2Ugq! WEUEC Gt 6 Yq

County to the north, and the Pacific Ocean to the west and southKigure 2-1).

Santa Barbara County encompasses approximately 3,789 square miles (more tha
2.4 million acres), extending approximately 45 miles north from the south-facing
coastal segment and approximately 65 miles inland from the west-facing
coastline. Of its total area, 2,735 square miles (72 percent) is landcarea, and 1,061
square miles (28 percent) lie in the Pacific Ocean. Approximately 202 square miles
}_
Santa Barbara County has 110 miles of coastline with coastal access provideadhi
both rural and urban settings, although most access points are located primarily

Ci

a|_

hl =x¢ *tsl|l h¢?2

¢q

along the souhern coastline.

+° E®

J
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Santa Barbara County
Snapshot:

3,789 Square Miles:
Land 2,735 | Ocean 1,061

8 Incorporated Cities with
310,000Residents

19 Unincorporated
Communities with 140000
Residents

2 Special Districts for
Recreation and Parks

4 State and Federal Agencies
with Recreational Assets

Dozens of Private Recreation
Organizations

C-1ql
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2.2. x ¢l M 6MD¢ 0T

Topographyin the county is highly varied within coastal terraces
between the oceanand the mountains, scenic inland valleys with
large expanses of cultivated farmlands and gently rolling
hillsides, and rugged terrain of the Los Padres National Forest.
Thereare three mountain rangeswithin the county: the SantaYnez
range divides north county from south county, and the Sierra
Madre and San Rafael Mountains, running parallel with theLos
Padres National Forest divide the Cuyama Valley from the Santa
Maria and Santa Ynez Valleys. Elevations range from sea level tc
6,803 feet at Big Pine Mountain. The largest water body within
the county is Lake Cachuma, a water supply reservoir on the FEES
Santa Ynez River with a stface area of 3,100 acres. Other key @
water bodies include Jameson Lake, Gibraltar Reservoir,
Twitchell Reservoir, A® '} =_| I u _ j 1 _h_ 3
natural lake. Major drainages include the Santa Ynez River, Santa Barbara County is a coastal county comprising scenic
Santa Maria River, and Cuyama River, as well as San Antonio  inland valleys, farms and ranches, and rugged mountains.
Creek. Only Lake Cachuma is outfitted for recreational uses Photo: Santa Ynez Valley Star

such as boating and fishing; as a water supply reservoir, Lake

Cachuma does not allow swimming. Coastal access is available within coastal communities (i.e., Goleta, Santa Barbara,
Carpinteria) and rural recreation amenities (i.e., state parks along the Gaviota coast, Jalama Beach County Park, Guadalupe
Dunes County Park).

o x i

2.3. 9GRACqUWAL 3¢ qb I

Themild Mediterranean climate in Santa Barbara Countyattracts visitors and supports outdoor recreation year-round.In
coastal areas, the Pacific Oceanregulates seasonalclimates so that temperatures rarely spike or drop below freezing.In
the interior valleys and higher elevations, high heat and freezing temperatures are more common seasonally. Annual
temperature extremes range from an average of 33 degreesFahrenheit (°F) to 55°F in the winter to an average of 50°F to
80°F in the summer, depending on elevation and proximity to the coastline. The warmest months of the year are usually
Augustand September,and the coldest months of the year are often December and January. Average annual rainfall varies
from 18.55 inches in the City of Santa Barbara20.5 inchesin the town of Santa Ynez,and 16.5 inchesin the City of Santa
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Maria, with mountainous areas such as San Marcos Passreceiving more than 22 inchesannually. Most precipitation falls
between Decemberand March, and little rain falls during the summer months.

2.4. NI ¢ Ut GYIl q¢ qRY U WAL HHEIL

Regional road access to Santa Barbara County is provided primarily by U.S. Highway 101, which traverses the countyth to
south, connectingto SanLuisObispoCountyand VenturaCounty,and U.S.Highway 166, which connects Santa Barbara County
with Kern County in the east. Additional access to San Luis Obispo County provided by State Route (SR) 1, with SR150
providing secondaryaccessinto Ventura County.Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) maintains norttsouth train tracks supporting
daily Amtrak passenger operations and regional freight trains. Passenger rail stations are located in Carpinteria, Santa
Barbara, Goleta, Lompoc (Surf Beach)and Guadalupe. Municipal airports in Santa Maria and Santa Barbara provide
regional, national, and international flight services; the Santa Ynez Airport and Lompoc Airport support regional aviation.
Santa Barbara Harbor also supports boating, fishing, and periodic cruise ship activities. This connectivity supports robust
tourism to Santa Barbara County,including visitors seekingactive and passive recreation opportunities.

2.5. cRt qYI !

Thecounty has a rich history of human habitation dating back at least 11,000to 12,000years,including + s | - Ifinstt ¢
historically identified inhabitants, the Chumash.Native American habitation extended through Europeanexploration
periods, which began in 1542 with Juan* _ g - te}plor&tiér® and establishment of missionsin the 1760s.The raming

of both the City of Santa Barbara and the County of Santa Barbara originates from the establishment of Mission Santa
Barbara in 1786. Following Mexican independencefrom Spainin 1822, the Mexican government gained control over
California. About 500 land grants were given to local rancheros during the Rancho Period. The Mexicamerican War occurred
between 1846 and 1848 and ended with theTreaty of GuadalupeHidalgo, which made California a United States (U.S.)
territory. In 1848,the land once occupied by the Chumashwas overtaken by the U.S.,which led to California’'s statehood in
1850. The County was one of the original 27 countiesin the state, formed at the time of statehood on February 18, 1850.
The Countyoriginally comprisedareasof modern- day SantaBarbaraand Venturacounties, but was later divided to create
the Countyof Venturain 1873. American settlers claimed land in the Countythrough the 1800sas part of the ® + _ £blE ®
Rush, which led to an expansion of ranching and American industrialization, including commercial agriculture and
tourism.
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2.6. 9YGGzaURqRIt WAW9GE! ¢ Halll

The character of Santa Barbara County is defined by its distinct
urban communities separated by extensive areas of rural and
agricultural lands. Most of the county is rural with substantial

mountainous areas dividing productive agricultural valleys.
Much of the county is sparsely populatel. Developed cities and
towns are located primarily along the coastal plain and in the

intermountain valleys. Much of the land in the unincorporated &
areas is undeveloped and used for agriculture, recreation, and
tourism, with extensive areas of open space within Los Padres
National Forest, Vandenberg Space Force Base, and several
state parks. Residential uses are scattered throughout the
unincorporated areas, with recreation and tourism-related land

uses located primarily along the coastline and in the

mountainous areas, including state parks and national forest ; S I .
lands. Parks create community with facilities for gathering and

socializing, bringing people together from communities
throughout Santa Barbara County. Photo: Solvang USA

{ v 2

There are eight incorporated cities in the county, including
Buellton, Carpinteria, Goleta, Guadalupe, Lompoc, Santa
Barbara, Santa Maria, and Solvang. Thesecities provide most
community servicesto residents,including parks and recreation. Each city provides a hub for surrounding unincorporated areas,
including small towns scattered throughout the county(Figure 2-1). Major unincorporated population centers are Isla Vista,
Montecito, Eastern Goleta Valley, Orcutt, and Santa Ynez Valley.

Vandenberg Space Force Basgthe Los Padres National Forestand the sovereignnation of the Santa YnezBand of Chumash
Indians also lie within the county. Portions of Channel Islands National Park, including Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, San Migue
and Santa Rosa Islands, lie within Santa Barbara County. There are four federally managed areas within the coynincluding
Channel Islands National Park, Vandenbergpace Force Basgthe Los Padres National ForestGuadalupe Nipomo Dunes
National Wildlife Refuge and a property at Point Sal.

2.7. 21JGYNI ¢ G6 RAY

Demographic factors such as existing population, projected growth rate, ageand income are indicators for where and how
recreation facilities and programs should be provided. For example, considering age characteristics, where children may seek
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playgrounds, sports fields, and active recreation programs, adults and
seniors may desire hiking and running trails, sports courts, anditness
facilities that support active lifestyles. Further, consideration of income Santa Barb_ara County
helps indicate where residents may struggle with recreation coss and Demographic Snapshot
require access to free or lowcost recreation facilities and programs. Population: 450,000

Population by 2050: 510,000
Population Increase: 13%

A Population

Approximately 450,000 residents call Santa Barbara County home, Median Age: 35.1

representing approximately one percent of the population of the State of Children: 22%

California. The countyis geographically diverse, with different cities and Seniors: 27%

unincorporated communities that range dramatically from large Median Household Income (2024):

suburban communities such as Orcutt and Eastern Goleta Valley to smal :

rural towns such as Sisquoc, Los Olivos, and Los Alamodlost of the $96.000

h¢2 °E® Egli ~t}}te _h-1® CEul DR = aa¢.- +

population densities outside of the urban communities, including areas

such as Channel Islands National Park and offshore waters, Los Padres

National Forest, Vandenberg Space Force Base, and extensive areas of rural agricultural land and wilderneggproximately

96 percent of residents live in cities and established communities, and approximately 4 percent of residents live in rural eas

outside of established communities.Thec¢ 2 +*° E® 2a¢2a2} =+t ¢ t® he¢ hl - x| j t s
central reach of the SouthCoast from Goleta to Carpinteria, and, to a lesser extent, the Lompoc Valley and Santa Ynez Valley.

Within these regions, most residents live in the cities of Santa Maria, Santa Barbara, Goleta, and Lompoc, which support
approximately 60 percent of thec¢ 2 +*° E® 2¢22} =+t ¢ g Os|l } _-r1® 2 t he¢-2a¢- _*|
Valley, and Isla Vista, supportingapproximately EE 21 - hl + ¢q +s|(AppehdixBr°® E® 2¢az2} =+t ¢

B. Growth

Based on the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) Regional Growth Foreddst, + ) - g _- _  * ¢ ?
population is projected to increase through 2050 by 13.2 percenfor a total population of approximately 510,000(Table 2-1).

Most of this growth (48.5 percent) is projected to occur inthe Santa Maria Valley. The Lompoc Valley is projected to grow by

13.3 percent, thesecond highestgrowth rate in the County. While the South Coast is projected to experience the lowest growth

rate, the population is projected to increase byapproximately 14,000 residents, thesecond highesttotal in the county. While

all communities within the county are projected to grow, the City of Guadalupe is projected to have the highest population

increase of 27.9 percenthrough 2050, followed by the City of Buellton with a19.9 percent total increase(Appendix B).
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Table 2- 1. Population Growth by Region
Current Population (2019) Future Population (2050)
Cuyama Valley 596 647
Lompoc Valley 54,806 62,069
Santa Maria Valley 146,838 169,101
Santa Ynez Valley 19,157 21,326
South Coast 208,530 222,659
Total 450,084 509,697
Appendix B
C. Age

The median age in Santa Barbara County is 35.1. The largest age group in the county is seniors over 55 years, @tl
approximately 27 percent Children under the age of 18 comprise approximately 22 percent of residents, with young children
(ages 0 to 14 years old) comprising about 18 percent. The median agefaesidents is lowest in the Santa Maria Valley at 37.2
and the median age is highest in the Santa Ynez Valley at 48.4. Communities like Isla Vista, the City of Buellton, and theyCi
of Guadalupe havethe youngest populations in the county, while the City of Solvang, Montecito, and Vandenberg Village have
®¢t~1 ¢qg *£sl *¢2 +°E® ¢} || ®+ (MppeAdxB). x+t ¢ ® g_®I | ¢ ~ljt _

D. Income

The median household income in Santa Barbara County is approximatelyd%,000 resulting from wide variations between
communities ranging from $2500in Isla Vista to $223,000in Montecito. Several communities have substantially lower median
incomes than Santa Barbara County, including the City of Guadalupehe City of Santa Maria, the City of Lompoc, and Isla
Vista. Other communities have notably higher median incomes compared to the County, including Orcutt, Eastern Goleta
Valley, the City of Goleta, Van@nberg Village, Mission Hills, Buellton, Santa Ynez, Ballard, and Los Olive&ppendix B).

A countywide demographic analysis is provided in AppendixB, Demographics
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Figure2-1. Santa Barbara County Communities
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2.8. ARHI De qRYUWAG ¢ UOURUONDW | Wét

Each community in Santa Barbara County has its own identitybut for recreation planning purposes, there are essentially five
recreation planning areas, including Santa Maria Valley, Lompoc Valley, Santa Ynez Valley, Cuyama Valley, and the South
Coast. These planning areas recognize that residents tendo share recreational facilities and programs in their local
community, such as regional parks, sports complexes, gymnasiums, trail systems, or community parks. The Recreation Master
Plan addresses existing parks and trails, recreation needs, and planned imprementscountywide and by recreation planning
area. Notably, Vandenberg Space Force Base, Los Padres National Forest, and Channel Islands National Park have unique
recreation features and are managed outside local agency jurisdictions. While the Recreation MastePlan recognizes
recreation in these areas, it does not apply to then.

For recreation planning in Santa Barbara County these five planning areas consist of:

1 The Santa Maria Valley, including the cities of Santa Maria and Guadalupe, as well as the communities of Orcutt,
Casmalia, Garey, and Sisquoc.

1 The Cuyama Valley, including the communities of Cuyamaand New Cuyama.

1 TheLompoc Valley, including the City of Lompoc, and the communities of Vandenberg Village and MissioHills.

1 TheSantaYnezValley, including the cities of Buelltonand Solvang,as well as the communities of Ballard, Santa Ynez,
and Los Olivos; although located in the San Antonio Valley, Los Alamos is also included in thganning area.

