
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page is intentionally left blank. 

  



 

 

 

    

                   

 



  

ì6 ~|z· µj|® ~¯® o~ª ] µ]zy ]|h or|]zz· f~|fz¯hjh ®~ «®]· ~¯® ¯|®rz «¯|h~µ|Ð 

for going out I found,  

was really going in.í 

John Muir, John of the Mountains 

Photo: 

Independent 



Acknowledgments  
Board of Supervisors  Park Commission  
Das Williams, First District 

Laura Capps, Second District 

Joan Hartmann, Third District 

Bob Nelson, Fourth District 

Steve Lavagnino, Fifth District 

Suzanne Cawthon, First District  

Tom Parker, Second District 

Alex Hurtado, Third District 

Steve Strachan, Fourth District 

Rebecca Carey, Fifth District 

Recreation Master Plan Steering Committee Members hip  
California State Parks 

City of Buellton 

City of Carpinteria 

City of Goleta 

City of Guadalupe 

City of Lompoc 

City of Santa Barbara 

City of Santa Maria 

City of Solvang 

County Park 

County Public Health 

Cuyama Valley Recreation District 

Isla Vista Recreation & Parks District 

Los Amigos de Guadalupe 

Los Padres Forest Watch 

Santa Barbara County Trails Council 

County Parks Staff  Consultant  Team Members  
Jeff Lindgren, Assistant Director of County Parks 

Jill Van Wie, Capital Projects & Grant Program Manager 

George Amoon, Contract Parks Planner 

Bjornstad, LLC 

Erika Leachman, Principal 

WSP USA, Inc 

Taylor Lane, CEQA Project Manager 

Economic Planning Systems, Inc 

Ben Sigmund, Principal 

Design Workshop 

Xiaojian Fan, Associate 

Special Thanks  
The County recognizes the efforts and contributions of our communities to shape the recreation planning presented herein, including 

our multi- jurisdictional steering committee comprising all 8 cities and 2 recreation special districts, the Santa Barbara Conservation 

Blueprint, the Santa Barbara County Education Office, the University of California Santa Barbara (UCSB), the Santa Barbara County 

Trails Council, and our community partners: Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center, El Centro, MICOP, People's Self Help Housing, and the 

Santa Barbara County Promotores. 

 





Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan  i 

 

Table of Content s 

1.0. RECREATION IS ESSENTIAL ..................................................................................................................................................................................... 1- 1 

2.0. COUNTY OVERVIEW ................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2- 1 

2.1. COUNTY SNAPSHOT ..........................................................................................................................................................................................2-1 
2.2. LAY OF THE LAND .............................................................................................................................................................................................2-2 
2.3. CLIMATE & WEATHER .......................................................................................................................................................................................2-2 
2.4. TRANSPORTATION & ACCESS ..............................................................................................................................................................................2-3 
2.5. HISTORY .........................................................................................................................................................................................................2-3 
2.6. COMMUNITIES & CHARACTER .............................................................................................................................................................................2-4 
2.7. DEMOGRAPHICS ...............................................................................................................................................................................................2-4 
2.8. RECREATION PLANNING AREAS...........................................................................................................................................................................2-8 
2.9. KEY RECREATION AGENCIES IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY .....................................................................................................................................2-14 
2.10. COUNTY PARKS ..............................................................................................................................................................................................2-16 

3.0. EXISTING PARKS AND TRAILS ................................................................................................................................................................................. 3- 1 

3.1. PUBLIC PARKS & OPEN SPACE ............................................................................................................................................................................3-2 
3.2. PUBLIC TRAILS ...............................................................................................................................................................................................3-12 
3.3. SANTA BARBARA COUNTY PARKS & TRAILS INVENTORY MAP ................................................................................................................................3-17 
3.4. COUNTY-OWNED PARKS & OPEN SPACES ..........................................................................................................................................................3-19 
3.5. PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICTS PARKS & OPEN SPACES ...................................................................................................................................3-34 

4.0. RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT ......................................................................................................................................................................... 4- 1 

4.1. RECREATION NEEDS INDICATORS ........................................................................................................................................................................4-1 
4.2. PUBLIC PARK NEEDS ASSESSMENT ......................................................................................................................................................................4-1 
4.3. PARK ACCESSIBILITY & AVAILABILITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT ......................................................................................................................................4-9 
4.4. TRAIL NEEDS ASSESSMENT ..............................................................................................................................................................................4-11 
4.5. RECREATION FACILITY NEEDS INDICATED BY THE RECREATION SURVEY RESULTS ......................................................................................................4-14 
4.6. RECREATION NEEDS FOR EXISTING AND FUTURE RESIDENTS ..................................................................................................................................4-17 