1 The South Coast including the cities of Santa Barbara, Goleta, and Carpinteria, as well as the communities of Isla Vista,
Eastern Goleta Valley, Montecito, Mission Canyon, Toro Canyon, and Summerland, as well as the rural Gaviota Coast.

Each recreation planning area is described belowand a summary of the size and population of each planning area is provided
in Appendix B
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Figure2-2. Recreation Planning Areas in Santa Barbara County
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A Santa Maria Valley

The Santa Maria Valley encompasses 178,146 acres in the |

northwestern portion of Santa Barbara County, including areas
inland fromtheh ¢ 2 mofthEr@coastline and south of the County
of San Luis Obispo. This planning area is bound by the Santa Marie
Riverto the north, the Pacific Oceanand CasmaliaHills to the west,

the San Rafael Mountains to the east, and the Solomon Hills to the

south. The Santa Maria River traverses the valley and drains into
the Pacific Ocean west of Guadalupe. The area is accessed hy.S.
Highway 101 from the north and south, SR166 from the east and
west, SR1 from the northwest and southwest, and SR 135 from the
south. Amtrak train service is available in the City of Guadalupe.
The Santa Maria Airport provides regional and continental
passenger flight services. Alan Hancock College main campus
provides higher educational services. The Santa Maria Valley is
home to approximately 146,838 residents within the City of Santa
Maria, the City of Guadalupe, and several unincorporated
communities, including Orcutt, Garey, Sisquocand Casmalia, as
well as rural residents. Santa Maria Valley communities are
geographically distinct from one another, except for the City of
Santa Maria and Orcutt, which physically combine as the
population center of the Santa Maria Valley.Land usesoutside this
urban hub are largely rural and dominated by cultivated
agriculture, grazing, and open space.

Chapter 2.0: County Overview

county, encompassing distinct urban communities such as
Orcutt and the City of Santa Maria, expansive agricultural
lands, and unique recreational and coastal resources,
including Rancho Guadalupe DureCounty Park
(pictured). Photo: CaliforniaBeaches.com
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B. Cuyama Valley

The Cuyama Valley constitutes the northeastern and eastern
portions of the county, encompassing 112,783 acres and bound by
the Caliente Mountain Range to the north and the Sierra Madre
Mountains to the south. Thevalley is bisected by the CuyamaRiver
and includes the unincorporated communities of Cuyama, New
Cuyama, and Ventucopa Accessto the CuyamaValley is provided
by SR166 from the northwest and SR33 from the southeast. The
area has a population of approximately 596, mostly concentrated
in the community of New Cuyama. These communities are
geographically isolated from regional urban centers in Santa Maria
and Santa Ynez by thelLos Padres National Forestand the
mountainous areas of the county. The Cuyama Valley is
predominantly rural and agricultural in use, with small urban uses
limited to Cuyama and New Cuyama.

Cuyama Valley, located in the easternmost area of the
county, supports the small communities of Cuyama, New
Cuyama, and Ventucopa with one public park, and
comprises primarily ranchland and open space. Photo:

C. Lompoc Valley Noozhawk

The Lompoc Valley encompasses 195,287 acres located in the mid
western portion of the county, bound by thePurisima, Santa Rita,
Santa Rosa, and White Hills. The Santa YnezRiver traverses the
Lompoc Valley in a westerly direction and drains into the Pacific
Ocean at Ocean Beach County Park. This planning area is accesse [
by SR1 from the north and southand SR246from the eastand west.
Amtrak train servicesare available from Surf Beachon the coast,
approximately 10 miles west of the City of Lompoc. The Lompoc
Airport provides regional aviation services.The Lompoc Valley is
home to about 50,806 residents, primarily in the City of Lompoc
and the unincorporated communities of Vandenberg Village and £ e : LA
Mission Hills. The unincorporated communities lie in low hills Lompoc Valley includes the City of Lompoc and
immediately north of the Santa Ynez River andhe City of Lompoc communities of Vandenberg Village, Mesa Oaks, and

to form the population center of the LompocValley. Thisurbanized Mission Hills in the mid-western region of the county. The
core is surrounded primarily by agriculture and open space. La rugged rural coastline is accessible at Jalama Beach

County Park and Campground (pictured).



2-12

Purisma Mission State Historic Park lies immediately northeast
of the City of Lompoc. VandenbergSpace Force Basdies to the
west of this population center and separates these communities
from the rural northern coastline and beaches

D. Santa Ynez Valley

The Santa Ynez Valley comprises 202,507 acres located in centr
Santa Barbara County. The Santa Ynez Valley is located at the
base of several converging mountain ranges, including the Sar
Rafael and Santa Ynez mountains, and the Purisima and Sante
Rita hills. The Santa Ynez River flows through the valley and intc
Lake Cachuma located centrally in the valley, providing both
water supplies and a keyrecreational amenity to the county. The
area is accessibleby U.S. Highway 101 from the southwest and
northwest, SR246 from the west, and SR154 from the southeast.
The Santa YnezAirport provides regional aviation services. This
planning area is home to approximately 19,157 people who live
in the cities of Buellton and Solvang, the unincorporated
communities of Santa Ynez, Ballard, and Los Olivos, or rural
areas, as well as within the town of Los Alamos, located 6 miles
to the north. Population density is generally low in rural areas
where land uses are predominantly ranches, grazing, agriculture,
and open space.

E. South Coast

The South Coast comprises 77,020 acres along the southern
coastline of the county, including the cities of Santa Barbara,
Goleta, and Carpinteria, as well as the unincorporated
communities of Eastern Goleta Valley, Isla Vista, Mission
Canyon,Toro Canyon,Montecito, and Summerland and the rural
Gaviota Coast. Thiscoastal area lies between the ridgeline of the
Santa Ynez Mountains and the Pacific Ocean from Gaviota Pas:
to the Ventura County line. U.S Highway 101 traverses the

Chapter 2.0: County Overview

Santa Ynez Valley located centrally in the county, is
renowned for its rural wine country and small towns like
Solvang, Los Olivos, and Santa Ynez, as well as outdoor
recreation in the LPNF and Lake Cachuma (pictured). Photo:
Los Angeles Times

T —

The South Coast, including Goleta, Santa Barbara, and
Carpinteria and the rural coastline of Gaviota, is set at the
base of the LPNF in the Santa Ynez Mountains and provide
access to the coastal recreation like offleash play at

51 j-°E® )| _Pheto: TheTravetPbckdtsjcamg
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planning area from west to east and parallels the UPRR. Amtrak train service is provided from stations in Carpinteria, Santa

) _-g_-_u _ j 4¢}l +_ @ Osl M_ x_ ) _-g_-_ 'tt-2a¢-x 2a-¢-tjl® -1r1t-
are concentrated within the eastern reach of the South Coast between Goleta and Carpinteria, while the western extent along

the Gaviota Coast is sparsely populated and ruralThe Los Padres National Forest borders the South Coagi the north and

supports seveal state parks, including Carpinteria State Beach, El Presidio de Santa Barbara State Historic Park, El Capitan

State Beach, Refugio State Beach, and Gaviota State Park. The University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) campus is

located on the coast adjacent to the community of Isla Vista and the City of Goleta, while another major educational institubn,

Santa Barbara City College is located within the City of Santa Barbara.

Table 2-2. Communities in Santa Barbara County by Recreation Planning Area
Comn_1unity o[RS Acres Population Incorporated Cities Unincorpc_)_rated
Planning Area Communities
Santa Maria Valley 178,146 146,838 Santa Maria Orcutt
Guadalupe Garey
Sisquoc
Casmalia
Lompoc Valley 195,287 50,806 Lompoc Mission Hills
Mesa Oaks
Vandenberg Village
Santa Ynez Valley 202,507 19,157 Buellton Los Olivos
Solvang Los Alamos
Ballard
Santa Ynez
South Coast 77,020 208,530 Goleta Gaviota Coast
Santa Barbara Isla Vista
Carpinteria Eastern Goleta Valley
Mission Canyon
Montecito
Summerland
Toro Canyon




2-14 Chapter 2.0: County Overview

Community by Recreation

Unincorporated

Planning Area Acres Population Incorporated Cities Communities
Cuyama Valley 112,783 596 N/A Cuyama
New Cuyama
Ventucopa
2.9. uld! WAWHRI DEqRYUW NUUHARIYt WRUWEE¢UqcW7¢l HEl ¢wW9Ye Uq!

Parks,openspace,trails, and recreation amenities in Santa Barbara
Countyare provided by the County, the eight cities, including Buellton, iEverybody needs beauty as well as brea
Carpinteria, Goleta, Guadalupe_, Lompo_c, Sa_ntBarpara, Santa Marla, places to play in and pray in, where nature
and Solvang, and two special districts, including the Isla Vista .

Recreation and Parks District (IVRPD) and the Cuyama Valle may heal and give strength to body and
Recreation District (CVRD)as well as private recreation providers. soul {
The County provides facilities and limited programs, including
campgrounds,regional parks, openspace,and trails, while the cities
provide both facilities and programs, including local and neighborhood parks hosting recreational sports and classes.
Private organizations provide several programs and services (e.g., sports leagues and hiking groups) at mamngcreation
facilities. Private recreation organizations aretypically nonprofits like YMCAsand sports leagues. However, there are also
for- profit organizations like Rancho Oso RV and Camping Resort, Ocean MesaRV Park and Campground, and El Capitan
Canyon Campground. Groupssuch as YMCAsthroughout the County, the Ben Page Youth Sports Center and the Girsh Park
Foundation in the Goleta Valley, and the Elings Parkoundation in the City of Santa Barbara provide key active recreation
facilities to supplementlocal agency efforts. Agencies,organizations, and recreational service providers work together to
meet local recreation needs and increasing demand, often with limited budgets and staffing.

Inhn Miiir Tha Yneamita (1012)

Planning for parks, recreation, and trails involves local agencies and organizations and regional and state organizations
with ties to recreation facilities and programs such as the Los PadredNational Forest, State Parks,and organizations such
as the Santa Barbara County Land Trust, which collectively manage hundredsof thousands of acres of land in the County;
this land is often set aside for conservation purposes and associated trails and campgrounds are generally reserved for
passive recreation uses Each agency has a unique approach to planning for parks, recreation, and trails based on its
adopted recreation planning framework, the facilities and land managed, and theuser groups served. Recreation demands
can be quite different in each jurisdiction. Interagencycoordination with cities and other recreation service providersis open
and efficient to maximize high- quality recreation programs in each community in Santa Barbara CountyKigure 2- 3).
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The County of Santa Barbara Community Services
Department, Parks Division County Parkg

provides the most public parkland of any local

agency. State and federal governments also
provide expansive lands for outdoor recreation
and open space. The eight cities in the county

each provide diverse parks and commonly

provide robust recreation programs (e.g., sports

leagues and fitness classes) to serve residents

regionally. Two special districts also provide park

facilities and/or recreation programming to meet

local needs including the Isla Vista Recreation and
Park District (IVRPD) and the Cuyama Valley
Recreation District (CVRD) The cities and special
districts, along with private organizations (e.g.,

youth sports leagues, YMCAS), are central to

providing recreational services, particularly for

children and seniors, as well as adult fithess and

active sports (Figure 2-3). This diversity of

demands and services requires interagency
coordination to provide adequate parks and

recreation, with each agency fulfilling different

needs in particular regions. Planning for

recreation involves considering those unique

needsin the adopted goals, policies, actions, and

programs for the recreation service providers,

including the cities, special districts, and state and

federal agencies.

Figure2- 3.
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Key Providers of Parks &Recreation in Santa Barbara
County

County of Santa Barbara

ACommunity & regional parks
FOpen space & trails
s/ ALimited recreation programs & services

B Cities & Special Districts

S ANeighborhood, community, & regional parks
& fOpen space & trails
) ARRecreational programs for youth & adults

~<W State & Federal Agencies

¥ AOpen space & trails
#J] ACampgrounds
..J APublic access to the coast & the forest

Private Organizations
ARecreation facilities (e.g., gyms, sports courts)

€ ARecreation programs for youth & adults
AOpen space and trail aquisition and management
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2.10. 9Ye (!l t
Figure2-4. County Parks Key Principles

The mission of County Parksis to provide, protect, and enhance
parks, recreation, and trails for the enjoyment, education, and
inspiration of present and future generations in a safe and resilient . .
environment. Parks are essential for community

health, wellbeing, and sustainability.

A AVision for County Parks

*¢2 x° | -] ®E -t®t¢ t® +¢ h t g}l
vibrant, and diverse system of parks, trails, and recreation facilities . .

that offer all people the opportunity to explore, play, exercise, Park.s and trail networks provide

®¢ht _}Yte¢lu _ j he l h+ | tzs, equitable access for all people. ®¢2 - hl

consistent with responsible environmental stewardship and
resilience. This vision is supported by several key principles
presented inFigure 2-4.