5.0. A PLAN FOR PARKS, RECREATION, AND TRAILS .................................................................................................................................................... 5- 1 

5.1. COUNTY PARKSĚ PLANNED PARKS, RECREATION, & TRAILS PROJECTS ......................................................................................................................5-1 
5.2. PLANNED RECREATION PROJECTS BY OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES & PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS ......................................................................................5-34 

6.0. PATHWAYS TO IMPLEMENTATION......................................................................................................................................................................... 6- 1 

6.1. RECREATION PLANNING & FUNDING TOOLBOX ......................................................................................................................................................6-1 
6.2. IMPLEMENTATION TOOLS FOR PLANNED COUNTY PARKS PROJECTS .......................................................................................................................6-21 
6.3. TIMELINE ......................................................................................................................................................................................................6-24 
6.4. KEY  NEAR-TERM ACTIONS .............................................................................................................................................................................6-26 

 



ii  Contents  

 

List of Figures  

FIGURE 1-1. KEY BENEFITS OF RECREATION PLANNING IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY ....................................................................................................................1-2 
FIGURE 1-2. RECREATION PLANNING PROCESS OVERVIEW .........................................................................................................................................................1-5 
FIGURE 1-3. OBJECTIVES OF THE PUBLIC OUTREACH PROGRAM .................................................................................................................................................1-7 
FIGURE 2-1. SANTA BARBARA COUNTY COMMUNITIES .............................................................................................................................................................2-7 
FIGURE 2-2. RECREATION PLANNING AREAS IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY ..................................................................................................................................2-9 
FIGURE 2-3. KEY PROVIDERS OF PARKS & RECREATION IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY .................................................................................................................2-15 
FIGURE 2-4. COUNTY PARKS KEY PRINCIPLES .......................................................................................................................................................................2-16 
FIGURE 3-1. PUBLIC PARKLAND CHARACTERISTICS ANALYZED IN THE INVENTORY ........................................................................................................................3-3 
FIGURE 3-2. EXISTING PARKLAND BY STATUS/ACCESSIBILITY (ACRES) .......................................................................................................................................3-4 
FIGURE 3-3. PUBLIC PARKLAND BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA (ACRES) .................................................................................................................................3-5 
FIGURE 3-4. PUBLIC PARKS BY TYPE BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA (ACRES) ...........................................................................................................................3-8 
FIGURE 3-5. TOTAL PUBLIC RECREATION FACILITIES IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY .......................................................................................................................3-9 
FIGURE 3-6. TRAILS BY TYPE BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA (MILES) .......................................................................................................................................3-16 
FIGURE 3-7. PUBLIC PARKS, TRAILS, AND OPEN SPACE IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY .................................................................................................................3-18 
FIGURE 3-9. COUNTY-OWNED PARKS & OPEN SPACE BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA (ACRES) .................................................................................................3-20 
FIGURE 4-1. TRAIL LOS RANGE BASED ON EXISTING LOCAL TRAIL CONDITIONS IN RECREATION PLANNING AREAS .........................................................................4-12 
FIGURE 4-2. TOP TEN RECREATION FACILITY NEEDS BASED ON COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT .........................................................................................................4-14 
FIGURE 5-1. COUNTY PARKSĚ PLANNED TRAIL PROJECTS BY TYPE (MILES) .................................................................................................................................5-4 
FIGURE 5-2. COUNTY PARKSĚ PLANNED PARK PROJECTS BY TYPE (ACRES) .................................................................................................................................5-4 
FIGURE 6-1. CONCEPTUAL PLANNING PROCESS TO DEVELOP A RECREATION BENEFIT PROJECT ......................................................................................................6-4 
FIGURE 6-2. PHASED FOCUS FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECREATION MASTER PLAN .............................................................................................................6-24 
FIGURE 6-3. NEAR-TERM ACTIONS FOR RECREATION MASTER PLAN (5 TO 10 YEARS) ...............................................................................................................6-25 
FIGURE 6-4. FOCUS FIRST ON FUNDING ...............................................................................................................................................................................6-27 