Visitor experiences are memorable,

B. County Parks Operations diverse, and high quality.
County Parks provides recreation facilities and services to
approximately 7.6 million visitors annually (County Parks 2021).
County Parks currently has 625 full-time equivalent employees . .
(FTE)and is supported by seasonal employees (e.g., lifeguards) Public aC(_:eSS and recreat_mn E_ire
and volunteers. County Parks staff includes rangers, naturalists, | 8cliplel=le RO TEE1 e 1[0 Ralisilelflerct
maintenance and custodial team members, water/sewer plant resource management,
operators, and administrators. Leadership team members include
the deputy director, a grant program manager, operations
managers, a project manager for capital improvements, an
aquatics manager, anda planner. Staff members are stationed at Customer service is excellent and
four main locations at Waller Park in Santa Maria, Lake Cachuma parks are clean and welt managed_
in the Santa Ynez Valley, the County Parks maintenance yard ir
Eastern Goleta Valley, and the Parks Division headquarters ir
County offices in Downtown Santa Barbara with some staff
_®®tr |j £¢ j2xtl® _+ jtqgqgl-1 =+ & - | ® s- ¢22023/@Awas $t/Lmillidnt 2 +° g
with approximately $3.8 million in planned capital improvement needs.
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County Parks provides a focused range of recreational programs
within its public parks. Lifeguard services are provided
seasonally atthree beaches and two pools at Lake CachumaA p
z2 t¢- Ytqlr2 -j 2a-¢r-_~ t® R e - B
(Arroyo Burro Beach County Park) in Santa Barbara. While : el v ikl Y
County Parks doesot provide in- houserecreation programs or
services, the County contracts with concessionaireslocated at
various locations throughout the County to provide extended
services such as restaurants(e.g., Boathouse at Arroyo Burro - .
County Park or Jalama Beach Store at Jalama Beach Count = -
Park) and boat rentals (i.e., watercraft rentals such as kayaks at
Goleta Beach and Lake Cachuma). County Parks also provide &= =
faciliies for programs provided by cities and private .
recreational service providers (County Parks 2021).

County Parks is committed to the delivery of high-quality visitor Cbuﬁty Parks prO\:ideS a Iifeg(jard program: inéIUdinQ Junior
service, regulatory enforcement, and development anvd 42 - ® + 51 j-°E® )I _hs t
maintenance of recreation facilities for the 2 2 g} pehllﬁ,@ Parks - -

safety, and enjoyment when visiting the * ¢ 2 p¥blie ®ark

system. Capital planning is a continuous process dependent

upon prioritized needs and available funding, including

development impact fees, community service areas, deferred

and preventive maintenance funds, and grant programs. See

Section 2.10.D, Overview of County Recreation Plans, Policies, N

and Regulations below for a description of key recreation =2

planning documents implemented in theCounty. —Te :F?I
=HE|

C. County Recreation Advisory Groups :

County Parks Commission

County Parks is supported by the County Park Commission,as
appointed by the County Board of Supervisors. Commissioners
each represent one district in the county and serve a-3year term.
The Park Commission is tasked with the following review and
advisory roles:

;? gy o R s
County Parks staffs 14 lifeguards at two pools and three
beaches, including Goleta Beach (pictured). Photo:

daytrippen.com

)yl _h-
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il
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T

Balancing departmental and capital improvement resources to be in harmony with population and community
demand to the extent possible;

Reviewing departmental policies and actions and meeting with the public to ensure that park policies andactions are
well-thought- out and appropriate to community standards;

Providinga forum wherethe 2 2 g }inplt Eegarding park issuesmay be completely heard:;

Acting as an advocate for a strong local park system that is funded to provide beautiful parks and recreation areas
with adequate maintenance and development;

Advising the Board of Supervisorsof the * ¢ ~ ~ t ® @ridihgs &n@conclusions(County Parks2021).

County Riding and Hiking Trails Advisory Committee

The CountyRiding and Hiking Trails Advisory Committee (CRAHTAC)vas established by the CountyBoard of Supervisors in an
advisory capacity to review programs, policies, and procedures affecting county recreational riding and hiking trails and thie
use. Committee members are selected by District Supervisors with 3 to 4 members from each District and atencerned with
the location, development, and maintenance of the recreational trails system countywide, to provide public access and links
to the Los Padres National Forest, parks, beaches,ral other public recreation areas (County Parks 2021)

D.

Overview of County Recreation Plans, Policies, and Regulations

Recreation planning in the County is guided by several interrelated documents that serve different purposes. These documents,
as amended, form the regulatory basis for recreation planning and tle Countywide Recreation Master Plan. Keyecreation
plans and regulations adopted by the County include the following:

)l

T

The Comprehensive Planguides land use and development in unincorporated areas. Key aspects of this plan include the
following:

Eight mandatory elements, per state law, include the Land Use, Conservation, Housing, Circulation, Op8&pace, Noise,
and Seismic Safety and Safety Elements, plus the Coastal Land Use Plan.

Five optional elements, including Agriculture, Energy, Environmental Resource Management, Hazardous Waste, and
Scenic Highways elements.

The County does not have an adopted Recreation Element; rather, recreation is addressed in the Recreation Section of
the Land Use Element and 10 community or area plans

The Community Plans are adopted as amendments to the Land Use Element and/or Coastal Land Use Plan (for areas
within the coastal zone) and plan a particular area at a finer level of detail. The County has 10 community or area plans,
including Eastern Goleta Valley, Isla Vista/Unincorporated Goleta, the Gaviota Coast, Los Alamos, Mission Canyon,
Montecito, Orcutt, Santa Ynez Valley, Summerland, and Toro Canyon. Each community plan contains goals, policies, and
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standards guiding the development of the community it serves, including recreation, although their level of detail regarding
recreation varies.

1 TheCapital Improvements Program (CIP)isamulti-° | _ - &} _ t r x¢¢} 2®l ) ¢ tjl- xtqg°
term and long-term capital needs, including key recreation improvements and action items from the Comprehensive Plan
and community plans.

1 Park Master Plans have been prepared for several County Park€xamplesinclude master plans for Waller Park,Jalama
Beach County Park, the Point Sal Reserve, Lake Cachuma County Park, and Guadalupe Du@ssinty Park. These
plans addresspark designand layout, circulation and access,visitation and user experience, maintenance and capital
improvements, and funding/financial considerations.

1 The County Land Use and Development Code (LUDC; Chapter 35.20 through 28) carries out the policies of the
ComprehensivePlan by classifying and regulating the uses of land within the unincorporated county Additionally, the
Montecito Land UseDevelopment Code (MLUDC),as well as the Coastal Zoning Ordinance (CZO),carry out the policies of
the Comprehensive Plan by classifying and regulating the use of land per the Montecito Community Plan Area and the
Coastal Land Use Plan, respectively. While land use designations characterize the physical uses and the intensity obsk
uses, zoning designations legally define permitted uses and development guidelines for those uses.

County Parks hasa long- standing history of providing outstanding outdoor recreation opportunities within dy— use parks, beaches,
pools, group areas, trails, on & offleash dog parks, open spaces, and campgrounds. Photos: County Parks
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3.0. E+ Rt ARUWMAONI ¢ ROt
Recreation in Santa Barbara County takes place at parks, beaches g
campgrounds, trails, open space areas, and outdoor/indoor
recreation facilities in distinct communities. Community

engagementfor the Recreation Master Planndicates that the most

popular recreation facilities in the county include trails, beaches,
campgrounds, playgrounds, pools, dog parks, sports fields and
courts, community gardens gyms, skate and BMX parks, golf and %
disc golf, and outdoor fithess and exploration (Appendix C). The
countyE® -1 h-1 _+t ¢ ®° ®+| ~ ® - -1«
and incorporated communities, as well as visitors from near and
far.

A key step in the recreation planning process involves
understanding the parks, recreation, and trail facilities currently
available and assessing how that system is serving existing _ ol s o
populations. To establish a clear vision for the future of parks, Public parks support sustainable communities with
recreation, and trails in Santa Barbara County, this section outdoor play, exercise, youth and adult sports, and
evaluates the existing parks, trails, and open space to help community identity. Photo: Conejo Valley Events

understand where recreation facilities are meeting community

needs and where there may be gaps.

This chapter providesa summary of a comprehensiveinventory and assessment of+ s | he¢2 +pakki@nd amig} t h
recreational facilities and programst | hs ¢g #*sl| h¢2 +° BE@ertoBedtion2.8 Recreation®Plpnning t r
Areas).

The parks, recreation, and trails analyzedn this chapter correspond toan interactive GIS based map of the parkland and trail
inventories, available online at www.SBCRecPlan.com

iThe County hosts an incredible network of parks and trails that offer recreation and ecosystem service benefits t:

all who live and play here, butacces®~ ®qj «j ej|jor®« r« ] fq]zzjil

Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint (2018)
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3.1. Az AdRR#H It WAWs G ULWEGE | »

Santa Barbara County is renowned for its outdoor beauty and
recreation opportunities provided by public parks and open
spaces. Beaches and blufftop open spaces, highquality parks

with playgrounds and sports facilities, and public open space
preserves along with a mild climate, support year-round

recreation. Parks support a diversity of sports and recreation
activities while also conserving natural resources and supporting
healthy lifestyles and sustainable communities.

As a basis for park planning and needs assessment, an inventory
of public parks and open space countywidewas developed for ,
the following property types: Public open spaces like the San Marcos Foothills (pictured)

1 Public Parkland. 170 properties (2,192 acres) providing free, Cc0nserve undeveloped land for wilderness and outdoor
accessible publicrecreation facilities exploration. Photo: lotsafunmaps.com

1 Limited Access Parkland 49 properties (149,968 acres)
providing fee-based or limited access (e.g., docentled,
reservation-only) recreational opportunities

1 Public Open Space 83 properties (655,228 acres) providing
public open space primarily for natural resources and low
impact outdoor recreation, such as natural trails or
birdwatching in designated areas

Eachproperty in the inventory is assessedbased on type, size,
location, owner, service area and population, recreation
facilities, and accessibility (Figure 31). These aspects are . .
reviewed for each property included in the inventory map. Public parkland like Orcutt Community Park (pictured)
combine recreation and leisure with land conservation to
provide playgrounds, sports fields/courts, and picnic and
gathering areas. Public parkland can also trails in public
open spaces like the OrcuttHills. Photo: County Parks




Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan 3-3

Figure3-1. Public Parkland Characteristics Analyzed in the Inventory

Size & Recreation
Facilities

Acres of public
parkland
Sports fields/courts

Park Type Location & Population Accessibility

Walking and biking
distance

Pocket

Recreation planning
area

Neighborhood

Sidewalks & bicycle
Incorporated city or facilities
unincorporated
community

Community

Playgrounds
Recreation facilities

Trails & silent

ADA accessibility
Regional

Demographics of

Beach population served Signs & wayfinding

recreation

Private commercial recreation is also available in the county, such as gol€ourses,country clubs, and bowling alleys. Private
properties that have recreational value to select groups (e.g., homeowners associations, members of clubs or organizations)

are also available. However, these types of recreational uses are not captured in the inventory of puisl recreation resources
analyzed in this chapter.
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Figure3-2. Existing Parkland by Status/Accessibility (Acres)

Limited Access _ 149,968

Public Parkland

2,192

0 100,000 200,000 300,000 400,000 500,000 600,000 700,000

l'® sl LI h-1_=%t¢ plan®@ublic recréation, [
public parkland is the basis for local parks and recreation N
planning.

Approximately 2,192 acres of public parkland provide free,
accessible parks and recreation facilities in Santa Barbara
County (Figure 3-3). An estimated 715 acres of this public
parkland is provided by County Parks with a wide range of
facilities, including sports courts and fields, playgrounds, public
pools, off-leash dog areas, disc golf, and campgrounds. The
remaining 1,477 acres of publc parkland are provided primarily

by cities and special recreation districts such as the Isla Vista
Recreation and Parks District (IVRPD) and the Cuyama Valle
Recreation District (CVRD), as well as the State of California.

Bie

Public parkland in Santa Barbara County supports access t0 pypiic pakland is free, openly accessible, and provides a

outdoor recreation, sports, and play. Most of the parkland is  gjversity of facilities to meet a range of recreational needs.
located on the South Coast, including Goleta, Santa Barbara, and ppoto: L ompoc Record
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Carpinteria. Santa Maria Valley, including Santa Maria, Orcutt, and Guadalupe, provides nearly a quarter of the parkland.
Parkland in Lompoc Valley serves Lompoc, Vandenberg Village, and Mission Hills/Mesa Oaks. Santa Ynez Valley parkland is
provided primarily by Solvang and Buellton. Cuyama Valley's public parkland is provided by one park located in New Cuyama.

Figure3-3. Public Parkland by Recreation Planning Area (Acres)

212

Santa Ynez Valley

509

Cuyama Valley I 29

0 200 400 600 800 1,000 1,200
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A. Public Park land

Using the inventory of existing public parkland in Santa Barbara County County
Parks assessedow parks aredistributed between the recreation planning areas and . .
what type of parks are provided to the public.! ® +s1 LIl h-1 _+t ¢ What is Public Parkland?
is to plan for public recreati(?n, this section describes existingpublic parkland in Open to the public

Santa Barbara County as defined here:

Free or lowcost

1 Public parkland has recreation value that is openly accessible to the public with Easy to access
little to no barrier s to entry. Nearby

1 Public parkland includes parks, open spaces, and trail networks with free or low e Guialesr e e
cost entry and/or parking. . Y . "o

i1 Public parkland is relatively easy to access from communities (i.e., the travel indoor recreation facilities
distance or mode does not present a significant barrier to public access).

1 Public parkland includes features, including outdoor and indoor amenities, that
support the recreational needs of the community.

Parks in Santa Barbara County can be categorized into five park types based on the

National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) guidelines and local conditiong éble 3-1). These classifications help to
characterize the existing parks and recreation system and guidéts future development. Each park type serves a specific need
in the community and provides a range of featuresthat are typical for each. A summary of existing public parks by type is
provided below, including the total number and combined total acres in Santa Barbara County.

Table 3-1. Park Types in Santa Barbara County
" Total
Park Types Description Total # Acres
Pocket Park Pocket parks (aka, tot lots, mini parks) are typically the smallest parks 11 pocket 4 acres

serving limited, isolated, or unique recreation needs of populations within | parks
about a ¥z mile radius. Pocket parks are generally smaller than one to two
acres in size. These parks may & either active or passive. Typically, pocket
parks address a specific recreational need in the immediate vicinitysuch
as demand for a playground or an open lawn area. As pocket parks are
typically locally serving, off- street parking and restrooms are ofen not
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Park Types

Description

provided. Sidewalks and bike paths connecting pocket parks to the
surrounding neighborhood are important to ensure accessibility and safety.

Total #

3-7

Total
Acres

Neighborhood
Park

Neighborhood parks serve a variety of age groups within approximately a
Y mile radius. Depending on the neighborhood, these parks may range in
size from 1 to 15 acres. Neighborhood parks typically include a combinatior|
of active and passive recreation actvities. Sports fields and courts,
playgrounds, and trails are common,and occasionally restrooms are
provided. Passive recreation facilities may include trails, picnic areas,
seating, and gathering areas. Facilities are generally unlightedand off-
street parking is limited or not provided. Sidewalks and bike paths
connecting pocket parks to the surrounding neighborhood are important to
ensure accessibility and safety.

100
neighborhood
parks

382 acres

Community
Park

Community parks generally serve several neighborhoods within a oneto
five- mile radius. Community parks can range in size from 15 to 100 acres.
The community park may includeoutdoor and indoor facilities for
competitive sports such asswimming, tennis, pickleball, soccer,
baseball/softball, basketball, volleyball , and others, as well as

playgrounds, trails and pathways, picnic and group event areas, restrooms,
and lighting.

43
community
parks

1,202
acres

Regional Park

Regional parks are large multi- use parks that serve several communities
within a region. Regional parks are typically100 acres or larger and serve
those areas within _ s ¢ 2 -, Eh@regional park offers a diverse range
of recreation opportunities, catering to both active and passive interests,
with a wide selection of facilities suitable for all age groups. Indoor and
outdoor competitive sports facilities support active recreation and leagues,
plus natural open space areas for outdoor exploration and resource
conservation, as well as picnic and group event areas, restrooms, and
lighting.

3 regional
parks

360 acres

Beach Park

Beach parks providepublic coastal accesswith complementary
recreational facilities such as open lawn, BBQs, volleyball or other sports

courts, playgrounds, and/or walking trails or boardwalks. Often beach

11 beach
parks

244 acres
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Park Types Description Total #

parks provide public parking either free or with day use feesand are
accessed by local roads and bus routes, as well as sidewalks and bike
paths to support neighborhood accessBeach parks can also provide
campgrounds, restaurants, or other concessions to serve visitors during the
day or overnight.

TOTAL 163 parks 2,192
acres

Figure3-4. Public Parks by Typeby Recreation Planning Area(Acres)
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Public parks in Santa Barbara County provide a wide array of recreation facilities to support active sports, exercise, plagnd
recreation needs in each community. From timetested essentials such as playgrounds, baseball diamonds, soccer fields, and
basketball courts to emerging high- demand facilities like pickleball courts, disc golf courses, offleash dog areas, and aquatic
facilities, the Recreation Master Plan includes a countywide inventory of known recreation facilities within public parks. Tdse
essential facilities support community well- being and sustainability, supporting many interests and activities for all ages and
abilities. A summary of the total number of each facility type analyzed for the Recreation Master Plan is provided below.

Figure3-5. Total Public Recreation Facilities in Santa Barbara County
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B. Campgrounds

As a popular destination for travelers seeking outdoor adventures,
Santa Barbara County also has 20 campgrounds in local public
parks or State Parks. County Parks provides two popular
campgrounds at Lake Cachuma and Jalama Beach County Parks.

Jalama Beach County Parks currently the only campground owned
by County Parks (seebelow for information about the Lake
Cachuma Recreation Area The parkwas donated to the County
after 1943 by the Atlantic Richfield Oil Company.Jalama Beachhas
since been a popular location for camping,surfing, windsurfing,
beachgoing, and cycling, and is theonly public coastal access point
along more than 40 miles of northern Santa Barbara County
shoreline.Jalama Campground providesl17 campsiteswith picnic
tables and BBQ pis, as well astwo group campsites. 68 sites are
designated as tent campsites and 49 as RV sites; 37 sites offer
electrical hookups for RVs There are alsocabins with an ocean-
view porch. Amenities include restrooms,a coin-operated hot shower building, a dump station, a basketball court, and a
hst}j-| E ® The Yalafma Beéch Siorg and Grilprovides an onsite restaurant with groceries, camp gear, and
souvenirs. Support facilities include 4 ranger residences, a workshop, an ofite water well, 2 onsite potable water tanks,
onsite wastewater disposal via septic systems, and electricity.

County Parks provides two of the 20 public campgrounds
in Santa Barbara County, including Jalama Beach located
on the spectacular coastline of Lompoc Valley. Photo:
County Parks

California State Parksalso provides camping at Gaviota State Park, Refugio State Beach, and El Capitan State Beach.
Additional camping and backpacking facilities are provided within the Los Padres National Forest.

C. Federal and State Parks and Open Space

While public parkland is the focus of the Recreation Master Plan, the value and unique resources provided by Santa Barbara
County's public open spaces and limited access parklands are recognized as substantial pieces of the natural resource and
outdoor recreation landscape. Los Padres National Forest contributes over 630,000 acres of public wilderness and backcountry
with over 770 miles of trails. The National Forest supports natural resource conservation and unique outdoor recreational
activities such as amping, hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding. California State Parks provides approximately 8,345
acres of public open space with three campgrounds and approximately 7 miles of trails.



Lake Cachuma Recreation Area

The LakeCachumaRecreation Areais located in the Santa Ynez Valley, approximately 12 miles east of Solvanc
and 22 miles northwest of SantaBarbara. Lake Cachuma was created by the construction of Bradbury Dam by
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation in 1953. The name "Cachuma" comes from the Chumash village "Aquitsumt
which in the Barbarefio Chumash language translates to "sign". The 9,50@cre Lake Cachuma Recreation Areg
is owned by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and managed by County Parks. Since Lake Cachuma is a drink
water reservoir for Santa Barbara County, swimming is not currently allowedbut the lake anchors a wide variety
of recreational activities, including fishing, camping, disc golf, mountain biking, hiking, and horseback riding.

On the southwestern side of the lake, Cachuma Lake Campgroundffers several hundred sites that can
accommodate tents and/or self-contained RVs as well as group camping Over 100 full hookup sitesprovide
dedicated electrical, water, and sewer, and over 30 partial hookups with dedicated electrical and water.Eght
cabin sites are equipped with electricity, full bathrooms, kitchenettes, living rooms,and private porches. Each site
hasa permanent fire pit/ring and picnic table with access to hot showers, restrooms, two pools, and dump station,
and potable water nearby. The Cachuma Store provides gsoline, groceries camping gear, and souvenirs, and an
¢ ®t x| -1 ®+ _2 - +0 5 ¢ ¢Thdfgis apoat-andMayak rentgl fadility wit® a bait and thckley ]
shop where fishing licenses can be purchased. The lake is stocked with rainbow trout throughout the winte
season, and fishing is open all year from shore or boat. There are five miles of hiking trailgithin the park, and
Los Padres National Foest trails are close by. A variety of programs include wildlife lake cruises, nature walks,
junior ranger programs,and campfire programs.

The Cachuma Lake Disc Golf Course imal8-hole coursefeaturing concrete tees and orange, powdercoated
baskets. Each hole features four pin placements, which can be set up to challenge both recreational players an
seasoned pros. The 2.25mile course begins and ends in front of the Cachuma Lake Store

On the northeastern sideof the lake, Live Oak Campground lies o0 undeveloped acres that were once a
campsite for cowboys. Live Oak Campgroundcan now be rented for large eventsand group camping up to 200
campers/guests in an "open” site.Live Oak Campground also serves as the trailhead for the Live Oak Equestria
Trail, the only dedicated equestrian trail system in the county, that navigates an active cattle ranchalong Lake
* h s 2 portEb@nk.
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Trails in Santa Barbara County traverse stunning landscapes
ranging from coastal bluffs and sandy beaches to creeks and
wetlands to foothill chaparral and rocky canyons. This diversity
means outdoor enthusiasts can experience everything from
ocean views to serene woodland paths and dramatic mountain |
vistas. Trails in the Santa Ynez Mountains offer breathtaking
panoramic views of the Racific Ocean and Channel Islands. |
Coastal trails provide picturesque scenes of the shoreline and
marine life. Backcountry trails in the Los Padres National Forest
take visitors deep into the county's wilderness areas. Urban trails
provide access to beautiful natural corridors, agricultural areas, |
and open spaces while connecting neighborhoods, schools
parks, and other services.Santa Barbara County's mild climate 4N : .

allows for year- round hiking and outdoor activities, making trails ~ Santa Barbara County has worldclass hiking trails, that

an accessible form of recreation for all ages. support fitness and exploration of the natural environment
for all ages. Photo: Independent

In Santa Barbara County, approximately 1,190 miles of trails
support hikers, mountain bikers, equestrians, and nature lovers pm
to explore. An estimated 412 miles of trails are provided within | &
cities and unincorporated communities in the 5 recreation
planning areas. These trails provide neighborhood and *
community access to hiking and biking within open spaces, such |
as the Orcutt Hills, and along corridors, such as the Obern Trail __
along San Antonio Creek in Goleta. An additional 778 miles of
trails are provided in the Los Padres National Forest and
Vandenberg Space Force Base. These trails provide multiser
access to Santa Barbara County's most rural wilderness areas,
as well as backcountry camping and backpacking.

Trails are provided by several agencies, including the County, the
cities and special districts, State Parks, and the U.S. Foresl Tpails in Santa Barbara County support multiple activities,
Service. Strong community involvement and conservation efforts jncjyding hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding.
help preserve the natural beauty and accessibility of these trds.  photo: SLO Horse News

Organizations like the Santa Barbara County Trails Council,
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Santa Maria Valley Open Space, Lompoc Trails, and the Montecito Trails Foundation provide resources and support for
maintaining and enjoying the trails.

Trails can be caegorized in various ways, including by their location or proximity
to a roadway, type of trail surface (e.g., asphalt, natural surface), by the allowed 10f all the paths you take in life,
users of the trail, and their function. They can include neighborhood trails which make sure a few of them are dirti
provide safe routes to school and commercial centers; beach access way trails
trails that make connections from the urban areas into the national forest and John Muir
other public lands; as well as self contained trails within our parks and open
spaces providing accesdor pleasure, nature enjoyment and exercise.As a basis for trail planning and needs assessment, the
Recreation Master Plan includes an inventory of known trails in all 5 recreation planning areas in the county. The existingtl
inventory documents the name (if known), location, alignment, and clasification. A summary of existing trails by type is
provided below, including the combined total trail miles in Santa Barbara County.

Table 3-2. Trail Types in Santa Barbara County
Trail Type Description Example Trails Total Miles
Recreational | Recreational trails typically provide public access to natural | § Franklin Trail in 284 miles
Trails environments for outdoor exploration, play, exercise, and Carpinteria

quiet recreation such as birdwatching. Recreational trails can | ¢  Baron Ranch Trails in
accommodate hikers, mountain bikers, equestrians, and other Gaviota

non- motorized uses, such as dog walkers, trail runners, q
wildlife watchers, artists and photographers, and beachgoers
Recreation trails are often located within natural open space . _
areas and wilderness settings, as well as public parks, T Orcutt Hills Trails in
beaches, and the coast. Recreational trails are typically Orctt

designed as natural surface, offroad trails with a tread width | 1 Midland School Trails in
that can vary between 1 foot to 14 feet, depending on Santa Ynez

location, topography, vegetation, and allowed user group(s).
Recreational trails can consist of trails constructed along or
within public and private easements, or unofficial social trails
that have been establishedover time through repeated use.

Point Sal Trails in
Lompoc Valley

Community Community trails are community connectionsfor both 1 Obern Trail in Goleta 104 miles
Trails recreation and active transportation. Community trails serve
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Trail Type Description Example Trails Total Miles
pedestrians, bicyclists, including e bikes in some locations, i Las Positas Multi Use
and other wheeled transportation, including skateboarders Path in Santa Barbara
and rollerbladers. Community trails are typically located in Waterfront Trail in
neighborhood or community settings as well as providing Santa Barbara
connections to public parks, beaches, and the coastThey 1 SR 246/Santa Ynez Trail

often provide key connections to Recreational trails oother
Community trails as an important component of a

h ¢ ~~2 dirauatiBr@network, connecting people to
places. The design of aCommunity trail widely varie s
depending on the location and intended use of the trail.
Community trails are often constructed as paved pathways
with a minimum 10-foot width, and up depending on
pathway design, separation from other facilities, and user
capacity. The pathscan also be striped for two-way travel. In
other settings, community trails may be constructed with
more natural surfaces, such as compacted decomposed

in Santa Ynez

granite.
State Trails The State of California provides systems of recreational and |  Carpinteria State Beach | 123 miles
community trails that are managed by State agencies § UC Santa Barbara
mclgdmg Callfornla.Stgte Parks and the University of . 1 El Capitan State Beach
California. State trails include both on and off-road trails Refugio S Beach
that are generally multi- use, including pedestrians and T Re u_glo tate Beac
bicyclists, and other non motorized users. 1 Gaviota State Park
i La Purisma Mission
State Historic Park
i Burton Messa Ecological
Reserve
Federal Trails | The United States government provides a system of 1 Manzana Trall 680 miles
recreational and community trails that are managed by  Tunnel Trail
federal agencies, includingthe Los Padres Natlor_1aI_Forest 1 Salisbury Canyon Trail
and Vandenberg Space Force Base. Federal trails include bot
1 Surf Beach

on- and off-road trails that primarily provide access to
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Trail Type Description Example Trails Total Miles
wilderness areas that support hikers, mountain bikers, dog
walkers, trail runners, backpackers, wildlife watchers,nature
artists and photographers, equestrians, wilderness campers,
and hunters, as well as motorized offroad use in some
locations such as altterrain vehicles (ATV). Motorized uses
are only allowed on designated Federal trails in Santa
Barbara County.