List of Tables  

TABLE 2-1. POPULATION GROWTH BY REGION ......................................................................................................................................................................2-6 
TABLE 2-2. COMMUNITIES IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA .........................................................................................................2-13 
TABLE 3-1. PARK TYPES IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY ............................................................................................................................................................3-6 
TABLE 3-2. TRAIL TYPES IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY .........................................................................................................................................................3-13 
FIGURE 3-8. COUNTY-OWNED PARKS BY TYPE .....................................................................................................................................................................3-19 
TABLE 3-3. SUMMARY OF ALL COUNTY PARKS PROPERTIES ..................................................................................................................................................3-20 
TABLE 3-4. SUMMARY OF ONLY COUNTY PARKS PROPERTIES PROVIDING PUBLIC PARKLAND .....................................................................................................3-20 
FIGURE 3-10. COUNTY-OWNED PUBLIC PARKLAND BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA (ACRES) ......................................................................................................3-20 
TABLE 3-5. COUNTY PARKS PROPERTIES BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA, PARK TYPE, AND KEY FACILITIES ................................................................................3-22 
TABLE 3-6. CVRD PROPERTIES BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA, PARK TYPE, AND KEY FACILITIES ............................................................................................3-34 
TABLE 3-7. IVRPD PROPERTIES BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA, PARK TYPE, AND KEY FACILITIES ...........................................................................................3-35 
TABLE 4-1. RECOMMENDED GOALS FOR PARKLAND LOS BASED ON REGIONAL POPULATION ........................................................................................................4-2 
TABLE 4-2. EXISTING PARKLAND LOS BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA (2025) ........................................................................................................................4-3 
TABLE 4-3. FUTURE PARKLAND LOS BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA (2050) ..........................................................................................................................4-3 
TABLE 4-4. RECOMMENDED GOALS FOR PARK COUNTY LOS BASED ON REGIONAL POPULATION ...................................................................................................4-4 



TABLE 4-5. EXISTING PARK COUNT LOS BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA (2025) .....................................................................................................................4-5 
TABLE 4-6. FUTURE PARK COUNT LOS BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA (2050) ......................................................................................................................4-5 
TABLE 4-7. RECOMMENDED GOALS FOR KEY FACILITY LOS.....................................................................................................................................................4-6 
TABLE 4-8. EXISTING KEY FACILITY LOS COUNTYWIDE (2025) ...............................................................................................................................................4-7 
TABLE 4-9. FUTURE KEY FACILITY LOS COUNTYWIDE (2050) .................................................................................................................................................4-8 
TABLE 4-10. AVERAGE POPULATION WITHIN ¼ MILE OF A PUBLIC PARK BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA ......................................................................................4-10 
TABLE 4-11. TOTAL PARKS WITH ACCESS TO ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION MODES BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA ..........................................................................4-11 
TABLE 4-12. EXISTING TRAIL LOS BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA (2025) .............................................................................................................................4-13 
TABLE 4-13. FUTURE TRAIL LOS BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA (2050) ...............................................................................................................................4-13 
FIGURE 4-3. TOP FIVE RECREATION FACILITY NEEDS BY RECREATION PLANNING AREA ...............................................................................................................4-15 
TABLE 5-1. OVERVIEW OF COUNTY PARKSĚ PLANNED PARK, RECREATION, AND TRAILS PROJECTS.................................................................................................5-3 
TABLE 5-2. PLANNED PUBLIC AGENCY PROJECTS IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY ........................................................................................................................5-34 
TABLE 5-3. PLANNED NONPROFIT/NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION PROJECTS IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY ..........................................................................5-40 
TABLE 6-1. CONCEPTUAL PUBLIC RECREATION PROJECTS POTENTIALLY ASSISTED BY THE RECREATION BENEFIT PROJECT PROGRAM .................................................6-5 
TABLE 6-2. UPCOMING STATE AND FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAMS ............................................................................................................................................6-12 
TABLE 6-3. TYPES OF SUSTAINABILITY AND RESILIENCY FEATURES BY PARK TYPE .....................................................................................................................6-19 
TABLE 6-4. RECOMMENDED TOOLS FOR COUNTY PARKSĚ PLANNED PARK, RECREATION, AND TRAILS PROJECTS ............................................................................6-21 

Appendices  

APPENDIX A. COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS 

APPENDIX B. DEMOGRAPHICS 

APPENDIX C. PARKS, TRAILS & RECREATION INVENTORY 

APPENDIX D. RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

APPENDIX E. RECREATION ASSETS ECONOMIC WHITE PAPER 

APPENDIX F. NORTH COAST COASTAL ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS 