TOTAL 1,190 miles

Trails in Santa Barbara County support access to outdoor
recreation, exercise, and exploration of the natural environment.
The Recreation Master Plan evaluates existing trails in Santa
Barbara County based on how they are distributed between the
recreation planning areas and the type of trail experience
provided to the public. Most trails are located in the Los Padres
National Forest. However, as a basis for local trail planning, the
Recreation Master Plan focuses on the trails provided within the
5 recreation planning areas (Figure 3-6). The South Coast,
including Goleta, Santa Barbara, and Carpinteria, is served by 55
percent of the local trail miles in the county. Santa Maria Valley,
Santa Ynez Valley, and Lompoc Valley each provide less than 20
percent of the trail miles. Cuyama has 1percent of the trail miles
with limited connections to the Los Padres National Forest.

Recreational trails in the county support hiking, horseback
riding, and biking. Photo: Travel Buddies
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Figure 3- 6. Trails by Type by Recreation Planning Area (Miles)
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A. California Coastal Trail

The California Coastal Trail also follows portionsof the county's
113-mile coastline, comprising segments of both natural trails in
scenic settings and paved trails through neighborhoods and busy
waterfront areas. Ongoing statewide efforts to complete the
California Coastal Trail would achieve a continuous oute from
Oregon to Mexicq and Santa Barbara County would provide a key
segment from Carpinteria, around Point Conception, and through
the Guadalupe DunesThe California Coastal Trail is a network of R
on- and off-road public trails or routes near or adjacent to the ‘F‘", e
ocean that is intended to provide access to the California coastline s e
for various recreational user groups. In Santa Barbara County, it = e el T .
consists of separate Recreational, MultiUse, and Statetrailsalong ©S! *_}tg¢- t_~*¢_®+ } O- =
which the California Coastal Trail route has been identified as part 113 mile-long coastline to help connect Oregon to Mexico.
of a local jurisdiction's Local Coastal Program (LCP). Where sandy Photo: Santa Ynez Valley News

beach areas exist, the California Coastal Trail may also be

identified as a route along the beach.

A
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The inventory of parks and trails in Santa Barbara County is presented geographically below Figure 3-7, combining data
from several agencies into one map. The Recreation Master Plan uses this map for park and trail planning. While this map
collates the best available geographic information and is considered reliable for planning purposes, the informatiorsi subject
to change and may not represent the actual conditions on the ground.

An interactive version of the Parks & Trails Inventory Map is available atvww.SBCRecPlan.comEnjoy exploring the different
layers to discover all the useful and interesting information they provide

1 The GISbased map of parkland properties (i.e., shapefiles) in Santa Barbara County was originally sourced from the Santa Barbara Quy Conservation Blueprint
(2018) and updated for the Recreation Master Plan. See Appendi&€ and https://sbcblueprint.databasin.org/


http://www.sbcrecplan.com/
https://sbcblueprint.databasin.org/
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Figure3-7. Public Parks, Trails, and Open Spaceén Santa Barbara County

[In production]
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County Parksmaintains 53 properties providing free

access to public parks, trails, and open spacein the Figure 3-8. County-Owned Parks by Type
unincorporated area. County ParkE 2 2 pgrkst ahd
open spacescomprise approximately 2,740 acres, with
an estimated 2,151 acres servingthe North County and
589 acres serving the South Coas Of these assets,
approximately 715 acres within 33 properties are public
parkland, providing recreation facilities on land open
and accessible to the publicwith no fees for parking or
entry. Of this public parkland, County Parksprovides 82
acres in 19 neighborhood parks, 406 acres in eight

Regional
5%

community parks, 134 acres in one regional parkand Opegof/face

731 acres in seven beach parks. Public parkland Community
provides both active and passive recreationdepending 15%
on the park type and location, including sports fields Neighborhood
and courts, playgrounds, BBQ and picnic areas, 3%

restrooms, and trails. County Parks also maintains
1,387 acres of public open space, including several
properties with open access to public trails and walking
paths such as Orcutt Hills Trail Systemn the Santa Maria Valley and San Marcos Foothill Preserve in the South Coast.

Note: Cachuma Lake Recreation Area is owned by the federal
government and operated by County Parks

In addition, County Parks owns and operateshe 27-acre Jalama Beach County Parkn the Lompoc Valley, which provides
fee-based accessto a popular coastal campground and day-use facilities. County Parks alsooperates recreation facilities
within the federally-owned Cachuma LakeRecreation Area which provides fee based lakefront camping, a general store,a
gas station, boat rentals, a playground, and a disc golf courseon over 9,500 acres surrounding Lake Cachuma in the Santa
Ynez Valley

As depicted in Table 3-3 and Figure 3-9, County Parks provides parks, trails, and open spaces in all five recreation planning
areas, including the greatest area (1,895 acres) in the Santa Maria Valley; however, this total acreage is provided by only31
properties and a majority (91 percent) is provided as open space with limited access and recreational amenities, including
Point Sal and Rancho Guadalupe Dunes County Parks. In its dual role to conserve land for both outdoor recreation and resource
protection, these open spaces are valuable assetfor County Parks, but they do not provide public parkland, including

~lh-1_+t¢ g_ht}t+tl® _ j _hhl®®tgt}t+od ¢ +sl|l ®_ ~1 qgiylr-11I

regional park, in Santa Maria Valley.
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‘ Figure 3-9.

5%

Table 3-3. Summary of All County Parks Properties
Park Type Acres ‘ Total No.
Beach 731.2 7
Community 406.1 8
Neighborhood 81.6 19
Regional 1342 1
Open Space 1,387.3 18
Total 2,740.3 53
Note: Beachparks owned by the County include Jalama Beach County Park

Campground, which provides fee- based reservations for overnight stay and day use

access.

‘ Figure 3- 10.

Table 3-4. Summary of Only County Parks
Properties Providing Public Parkland

Park Type Acres ‘ Total No.

Beach 93.2 5

Community 406.1 8

Neighborhood 81.6 19

Regional 134.2 1

Total 715.0 33

South Coast
44%

South Coast

21% l
Valley

Santa Ynez

Cuyama Valley

2% T

Chapter 3.0: Existing Parks and Trails

County-Owned Parks & Open Space by
Recreation Planning Area (Acres)

Cuyama Valley Lompoc Valley

16— o0

Santa Maria

Valley

69%
County-Owned Public Parkland by Recreatior
Planning Area (Acres)

Lompoc Valley
11%

‘ Santa Maria
Valley
24%

Santa Ynez
Valley
19%

i
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County Parks provides a range of recreation facilities,

including ballfields used by youth sports leagues. Photo:
County Parks

®2aag¢c-+® =+sl
CaliforniaBeaches.com

he¢?2

ounty Parks protects wilderness and the coastline, which
+2 -

+° E®

0
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When evaluating only the public parkland provided by County
Parks that meets the diverse recreational needs of communities,
the distribution of public parks is quite different. County Parks
provides 715 acres of public parkland countywide within 33

parks (Table 3-4 and Figure 3-10). Approximately 44 percent

(317 acres) of this public parkland is provided on the South Coast
within 18 parks. The Santa Maria Valley has6 County Parks
properties providing 169 acres of public parkand.

The complete inventory of County Parks properties is provided
below (Table 3-5) and includesthe park location, type, size, and
approximate total of key recreation facilities currently provided,
including sports courts and fields, public pools, community
centers and gymnasiums, skate and bike parksdog parks, and
disc golf. While additional types of facilities (i.e., playgrounds,
picnic areas, trails) are included and considered in the
Recreation Master Plan, these key facilities areestimated in
response to public input that indicates a strong need and
preference for these types of facilities in the planning process
Profiles of several selected County parks are provided
subsequently.
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Table 3-5. County Parks Properties by Recreation Planning Area, Park Type, and Key Facilities

Park Location, Type,

and Name

Cuyama Valley

Neighborhood Parks

Richardson County Park

15.7

Total

15.7

Lompoc Valley

Beach Parks

Jalama Beach County
Park

26.6

Ocean Beach Park

38.9

Community Parks

Miguelito County Park

5.4

Santa Rosa Park

24.3

Neighborhood Parks

Falcon Open Space Park

0.9

Vandenberg Hills Little
League Fields

7.5

Total

103.7

Santa Maria Valley

Beach Parks

Rancho Guadalupe
Dunes County Park

614.9

Community Parks
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Park Location, Type,

and Name

Baseball-

Pickleball

Basketball

3-23

Disc Golf

Orcutt Community Park | 25.6 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Neighborhood Parks

Cobblestone Open 3.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Space

Domino Open Space 1.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Lee West Open Space | 1.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Open Space

Orcutt Hills Trails East | 51.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Orcutt Hills Trails West | 256.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Point Sal 44.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Point Sal Preserve 759.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Rice Ranch Open Space 0.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Stonebrook Open Space 3.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Regional Parks

Waller Park 134.2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Total 1,894.9 2 0 0 0 0 0 2
Santa Ynez Valley

Community Parks

Los Alamos Park 49.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nojoqui Falls County 83.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Park

Neighborhood Parks

Santa Ynez Park 3.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 136.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Park Location, Type,

and Name

Baseball-
Pickleball
Basketball
Disc Golf

South Coast
Beach Parks

Arroyo Burro Beach 6.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
County Park

Goleta Beach County 33.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Park

Rincon Beach Park 11.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Community Parks

Rocky Nook Park 17.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Toro Canyon Park 88.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Tuckers Grove Park 111.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Neighborhood Parks

Blueberry Hill 2.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Neighborhood Park

Calle Barquero Open 2.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Space

Kellogg Open Space 8.4 0 0 0 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Lookout Park 6.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Manning Park 11.8 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
Ocean View Park 3.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oceanview Park 8.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pelican Park 1.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Rhoads Neighborhood | 1.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Park
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1 — c=5 Y—
Park Location, Type, ACres g E T O
and Name s x~ = O
@© Q © §2
] o as) &)
Rhoads Open Space 0.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sea Lookout Park 1.3 0
Walter Capps Park 2.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Open Space
Hammond's Meadow 5.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Lassen Open Space 2.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
More Mesa Open Space| 36.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Patterson Open Space | 3.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
San Marcos Foothills 200.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Preserve
Summerland Greenwell | 1.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Preserve
Tabano Hollow Open 1.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Space
Tarragona Open Space | 3.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Teardrop Open Space | 0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Thunderbird Open 0.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Space
Town & Country Open | 6.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Space
University Circle Open | 11.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Space
Total 589.5 1 0 0 4 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 3
Total County Parks 2,740.3 |8 2 0 4 5 1 2 2 1 0 0 5 1
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Goleta Beach County Park

Region South Coast
Size 33.1acres
Park Type Beach

Goleta Beach County Park provides coastal access and
recreational facilities in the Eastern Goleta Valleyat the mouth
of the Goleta Slough Visitors are served by a full service
restaurant and recreational fishing pier. The park has BBQ areas -
that can accommodate 25 to 210 people. There are numerous
picnic tables and benches, as well as restrooms, a playground,
and horseshoe areasThe Obern Trail, a multi use trail that is
popular with cyclists, runs through the park toconnectthe
University of California, Santa Barbarato the Goleta Valley and
the City of Santa Barbara.

Jalama Beach County Park & Campground

Region Lompoc Valley
Size 26.6 acres
Park Type Beach

Jalama Beach County Park provides a popular coastal
campground and beach access. The campground has two group
camping areas, tent and RV camping, and cabins available for
rent. Campers and day use visitors can enjoy horseshoes, a
playground, a basketball court, restrooms, BBQ areas, pichic
tables, and benches. There are also mukiuse trails around the
park that provide beach access and ocean views. Visitors can
also use showers, adishwashing station, and eat and shop at

the Jalama Store.Day- use and campgound fees are charged for
all visitors.
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Lookout Park

Region South Coast
Size 6.6 acres
Park Type Neighborhood

Lookout Park in Summerland features two reservable group BBC
areas that can accommodate 25 people each. There are also TR ot

picnic tables and benches, a horseshoe area, a playground, a )1 aa "; ,3.\".' %
restroom, a trail, and an outdoor volleyball court. The trails SN
provide beachaccess to a popular bird watching and surfing
spot at Summerland Beach.

o '-' 2 '. - - - >
VT R T e—

Los Alamos Park

Region Santa Ynez Valley
Size 49.9 acres
Park Type Community

Los Alamos County Parks located south of the community of

Los Alamos. Thee reservable BBQ areasan accommodate 50 to
125 people. Multi use trails throughout the park connectto open &
spaces, as well as picnic tables, horseshoe areas, a playground, #
and a restroom. 7




3-28 Chapter 3.0: Existing Parks and Trails

Manning Park

Region Santa Maria Valley
Size 11.8acres
Park Type Neighborhood

Manning Park in Montecito provides six reservable BBQ areas
that can accommodate 40 to 310 people. Multi use trails
throughout the park connect open spaces, as well as picnic
tables, one baseball/softball field, one tennis court, picnic
tables, a playground, restrooms, and a horseshoe area.

Miguelito County Park

Region Santa Maria Valley
Size 5.4 acres
Park Type Community

Miguelito County Park is located 3 miles south of Lompoc. The
park has two reservable BBQ areas that each accommodate up
to 60 people. Visitors can use the playground, horseshoe area,
picnic tables, and restrooms. Trails at the park are popular for
equestrians and dog walkers.
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Nojoqui Falls County Park

Region Santa Ynez Valley
Size 83.5acres
Park Type Community

Nojoqui Falls County Park provides a short hiking trail to Nojoqui
Falls, as well as other trails that connect to the Santa Ynez
Valley. The park has four reservable BBQ areas that can
accommodate 100 to 350 people. Visitors can enjoy open space
a playground, picnic tables, and restrooms at the park.