 



 

 

Recreation is 

 

  

Photo: Noozhawk 



Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan  1-1 

 

 

1.0.  ÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШŔƚШEƚƚĲŰƣŔċũ 
Recreation is leisure, exercise, sports, and fun during free time and is an 

indispensable part of human health and well- being. Recreation facilities and 

programs directly improve human health and have added economic, social, and 

environmental benefits. Planning for public recreation has unmatched benefits 

for overall community sustainability and quality of life. A complete parks and 

recreation system designed to meet the needs of the people it  serves is 

essential to the quality of life and community strength, providing attractive 

public resources for recreation, fitness, wellness, relaxation, and play for the 

community and visitors alike. 

In Santa Barbara County, approximately 2,200 acres are protected as public 

parkland and 655,000 acres are protected as public open space by a range of 

agencies, including 2,740 acres maintained by the County of Santa Barbara 

Community Services Department, Parks Division (County Parks; see Chapter 3.0, 

Existing Parks and Trailsċø M_ ±_ )_­g_­_ *¢² ±ºĚ® ­lh­l_±t¢  }_ j® sl}ª 

conserve open land uses, which play a critical role in the region's environmental 

sustainability by providing a range of ecosystem services that enhance air 

quality, water quality, and energy conservation and support species habitat, 

among other benefits. Recreation facilities provide important economic benefits 

to Santa Barbara County residents from both local activities (e.g., sports 

tournaments) and tourism. Planning for parks, recreation, and trails in Santa 

Barbara County benefits everyone in permanent, wide- ranging ways. Investing 

in parks, recreation facilities, and trails means not only meeting current and 

future recreation needs but also forging economic vitality, community 

sustainability, and resilience. Strong connections exist between recreation assets and their impact on local and regional 

economies, public health, natural resource conservation, and community sustainability and resilience. Park projects preserve 

public land for outdoor recreation and play while conserving and restoring ecological function (Figure 1-1).  

County Parks provides, protects, and enhances parks, recreation, and trails in the unincorporated areas of Santa Barbara 

*¢² ±ºø *¢² ±º I_­|®Ě ·t®t¢  t® ±¢ h­l_±l _ j ~_ _rl _ ®²®±_t _g}lù ·tg­_ ±ù _ j jt·l­®l ®º®±l~ ¢q ª_­|®ù ±­_t}®ù _ j ­lh­l_±ion 

facilities that ofql­ _}} ªl¢ª}l ±sl ¢ªª¢­±² t±º ±¢ l¹ª}¢­lù ª}_ºù l¹l­ht®lù ®¢ht_}t¿lù _ j h¢  lh± ¸t±s ±sl *¢² ±ºĚ®  _±²­_} 

resources, consistent with responsible environmental stewardship and resilience. County Parks also partners with other 

agencies and organizations to support high-quality recreation for all in Santa Barbara County, including local cities, special 

districts, and the State of California. 

 
The Recreation Master Plan identifies needs 

for new and improved parks such as sports 

fields and courts to support youth sports. 

Photo: Independent 
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Figure 1-1. Key Benefits of Recreation Planning in Santa Barbara County 

 

Community Health, Play, 
& Active Living

ĂSanta Barbara County's parks 
and trails support a wide range 
of active and passive recreation.

ĂPhysical activity helps ensure 
community health and wellbeing.

ĂCommunity health is a key 
component in maintaining a high 
quality of life.

ĂHigh quality parks, recreation, 
and trails enhance community 
health for county residents now 
and in the future.

ĂSports fields, courts, gyms, pools, 
and other active recreation 
facilities support youth and adult 
sports leagues and recreational 
play. 

ĂTrails are a low- impact way to 
keep people active and provide 
access to the natural world, 
which has innumerable benefits 
for physical and mental health. 

Tourism & Economic 
Vitality

ĂThe county's coastline, 
mountains, parks, and trails 
attract residents and visitors.

ĂCounty recreation lands generate 
roughly $725 million to $1.5 
billion in annual economic 
activity from visitation, and 
roughly $41 million to $66 million 
annually in recreation benefits to 
residents (Appendix E).

ĂDemand for parks, recreation, 
and trails is projected to grow 
and diversify.

ĂPlanned properly, the demand for 
recreation can be a strong 
foundation for the economic 
wellbeing of the county.

ĂHigh-quality facilities can 
generate revenue through user 
fees and local economic activity.