Ocean Beach Park

Region Lompoc Valley
Size 38.9acres
Park Type Beach

Ocean Beach Park is located 13 miles west of Lompoc. The park
features BBQ areas, picnic tables and benches, a playground,
restrooms, and trails with ocean views that run parallel to the
shore and down to Surf BeachBeach access is closed to the
public from March 1 through September 3Gach yeardue to the
snowy plover nesting season.
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Ocean View Park

Region South Coast
Size 3.2 acres
Park Type Neighborhood

Oceanview Park is located at the eastern end of Summerland
and features benches and picnic tables, BBQ areas, and a
walking path. Most of the park is made up of a large, open
grassy area that overlooks the ocean.

Orcutt Community Park

Region Santa Maria Valley
Size 25.6 acres
Park Type Community

Orcutt Community Parkis located on the south side of Orcutt.
This park provides two baseball fields and two soccer fields to
support active sports, as well as a playground. An offleash dog
recreation area is fenced within 2.5 acres, providing dedicated :
areas for small and largedogs, plus amenities such as dog water .
fountains and seating areas. Amenities for gatherings include
BBQs, picnic tables, restrooms, and group picnic areas. Orcutt
Community Park contains trailheads to the Orcutt Hills, which
provide hiking trails to local and regional networks in Santa
Maria Valley.
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Rancho Guadalupe Dunes County Park

Region Santa Maria Valley
Size 614.9acres >
Park Type Beach

Guadalupe Dunes County Park is located on the western edge of &
Guadalupe. This park is known for its miles of pristine dunes
along the shore. Popular activities include fishing, bird watching,
and whale watching. There is a trail around the parking lot at

the beach. There are also picnic tables and restrooms available.
Park access is restricted during the snowy plover nesting season
from March 1 to October 1 each year.

Richardson County Park

Region Cuyama Valley
Size 15.7 acres
Park Type Neighborhood

Richardson County Park is located in New Cuyama, abutting
parkland managed by the CVRD. The park includes BBQ grills,
picnic tables, group picnic areas, hiking trails, a playground, and =
restrooms. Joseph Centeno Cuyama Aquatics Complex is also
located within the park. The part of the park managed by the
CVRD includes two baseball/softball fields and a soccer field.
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Rincon Beach Park

Region South Coast
Size 11.6acres
Park Type Beach

Rincon Beach Park is located south of Carpinteria on the coast. =
This public park provides beach access, picnic tables, restrooms =
and BBQ areas, including one reservable area with capacity for
80 people. The park provides a walking trail that runs parallelto
the coast.

Rocky Nook Park

Region Santa Maria Valley
Size 17 acres
Park Type Community

Rocky Nook Park is in Santa Barbara. The park has one
reservable BBQ area that can accommodate up to 50 people.
The park offers shaded picnic areas, short trails, and large
sandstone bouldersfor kids to climb. Trails at the park are
popular for equestrians and dogwalkers. Amenities at Rocky
Nook include a horseshoe area, a playground, and restrooms.
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Santa Ynez Park

Region Santa Maria Valley
Size 3.2 acres
Park Type Neighborhood

Santa Ynez Park in the community of Santa Ynez has two
reservable BBQ areas that can accommodate up to 100 people
each, and a reservable indoor kitchen. The park has restrooms, ¢
playground, picnic tables and benches, and an outdoor volleyball
court.

Tuckers Grove County Park

Region Santa Maria Valley
Size 111.4acres
Park Type Community

Tuckers Grove Park is in Eastern Goleta Valley between Santa
Barbara and Goleta. One of the most popular attractions at the
park is its large off-leash dog park. The park has eight
reservable BBQ areas that can accommodate 25 to 400 people.
Visitors can erjoy large grassy open spaces, horseshoe areas,
playgrounds, and restrooms. Trails at the park are popular for
equestrians, dogwalkers, and mountain bikers.
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Waller Park

Region Santa Maria Valley
Size 134.2acres
Park Type Regional

Waller Park in Orcutt provides 11 reservable group picnic areas '}
that can accommodate 16 to 310 people, as well as benches,
picnic tables, and BBQ areas. There are trails throughout the
park, a 27- hole disc golf course, and several areas with

the park, surrounded by benches and grassy open space.
Adjacent to the park, the City of Santa Maria providesfour
baseball/softball fields and six pickleball courts within the
Hagerman Sports Complex. There is also a large offeash dog
park called Woof P.A.C. Park within Waller Park.

3.5. Acl t we 07T WAWHI PVAgqRYUWERSE GURHEEE HI1J1

In addition to County Parks, tie unincorporated area of Santa Barbara Countys served by public parksprovided by special
districts. The Cuyama Valley Recreation and Park DistrifCVRD is an independent special use district created in 1958 to
provide park and recreation services for over 500 residentin the Cuyama Valley CVRDowns and operates two properties

providing 13.6 acresof public recreation facilities, including a portion of Richardson Park and the Montgomery Hall Community
Center in New Cuyam (Table 3-6).

Table 3-6. CVRD Properties by Recreation Planning Area, Park Type, and Key Facilities

Park Location, Type, Acres

and Name

Baseball
Football
Pickleba
Il Courts
Gvmnasi
Disc Golf

Cuyama Valley
Neighborhood Parks
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: T = S @ 5
Park Location, Type, Q o D S c o
Acres o = X O = )
and Name & S 38 . 2
m LL o = (O] (@)
CVRD Richardson Park | 13.1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other Facilities
Montgomery Hall 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
Building
Total CVRD 13.6 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

The Isla Vista Recreation and Parks District (IVRPD) was established in 197@ provide spaces and programs for recreation,
social interaction, and cultural events. IVRPD owns and operatesl8 properties providing 50.1 acres of public recreation
facilities, including 16.5 acres of public parkland and 33.3 acres of public open space, as well as the IVRPD officeaple 3- 7).

Table 3-7. IVRPD Properties by Recreation Planning Area, Park Type, and Key Facilities

Park Location, Type,

Acres
and Name

Baseball
Football
Pickleba
Il Courts
Gvmnasi
Disc Golf

South Coast

Community Parks

Embarcadero Park 4.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Neighborhood Parks

Camino Pescadero Park | 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Estero Park & Tipi 6.8 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Village

Gaffney Park 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Greek Park 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kid's Trail Park 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Park Location, Type,

and Name

Baseball
Football
Pickleba
Il Courts
Gvmnasi
Disc Golf

Little Acorn Park 0.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pardall Gardens 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sueno Orchard 0.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Sueno Park 0.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Trigo Pasado Park 0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Open Space

Camino Corto Open 21.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Space

Del Sol Vernal Pool 11.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Reserve

Pocket Parks

Childrens Park 0.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Rottapel Park 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Window to the Sea Park | 0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other Facilities

Isla Vista Recreation 0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
and Park District Office

Total IVRPD 50.1 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 1







Chapter Four:
Recreation Needs

Assessment




Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan 4-1
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To understand what types of parks, recreation, and trails are needed in Santa Barbara County, an assessment of how and
where the existing public parks and trails are either meeting or not meeting local demands must be prepared. The County
conducted a recration needs assessment by combining several indicators for each recreation planning area and Santa
Barbara County as a whole. Because of the size, scale, and diversity of Santa Barbara County, this assessment considers
several types of indicators, both quditative and quantitative, to give a broad perspective of the recreation level of service
provided countywide now and in the future. As described below, each indicator provides insight into unmet needs to inform
the recommendations and actions of the Recration Master Plan. (see alsoChapter 5.0, A Plan for Parks, Recreation, and
Trails, below).

4.1. AUHI WeqRYUW WIT+ Wi O REG q VI f“r\‘

Indicators are like gauges on a dashboard. They inform decisioimaking but do

not make those decisions. Rather, decisions are made using the information the

dashboard provides. Accordingly, County Parks conducted a Recreation Need What are indicators?
Indicator Study using the following strategically selected indicators to help ensure )

that the recommendations developed in the Recreation Master Plan are timely,  Like gauges on a dashboard,
relevant, reliable, and comprehensive. The indicators are considered together with  indicators are data that inform
input received through public feedtack to help guide County Parks, its partner decision- making but do not
agencies, and the public toward recreation projects that meet evolving needs over make decision for us. Instead of
time. The results of the study are integrated with the recreation needs assessment picking the destination, they

below. point us in the right direction.
4.2. Az HORAWAZII{tW + + 3t GWU0q

The County analyzed the existing parks to determine the existing and future Public Park Level of Service (LOS) in Santa Bagba
County and within each of the five recreation planning areas. Public Park LOS indicators evaluate how parks serve the
community. Since the Recreation Master Plan considers regional recreation needs within 5 recreation planning areas that
comprise cities and surrounding unincorporated communities, the Recreation Master Plan considers how local parks compare
to similar regions in the nation. Public Park LOS indicators can also be compared to benchmarks set by similar agencies.
Benchmarks are published by the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) in its Agency Performance Review. These
indicators establish current conditionsand direct future planning efforts toward recommended LOS targets. A summary of the
Recreation LOS metrics used to indicate needs is provided belaw



Indicator No. 1. Parkland LOSE Acres of Public Parks per 1,000 people

Chapter 4.0: Recreation Needs Assessment

This indicator compares how much public parkland is available to a population. A low number could indicate overcrowding
and conflicting demands for the available facilities.

The County's adopted standard is 4.7 acres of public parkland per 1,000 peopl@nd the Recreation Master Plan recognizes
this policy standard for unincorporated areas.This long standing metric in the County was based on a 1978 needs assessment
conducted for the 1980 Land Use Elemerdnd has been used for park planningor over four decades Even thoughthis standard

is outdated, it still outperforms the current Parkland LOS for the State of California, which, as of 2020, provides only 3atres
of parks per 1,000 people (AppendixD).

To understand currentmetrics and benchmarks for park planning County Parks comparedM _
Parkland LOS to the national averageas a benchmarki
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as comparing the recreation planning areas to national benchmarks for similar regions. As of 2023, the typical park and
recreation agency managesl0.8 acresof parkland per 1,000 people in its jurisdiction.However, the amount of parkland per

1,000 people varies accorihg to the population of the area served by the agency; these form the Parkland LOS goals for the
Recreation Master Plan Table 4-1).

Table 4-1.

Recommended Goals for Parkland LO®ased on Regional Population

Total Regional Population Park Acres per 1,000 people

Less than 20,000 13
20,000-49,999 11.3
50,000-99,999 11.2
100,000 250,000 8.9
>250,000 10.1
National Average 10.8

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendi®

Currently, Santa Barbara County provides 4.9 acres of parkland per 1,000 people, exceeding the County's adopted standard
but falling significantly short of typical parks and recreation agencies nationally (Table 4-2). Currently, Santa Maria Valley is
the only recreation planning areathat falls short of meeting the County's adopted standard, with 3.5 acres of parkland per

1,000 people.

+ O
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Table 4-2.

Recreation Planning Area

Goal for Parkland LOS

Existing Parkland LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2025)

Existing Parkland LOS

Additional Acres Needed to
Reach Goal Parkland LOS

Cuyama Valley 13 48.2 0
Lompoc Valley 11.2 7.1 225
Santa Maria Valley 8.9 3.5 797
Santa Ynez Valley 13 111 37
South Coast 8.9 5.0 803
Countywide 10.8 4.9 2,669

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendi®

Note: Bold indicates need for additional public parkland acres

With population growth through 2050 to approximately 510,000 residentsand no change to the current amount of public
parkland, Santa Barbara County would provide only 4.3 acres of parkland per 1,000 people, which indicates approximately
254 additional acres of parkland are neededat a minimum to maintain the County's adopted standard in 2050. By 2050, only
Cuyama Valley will have enough parkland to achieve the Parkland LOS goals. Further, Lompoc Valley and Santa Maria Valley
would not achieve the County's alopted standard. To achieve the Recreation Master Plan's Parkland LOS goals for each region,
the county needs over 3,300 additional acres of public parkland over the next 20 to 30 yeard able 4- 3).

Table 4-3. Future Parkland LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2050)

Additional Acres Needed to

Future Parkland LOS Reach Goal Parkland LOS

Goal for Parkland LOS

Recreation Planning Area

Cuyama Valley 13 44.4 0
Lompoc Valley 11.2 6.3 306
Santa Maria Valley 8.9 3.0 996
Santa Ynez Valley 13 9.9 65
South Coast 8.9 4.7 929
Countywide 10.8 4.3 3,312

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendik
Note: Bold indicates need for additional public parkland acres
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Indicator No. 2.Park Count LOS Total People per Public Park

This indicator compares the total number of parks serving a population. A high number could indicate overcrowding and

conflicting demands for available facilities.

As of 2023, the typical park and recreation agency serves 2,287 people per public pafRppendix D). However, the number of
people served per park varies according to the population of the area served by the agency; these form the Park Count LOS

goals for the Recreation Master Plan Table 4-4).

Table 4-4. Recommended Goals for Park County LOS based on Regional Population

Total Population

Less than 20,000

Maximum People per
Public Park

1,225

20,000 49,999

2,014

50,000-99,999

2,240

100,000 250,000

3,240

>250,000

5,791

National Average

2,287

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendi

Currently, Santa Barbara County serves an average of 2,648 people per park, exceeding typical parks and recreation agencies
nationally and indicating that the county needs at least 27 additional parks (Table 4-5). Santa Maria Valley and Lompoc
Valley currently exceed the Park Count LOS goals by population size.
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Table 4-5. Existing Park Count LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2025)

: : " Additional Parks Needed to
Recreation Planning Area Goal for Park Count LOS Existing Park Count LOS Reach Park Count LOS Goa
Cuyama Valley 1,225 298 0
Lompoc Valley 2,240 2,885 6
Santa Maria Valley 3,240 3,263 1
Santa Ynez Valley 2,041 1,596 0
South Coast 2,340 2,267 0
Countywide 2,287 2,648 27

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendi®
Note: Bold indicates need for additional parks

With population growth through 2050, Santa Barbara County would serve 2,998 people per park, which indicates
approximately 53 additional parks are needed to achieve the Recreation Master Plan's goals by 2050rable 4-6). By 2050,
only Cuyama Valley and Santa Ynez Valley would have enough parks to achieve the Park Count LOS goal, and Lompoc Valley,
Santa Maria Valley, and the South Coast would not achieve the Park Count LOS goal.

Table 4-6. Future Park Count LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2050)

Recreation Planning Area Goal for Park Count LOS Future Park Count LOS ggg‘;‘ﬁ gjriaggimi%jgdéga
Cuyama Valley 1,225 324 0

Lompoc Valley 2,240 3,267 9

Santa Maria Valley 3,240 3,758 8

Santa Ynez Valley 2,041 1,777 0

South Coast 2,340 2,420 4

Countywide 2,287 2,998 53

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendik
Note: Bold indicates need for additional parks
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Indicator No. 3. Key Facility LOSE Total People per Recreation Facility Type

This indicator evaluates whether parks provide enough key recreation facilities to serve demand. A high number could
indicate overcrowding. This evaluation could also indicate missing facilities.

The number of people served per key facility varies by facilitytype based on national averages these form the Key Facility
LOS goals for the Recreation Master PlanT@able 4-7).

Table 4-7. Recommended Goals for Key Facility LOS

Key Recreation Facilities  Maximum Population per Facility

Baseball Softball Fields 6,339
Soccer Fields 11,541
Football/Multi - Sport Fields | 90,017
Tennis Court$ 9,576
Pickleball Courts 15,520
Basketball Courts 7,896
Skate Parks 75,014
Bike/Pump Tracks 90,017
Dog Parks Off Leash 40,917
Disc Golf 56,261
Playgrounds 3,659
Public Pools 50,009
Community Centers 22,504
Public Gymnasiums 112,521

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendi®
* May be combined in one facility designed forboth pickleball and tennis

Currently, Santa Barbara County needs soccer and mulport fields, tennis and pickleball courts, basketball courts, skate
parks, public pools and aquatic facilities, and public gymnasiums(Table 4- 8).
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Table 4-8. Existing Key Facility LOS Countywide (2025)

Additional
Total Facilities Population Per Goal for Key Facilities Needed

Key Recreation Facilities

Countywide Facility Facility LOS to Reach Key
Facility LOS Goal
Baseball Softball Fields 71 6,339 6,863 0
Soccer Fields 39 11,541 7,228 24
Football/Multi - Sport Fields 5 90,017 9,177 45
Tennis Courts 43 10,467 5,860 30
Pickleball Courts 31 14,519 13,922 4
Basketball Courts 57 7,896 7,404 4
Skate Parks 6 75,014 53,114 3
Bike/Pump Tracks 5 90,017 1,205,270 0
Dog Parks Off Leash 11 40,917 43,532 0
Disc Golf 8 56,261 69,355 0
Playgrounds 123 3,659 3,759 0
Public Pools 8 56,261 38,635 3
Community Centers 20 22,504 29,494 0
Public Gymnasiums 4 112,521 31,215 11

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendi®

Note: Bold indicates need for additional key recreation facilities

By 2050, Santa Barbara County will also need baseball/softball fields, offleash dog parks, and playgrounds. These needs are
most severe in Santa Ynez Valley, Lompoc Valley, and Santa Maria Valley, although all regions will require different faciis
to meet future needs(Table 4-9).



Table 4-9.

Key Recreation Facilities

Future Key Facility LOS Countywide (2050)

Total Facilities
Countywide

Population Per
Facility

Chapter 4.0: Recreation Needs Assessment

Goal for Key
Facility LOS

Additional
Facilities Needed
to Reach Key
Facility LOS Goal

Baseball- Softball Fields 71 7,179 6,863 4
Soccer Fields 39 13,069 7,228 32
Football/Multi - Sport Fields 5 101,939 9,177 51
Tennis Courts 43 10,845 5,860 40
Pickleball Courts 31 17,576 13,922 8
Basketball Courts 57 8,942 7,404 12
Skate Parks 84,950 53,114

Bike/Pump Tracks 101,939 1,205,270 0
Dog Parks Off Leash 11 46,336 43,532

Disc Golf 8 63,712 69,355 0
Playgrounds 123 4,144 3,759 13
Public Pools 8 56,633 38,635

Community Centers 20 25,485 29,494

Public Gymnasiums 4 127,424 31,215 13

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendi®

Note: Bold indicates need for additional key recreation facilities




Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan 4-9

Maintaining Recreation Facilities
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modernization of its existing facilities. Many parks are aging and requireongoing investment to address deferred maintenance

issues such as deteriorating infrastructure, outdated amenities, and safetyupgrades. Common needs include repairing or

replacing roofs, restrooms, playgrounds, irrigation systems, andpavement, as well as improving accessibility and energy

efficiency. Despite effortstopri¢ - t £t ¢ 1 | g2z | h-txth_} 2@-¢zIl hx®u _ ®tr tqgth
unfunded, creating a backlog that impacts service quality and user experience. These challenges underscore the importance

of long-term capital planning, sustainable funding strategies, and community engagement to ensure that parks remain safe,

functional, and welcoming for all residents.

4.3. Acl t W RIGRE Rg! WAW PG Rk ARMR G AW 0 q

In addition to considering whether the county is served by enough parks, recreation planning must consider whether the
location of parks supportshigh levels of public access and availability to all user groupsParks located far from neighborhoods
or accessible only via roadways without sidewalks, bikeways,or other active transportation mode, may not be safely
accessible to children, seniors, andothers with limited access to access to a personal vehicleAs a goal of the Recreation
Master Plan is to ensire access to parks for all, he Recreation Indicators Study also evaluated the accessibility of parks in the
county, including how feasible walking to parks is in each recreation planning area and whether parks are accessible via acé
transportation such as bicycles and public transportation, as summarized lelow.

Indicator No. 4. Neighborhood Access LOS Average Population within walking distance of a public park

This indicator compares the walkability of each recreation planning area by estimating the average number of people who
live within 1/4 mile of a park, which is a reasonable distance to walk and takes about 15 minutes. A higher number indicates
that parks are generally located close to where people live and are more walkable. A lower number indicates that more
parks are needed closer to where people live.
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Table 4-10. Average Population within % mile of a Public Park by Recreation Planning Area

Santa Ynez Valley - 311
Cuyama Valley 0
0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500

The most walkable region is the South Coast, where an average of 2,094 people live within 1/4 mile of a park. The least
walkable regions are the Cuyama Valley, where no one lives within 1/4 mile of a park, and the Santa Ynez Valley, where an
average of 311people live near a park. A priority should be placed on citing new parks near existing and future neighborhoods
to ensure walkability and accessibility in these regions and reduce the need for vehicle trips and travel time to reach recaéon
(Table 4- 10).

Indicator No. 5. Active Transportation LOS- Active transportation access to a public park

This indicator assesses each recreation planning area based on how parks serve active transportation facilities, including
sidewalks, bike lanes or paths, or public transportation such as transit stops and high- quality transit corridors (HQTC). This
evaluation aligns with the Active Transportation Plan prepared by the County in coordination with SBCAG. This assessment
helps indicate where improvements to transportation infrastructure could help park visitors use non-vehicular modes to
reach recreation.
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Table 4-11. Total Parks with Access to Active Transportation Modes by Recreation Planning Area
80 75
70 63
60
50 43
40
30 28
20 15 -
0, 5 1ii ;iiii o 9
0 _— [
Cuyama Valley Lompoc Valley Santa Maria Valley Santa Ynez Valley South Coast
m Parks in HQTC m Parks near Major Transit Stop

m Parks with Bicycle Connections m Parks with Sidewalk Connections

The South Coast has the most parks with sidewalks and bicycle connections to surrounding communities. The South Coast also
has the most parks within an HQTC or near transit stops. Cuyama Valley and Santa Ynez Valley have the fewest parks with
sidewalks or bicycle connections and no major public transportation serves the parks. Consistent with the Active
Transportation Plan, a priority should be placed on extending sidewalks, walking paths, bicycle lanes and paths, and transit
services to serve existing anduture parks, particularly regional and community parks that host competitive sports and after
school programs(Table 4-11).

4.4. NI ¢RIt w ++ 3ttt a0q

County Parksanalyzed the existing trails to determine the existing and future TrailLOSin Santa Barbara County and within
each of thefive recreation planning areas. Trail LOS indicators evaluate how trails serve the community. The Recreation Master
Plan considers the total miles of local trails (i.e., nonfederal and non- state) relative to population countywide and in each
recreation planning area. Local metrics are used for trail needs assessment since national benchmarks for similar trail metrics
are not currently available, and trail conditions vary widely depending on local conditions and jurisdictional boundaries. These
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local metrics establish current conditions to inform trail planning, including drawing attention to underserved communitiesA
summary of the Trail LOS metrics used to indicate needs is provided below.

Indicator No. 6. Trail LOSE Miles of trails per 1,000 people

This indicator compares how many miles of trails are available to a population. A low number could indicate overcrowding
and conflicting demands for the available facilities. When considering existing Trail LOS in the five recreation planning aas
only, Santa Barbara County provides an average of 2.2 miles of trails per 1,000 people and a median of 0.9 miles of trails per
1,000 people. The Recreation Master Plan uses this range to help identify the areas of the county most in need of additional
trails and provide an aspirational target for planning purposes.

Figure4-1. Trail LOS Range Base@n Existing Local Trail Conditionsin Recreation Planning Areas

Aspirational target: 2.2 trail miles per 1,000 people
(average)

Minimum target: 0.9 trail miles per 1,000 people
(median)

Source:See Section 3.2, Public Trails Appendix D

Based on these indicators, Santa Barbara County would benefit from at least 90 more miles of trailgprimarily in Lompoc
Valley and Santa Maria Valley to create similar trail conditions in all recreation planning areas.However, to achieve the goal
of 2.2 miles of trails per 1,000 people Santa Barbara County needs over 670 additional miles within the five recreation planning
areas (Table 4-12). This need may be offset with trails provided in accessible areas within federal lands, such as the fra-
country of Los Padres National Forestithin the South Coast.
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Table 4-12. Existing Trail LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2025)

Recreation Planning Area Goal for Trail LOS Existing Trail LOS gggﬁ'ﬁ q_?;;:-f‘gs'vl |cl;e(;sall\leeded o
Cuyama Valley 2.2 6.2 0

Lompoc Valley 2.2 0.1 115

Santa Maria Valley 2.2 0.3 273

Santa Ynez Valley 2.2 3.4 0

South Coast 2.2 0.9 272

Countywide 2.2 0.7 677

See Sectior3.2, Public Trails Appendix D
Note: Bold indicates need for additional key recreation facilities

To maintain this Trail LOS by 2050at least 51 additional miles of trails would be needed for a total of 141 more miles of trails,
including on the South CoastHowever, to achieve the goal of 2.2 miles of trails per 1,000 people by 2050, Santa Barbara
County needs over 670 additional miles within the five recreation planning areasTable 4- 13). While these needs are most
apparentin Lompoc Valley, Santa Maria Valley, and the South Coast, trails are the most popular form of recreation countywide
and all regions, including Santa Ynez Valley and Cuyama Valley, would benefit from more trails (segection4.5, Recreation
Facility Needs Indicated by the Recreation Survey Results

Table 4-13. Future Trail LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2050)

Recreation Planning Area Goal for Trail LOS Future Trail LOS gggﬁ'ﬁ q_?;;:-rfggﬂ |(I3ec;sall\leeded o
Cuyama Valley 2.2 5.7 0

Lompoc Valley 2.2 0.1 131

Santa Maria Valley 2.2 0.3 321

Santa Ynez Valley 2.2 3.1 0

South Coast 2.2 0.8 303

Countywide 2.2 0.6 806

Source Appendix D
Note: Bold indicates need for additional key recreation facilities
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The Recreation Surveys (Appendid) indicate a wide range of needs for specific recreation facilities in the county. Requests
for more facilities with improved access and maintenance range frompublic trails to campgrounds to sports fields and courts
and aquatic facilities with cooling features. A strong theme heard through the community outreach conducted for the
Recreation Master Plan was a need for more local facilities to support youth and adult sports leagues and recreational pla
to reduce the need to leave the county for competitive sports. Additionallythe community reported a strong need for trails to
serve hikers,mountain bikers, horseback riders, andother non- motorized users, including specialized facilities forspecific
users, such as equestrianonly facilities and bike parks, such assingle-track downhill facilities for mountain bikes and BMX
pump track facilities. While the Recreation Master Plan considers all ideas and suggestions, in summary, thiep 10 new and
improved recreation facilities needed countywide includea balance of higher intensity recreation facilities, such as sports and
aguatic complexes, with lower-intensity outdoor recreation, such as campgrounds, trails, and disc golf coursegFigure 4- 2).

Figure4-2. Top Ten Recreation Facility Needs based oifCommunity Engagement

Sports complexes with
Trails for hiking, outdoor fields and
biking, and riding courts, as well as

indoor sports facilities,

Community pools,
aquatic centers, and
splash zones

BMX/mountain bike
parks and skate parks

Soccer fields and Tennis & pickleball
goals courts

Baseball/softball

Basketball courts diamonds

Campgrounds Disc golf courses

Appendix A
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When survey results were analyzed based on recreation planningreas, several of these recreation needs fell within the top
five for each (Figure 4-3). Priorities change by location and unique needs arisein some places, such as volleyball in Santa
Ynez Valley and creative/interactive playgrounds on the South Coast. Consistently, trails, sporfield complexes, and aquatic

centers were among the most popular needs in all five regions.