Natural Resources & 
Climate Resilience

ĂParks preserve open space,  
natural vegetation, and local 
water quality.

ĂSanta Barbara County has parks, 
trails, rural lands, beaches, 
mountains, native California 
habitats, and pristine coastline 
that make the county a very 
special place.

ĂThese resources support outdoor 
recreation while preserving  and 
enhancing the county's diverse 
natural resource values.

ĂParks can include cooling and 
warming facilities during extreme 
weather days.

ĂParks can support clean energy 
infrastructure integrated with 
recreation facilities, including 
solar rooftops and carports, 
electric vehicle charging stations, 
and battery storage sites.
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A. Goals of the Recreation Master Plan for Santa Barbara County  

The Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan (Recreation Master 

Plan) is a strategic long- term planning document that assesses the 

need for parks, recreation, and trails in Santa Barbara County and 

guides *¢² ±º I_­|®Ě h_ªt±_} ª}_  t rù jlht®t¢ ®ù _ j _h±t¢ ® q¢­ _± 

least the next 20 years. In addition, it is a resource for other agencies 

to inform priorities and needs for parks, recreation, and trails 

countywide. While the Recreation Master Plan is a County plan, it also 

provides vision, direction, context, and recommendations for County 

Parks to substantially improve the countywide recreation system in 

partnership with other public agencies and private organizations. The 

potential  for funding, interagency coordination, public-private 

partnerships, and increased efficiency for planned park, recreation, and 

trail projects is l s_ hlj ±s­¢²rs ±sl Llh­l_±t¢  >_®±l­ I}_ Ě® ª­¢r­_~®. 

The goal of the Recreation Master Plan is to enhance the quality of life 

and leisure experience for Santa Barbara County residents of all ages. 

The Recreation Master Plan will guide recreation planning in the county 

toward the following outcomes:  

No. 1. Establish a long- range vision.  

The Recreation Master Plan provides an action plan, implementation 

strategy, and recommendations for near- term (5 to 10 years) and long-

term (10-20 years) recreation projects and funding strategies for 

capital improvements. 

No. 2. Assess current and future recreation needs of the community. 

As communities change and populations grow, so should parks and recreation systems. The County's recreation needs were 

last comprehensively assessed in 1980 as part of the Comprehensive Plan. The Recreation Master Plan updates this assessment 

to support long- term resource allocation. 

 
The Recreation Master Plan provides a long- range 

vision and planning tools for recreation improvements 

through 2050. Photo: United Boys & Girls Club 
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No. 3. Promote new ideas and partnerships.  

Through collaborative efforts with community partners, public agencies, and private proponents, the County can help realize 

new and innovative ideas to help meet diverse recreation needs.  

No. 4. Establish a strong foundation for funding pursuits.  

Often, grant applications and funding strategies require an approved plan, usually developed through a public engagement 

process. The Recreation Master Plan provides planning support, as well as environmental review in compliance with the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

No. 5. Create recreational value within existing public lands. 

Recreation facilities within underutilized public open spaces present a key opportunity to accommodate recreation needs in 

areas where projected population growth is anticipated. 

No. 6. Plan for sustainable recreation. 

The Recreation Master Plan considers equitable access to parks and trails, active transportation connectivity, low- impact 

facilities, and economically balanced public infrastructure investments.  

No. 7. Build community engagement, education, and support. 

A robust community outreach program to develop the Recreation Master Plan creates ongoing engagement and support for 

funding and implementation strategies on an ongoing basis.  

To achieve these goals, the Recreation Master Plan was developed through five major steps (Figure 1- 2): 
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Figure 1-2. Recreation Planning Process Overview 
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B. Community Engagement & Outreach  

By their nature, public parks, recreation facilities, and trails are for 

everyone, regardless of age, income, race/ethnicity, language, or 

abilities. This philosophy ensures everyone has access to and feels 

welcome in public recreational spaces and places. Equitable access to 

recreation helps support sustainable communities, providing 

opportunities for play, leisure, exercise, and access to the outdoors to 

benefit community health and social well- being. 

The planning process for the Recreation Master Plan kicked off in July 

2019 with a Santa Barbara County Recreation Summit, where 

recreational stakeholders from across the county, as well as state and 

federal officials, convened to explore collaboration between groups 

and explain the Recreation Master I}_ Ě® role in regional recreation 

planning. A Steering Committee was formed to provide early input 

about the purpose, intent, and opportunities for the Recreation 

Master Plan, including guidance on equitable and inclusive 

community engagement. Building from this energy and momentum, 

the County implemented an unprecedented outreach effort to directly 

connect with communities throughout Santa Barbara County. Equitable 

and inclusive community engagement that reaches a diversity of 

representative groups is central to recreation planning to meet the 

needs of all people. To create opportunities for as many people as 

possible to participate in the recreation planning process, the County 

fostered over two years of creative, adaptive, and diverse outreach 

techniques directly in communities throughout the county. Between 

2021 and 2022, County Parks conducted a robust public outreach 

program (POP) consisting of a diverse and innovative community 

engagement toolbox. The input and feedback received through nearly 

8,000 recreation surveys and 86 meetings and workshops directly 

informed the recreation needs assessment and planning for the 

Recreation Master Plan. The County maximized participation from all 

communities, as well as targeted input for underserved and 

underrepresented people, with five objectives (Figure 1-3): 

 
The Recreation Master Plan is informed by input from 

community members who needs outdoor play and 

sports the most! Photo: Santa Barbara County 

Promotores 

 

 
The COVID-ÉÑ ª_ jl~th h¢²}j Ě± ®±¢ª ±st® Llh­l_±t¢  

Master Plan! The community engagement team took 

outreach outdoors, conducting in-person pop-up 

events at parks, trailheads, and community gathering 

places to gather direct input and promote 

participation in recreation planning. 
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Figure 1-3. Objectives of the Public Outreach Program 

No. 1. Hear as many voices as possible. 

Community starts at the park, and that's why the County set out to engage directly with the community about the 

Recreation Master Plan. Through 86 outreach events and ongoing advertising, the County collected nearly 8,000 recreation 

surveys and recorded direct input from hundreds, if not thousands, of county residents of all ages. 

No. 2. Adapt to changing conditions 

The County adapted to new information, effective technologies, and emerging opportunities, including the COVID-19 

public health restrictions, to transition from a traditional outreach model of large in-person workshops at a community 

gathering location to a hybrid model with small, distributed pop-ups in outdoor settings. In-person pop-ups and 

workshops allowed the recreation planning team to engage the community face- to- face. This approach fostered 

unprecedented participation and input. The input was recorded via recreation surveys. The County extensively advertised 

the surveys and community events with digital and print materials. 

No. 3. Ensure all community members can participate 

The County sought input from communities that are underserved by parks, recreation, and trails and/or underrepresented 

in local planning processes due to barriers to participation (e.g., language, technology, location) by providing inclusive 

environments and equitable opportunities for participation. Multi- lingual outreach events were strategically located in 

parks, at trailheads, and at community events, such as farmers' markets, to ensure the recreation planning team was 

meeting people in their own communities. By engaging directly with community members in local parks and popular 

events, the recreation planning team removed barriers to access and supported equitable and widespread participation. 

No. 4. Involve recreation leaders 

The County engaged a steering committee of local recreation planners and community advocates to guide the planning 

process, make interagency connections, and promote participation. The steering committee includes representatives from 

all cities and recreation special districts, plus recreation advocates. The steering committee convened as needed 

throughout the planning process to review and advise the County on recreation needs. 

No. 5. Engage community partners 

The County partnered with local recreation providers and community partners to spread the word, particularly to non-

English speaking and lower- income residents who are harder to engage. Five community partners, including El Centro, 

MICOP, People's Self-Help Housing, the Promotores, and the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center, worked together to collect 

input from disadvantaged communities across the county, collecting 1,118 survey responses. Their work was essential to 

engaging communities who might have otherwise never known about the Recreation Master Plan or been able to 

contribute their opinions. 
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! jl±_t}lj jl®h­tª±t¢  ¢q ±sl *¢² ±ºĚ® ¢²±­l_hs program for the Recreation Master Plan and the results of the recreation 

surveys are available in Appendix A. 

C. Organization of the Recreation Master Plan  

The Recreation Master Plan is organized into seven chapters and a set of appendices: 

¶ Chapter 1: Recreation is Essential describes the purpose, key issues, goals, approach to outreach and engagement, and 

organization of the Recreation Master Plan and provides context for its development. 

¶ Chapter 2: County Overview describes the physical and demographic setting in Santa Barbara County as a basis for 

recreation planning. 

¶ Chapter 3: Existing Parks & Trails in Santa Barbara County provides details on all existing parks, trails, recreation facilities, 

and programs within the county. 

¶ Chapter 5: Recreation Needs