Figure4- 3. Top Five Recreation Facility Needs by Recreation Planning Area
4 N [ N [ N [ )
Santa Maria Lompoc Santa Ynez Cuyama

Valley Valley Valley Valley South Coast

Sports complex with

Mountain bike trails outdoor & indoor sports

Hiking & horse trails Hiking & horse trails

Pools/splash
pads/cooling features

Sports complex with

Trails and bike paths fields/courts

Playgrounds

Sports complex/soccer

fields Pickleball/tennis

Pickleball/tennis

Sports fields & courts

Disc golf

Disc golf Camping Dog park

Pickleball/tennis Skate/BMX Pickleball
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Appendix A

Volleyball

The Recreation Survey also informed County Parks about key issues to address through park and trail planning, as well as
facility management and operations. Key opportunities includeupgrading or repairing existing playgrounds, restrooms, trash
cans, and water fountains, providing better turf and weed management, and installing natural playscapes and other
improvements for children to safely explore outdoors.Additional park rangers could better enforce County Parks rules, and
additional maintenance staff could provide cleaner and higherquality park facilities. Many community members desire
extended park hours, particularly for open recreational swimming in public poolsand lighting for nighttime play and sports
leagues. A strong desire was expressed for more recreation and sports programs to engage and protect kitdlsealth and well-
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being, as well as more community events in parks, like music, movies, art, and celebrations or public gatheringkastly, the
community showed support for interagency coordination and publie private partnerships to make building public parks and
trails more efficient and feasible.

Through community engagement, County Parkalso heard about the needs of specific user groups, including offeash dog
recreation, horseback riding and equestrian recreation, and mountain biking. The popularity of these forms of recreation relkes

to Santa Barbara County's history, geography, climate, ad culture. Often these user groups seek out the same locations,
including trails, beaches, and open space areas. These unique needs and the balance between them are recognized in the
Recreation Master Plan.

Santa Barbara County is a petfriendly place! Through survey
results and community engagement, County Parks understands
there is a need for facilities that support off-leash dog recreation
and equestrian activities and trail riding. Santa Barbara County has
11 off-leash dog parks, including one offleash beachin the City of
Santa Barbara, accessedat Arroyo Burro CountyPark on the South
Coast. There are no dedicated offleash trails in local parks and 8
open spaces. Further, several open spaces support horse trai #&
riding, including Los Flores Ranch and Ellwood Mesa Open Space
as well as beach riding, but there are no pullic equestrian facilities,
including barns, stables, arenas, or boardingThere is also only one
dedicated equestrian trail in the county on the north shore of Lake
Cachuma with a trailhead at Live Oak Campground.Additionally, 3 i i

Santa Barbara County's terain supports world-class mountain Recreation needs are everchanging, including for our
biking, particularly on front- country trails of the South Coastand h¢~~2 t+*°E® _ t~_} he¢~2
the dirt roads in the Los Padres National Forest, Santa Ynez Valley and dogs is a component of the Recreation Master Plan.
Cuyama Valley, and Lompoc Valley. However, no mountain bike Photo: Lompoc Record

terrain parks or dedicated downhill courses exist in Santa Barbara

County.While in most cases, County Parks provides mukuse facilities and aims to support public use by all groups, the safety
and enjoyment of all users is a factor for the Recreation Master Plan. Through commiig outreach, County Parks heard support
for recreation that involves dogs, horses, and mountain bikes, though not necessarily together.
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Demand for new parks and trails is very high in Santa Barbara County. Public input
and analysis of countywide recreation needs conducted for the Recreation Master
Plan indicate that communities seek more extensive and higher quality public trails |
for hiking, active parks that provide sports fields and courts, neighborhood parks in
underserved areas, aquatic facilities for swimming and cooling, public equestrian
trails and facilities, campgrounds, coastal access, and mountain bike/BMX trails and
track parks. Demand is highest in areas that lack equitable access to these
recreational facilities, such as Eastern Goleta Valley, Mission Hill4,0s Olivos Santa
Ynez,and many neighborhoods in Orcutt.

Further, existing parkland may not meet all needs for recreational activities and is
often not located conveniently to serve all residents equitably, particularly when using
active transportation modes such as walking, biking, or public transit. For exampd, Ha% .
Eastern Goleta Valley and central Orcutt lack sufficient public parks within reasonable Multi-sport complexes serve a wide
walking or biking distance for most residents. Smaller communities commonly range of youth and adult recreation
struggle to provide adequate public parks and trails, including Mission Needs and support local recreation
Hills/Vandenberg Village in the Lompoc Valley and Los Olivos in the Santa Yne; Pusinesses. Photo: Paradise Coast
Valley. Similarly, several cities also face challenges. Further, some communitiesuch
as those in the Eastern Goleta Valley or Santa Ynez Vallgyack easy access to
extended rural hiking trails, and residents must drive to more distant trail
opportunities such as those in Montecito or the Los Padres National Forest.

Looking ahead to increasing demands for parks and trails,housing is plannedin
unincorporated communities, which would substantially increase the h ¢ 2 4
population with thousandsof new residentsnot currently addressed in this Recreation
Needs Assessment Most new housing is planned for the South Coast, including
Eastern Goleta Valleywhere residents are already underserved by existing parks and
trails. New residents will result in a substantial increase inthe need for new public
parkland under existing County standards or far greater amountsof new public &
parkland under NRPA national benchmarks. Estimated growth would require at least “ . ———

254 acresand up to 3,300 acresof new parkland and at least 141 miles and up to 806 ~ Camping brings visitors of all ages to
miles of new public trails to increase outdoor recreationto meet the needs of existing  €MoY the outdoors and supports
and future residents Os | LI h-1 _+t ¢ > ®+1 - 1} _ economic vitality and low- cost ¢ 2
projects to help meet these needsbut County Parks cannotichieve these goals alone. Overnight accommodations. Photo: KOA
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The Recreation Master Plan presents a unique opportunity to
envision how to improve access to recreation for residents
throughout the county, particularly in underserved unincorporated
communities and neighborhoods in the South Coast, Lompoc Valley
Santa Maria Valley, Santa Ynez Valley, and Cuyama ValleyAs
described in Chapter 4.0, Recreation Needs AssessmentSanta
Barbara County has a wide range of recreation needs, including
additional public parks and trails, as well as funding and
management of facilities to serve all users This chapter provides a
plan to help meet these needs inseveral ways. First,* ¢ 2+ ©
planned parks, trails, and recreation facility projects are described,
including the conceptual location and range of facilities, as well as
estimated cost and timing. A summary of known planned recreation
projects by other agencies, including cities, State Parks, ang@rivate
recreation organizations, is also provided.Each planned project is
unigue and varies in complexity, vision, location, and users served.
Lastly, the recreational value of these planned projectsrelative to
+s | Ll h-1 _+t¢ > ®*1 - 1} E®
estimated to help assessto what degree the Recreation Master Plan
will be able to meet the countywide needsidentified in Chapter 4.0,
Recreation Needs Assessment aken together, this chapter provides
a roadmap for parks, recreation, and trails planning through 2050.

ok -

\

{§
A

— & ,'a_‘ "'.‘

The Recreation Master Plan is a once in am‘étime

opportunity to plan for parks and trails to serve allour — —

community members, including children, adults,
disadvantaged communities, and future generations in
Santa Barbara County. Photo: Newspress

5.1. 9YeUq! WAE I ¢l & LAAUEACIHT 1R dY R IQRTF 10 = q |

As a County Parks plan, planned parks, recreation, and trail projects lie in the unincorporated area on properties that aréteer
already owned by the County or other public agencies or are currently privately owned and would requiracquisition as part
of project development. Some projects are brandnew concepts for existing or future parks developed through the Recreation
Master Plan process, including community outreach and interagency coordination. Other projects are loagtanding concepts
in the County's community plans and Capital Improvements Plan (CIP)waiting for the right mix of funding, planning, and
initiative to be realized. Some planned park and trail projects may be wholly feasible as County Parks' effortswhile others
require partnerships with other agencies organizations, or private landowners. Some projects areprioritized in the near-term

RGt
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(5 to 10 years). Others require a longer planning timeframe (10 to 20
years). See Chapter6.0, Pathways to Implementation, for more
information about project timing and strategies.

l -¢qgqt} !l ® q¢- plahnked patks, redreation, @il trails
projects are presented below with a description of the planned
project, its location (if known), the agencies that would facilitate it,
its estimated cost to construct, and its estimated timing/priority as
either a near-term (5 to 10 years) project or a longterm (10 to 20
years) project There are rine planned recreation projects that
County Parks is already undertaking that will benefit from the
adoption of the Recreation Master Plan. These projects will create
11.5 acres of new public parkland and 37.8 miles of trails
countywide. In addition, there are 18 new recreation projects that
County Parks is planning to undertake to help meet the recreatin

The Recreation Master ansiioﬁsmt-jniqUe and needs identified by the Recreation Master Plan. These projects will
innovative projects to meet a wide range of user. Photo: ~ create 175 acres of new public parkland and 37.5 miles of trails
Bring Methe News countywide. Together, @unty Parks is planning 27 new public parks

and trails projects through 2050 to create 186.5 acres of new public

parkland and 75.2 miles of new and improved public trails Table
5-1).Planned public parks will improve existing facilities and expand campgrounds, community parks, neighborhood parks,
and open space for outdoor recreation Figure 5-2). Planned trail projects will increase the mileage of recreational and
community trails (Figure5-1).

An interactive map of existing and planned parks & trails comprising a countywide blueprint for recreation,aé L | h |, ist
available at www.SBCRecPlan.con¥ Enjoyexploring each potential location and how the project will relate to the recreation

needs identified countywide and in each recreation planning areaincluding Santa Maria Valley, Lompoc Valley, Santa Ynez
Valley, Cuyama Valley, and the South Coast.

2 The GlSbased map of parkland properties (i.e., shapefiles) in Santa Barbara County was originally sourced from the Santa Barbara Quy Conservation Blueprint
(2018) and updated for the Recreation Master Plan. See AppendiXXand https://sbcblueprint.databasin.org/

I+
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Table 5- 1. A- 1 --tl , B ¢q

1 2g}!jjE}
Parkland (Acres) Trails

Ljj E}

No. County Parks Projects

Currently Planned Projects

1 Baron Ranch Trails 14
2 Lake Cachuma Campground and South Shore Facilities Improvements
3 Lake Cachuma North Shore Trails & Recreation Facilities Management Pla 15
4 Oak Knoll (aka Mud Lake) Neighborhood Park 10 0.5
5 Orcutt Creek Trail 1.6
6 San Marcos Foothills Open Space 3
7 Solomon Hills (Bonney) Trails 3.65
8 Vandenberg Village Park 1.5
9 | Waller Park Regional Sports Fields

Subtotal of Currently Planned Projects| 11.5 acres 37.75 miles
New Planned Projects
10 | Ben Page Neighborhood Park 5
11 | Drum Canyon Trall 8.8
12 | Gaviota Marine Terminal Recreation Area 32 2
13 | Glen Annie to Los Padres National Forest Trail 3
14 | Goleta Community Sports Park 20
15 | Mission Hills Community Trail 2
16 | Mission Hills Mountain Bike Park 22 2
17 | Mission Hills Neighborhood Park 3
18 | Obern Trail Play & Skate Project
19 | South Coast Aquatic Center 5
20 | South Coast Foothill Mountain Bike Park 40 10
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l2g}!ljjE} >t

Parkland (Acres) Trails

21 | Sunrise Open Space 8 15

22 | Vandenberg Village Community Trail 1

23 | Guadalupe Community Park & Campground 40

24 | Jalama Beach Campground Expansion & Upgrade Project

25 | Jalama Bluff Trall 0.5

26 | Point Sal Trails & Coastal Access Improvements 6

27 | Surf Beach to Ocean Beach Boardwalk 0.65
Subtotal of New Planned Projects| 175 acres 37.45 miles
TOTAL COUNTY PARKS PROJE( 186.5 acres 75.2 miles

Figure5-2. * ¢2 +° | -] ®E |} _ Figure5-1. * ¢ 2+ ° Planned T@&iE Projects

Type (Acres)

Open Space
48, 26%

Campground
57, 30%

Neighborhood
38.5, 21%
Community, 43,
23%

by Type (Miles)

Community,
14.4,19%

Recreational
60.8, 81%
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This project would create additional outdoor recreation within the
County-owned Baron Ranch. The proposed trail network would
expand with approximately 14 miles of new recreational trails
designated for multi-use by hikers, mountain bikers, and
eguestrians with some trails designated for hiker and equestrian
use only. Some proposed trail alignments would utilize existing
agricultural access roads, while new trail segments would require
new vegetation clearance and grading. The proposed trail routes
would vary in terrain to provide access to unique, scenic, and
natural spaces at Baron Ranch for different experience levels. A
new mountain bike pump track and skills course, separated from
the recreational trails, could also be built. The trail network would
include a new pedestrian connection on the southern end of the

5-5

14 miles of trail improvements in Baron Ranch would
provide access to unmatched natural beauty and

property, connecting under the U.S. Hwy 101 and the UPRR corridc wilderness on the Gaviota Coast, serving countywide

through to the beach at Arroyo Quemado. The connection undetr

needs for more public hiking and riding trails. Photo: Ron

U.S. Highway 101 would improve an existing creek culvert to allow Williams, SBC Trails Council
pedestrian access through an approximately 465foot-long tunnel.

Type Recreational Trails

Responsible Agencies County Park$ Resource Recovery
'jjE} | _-1]1} |Oacres

l'jjE} O- _t} &@14miles

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years)

Cost Estimate $350,000










































































































































































































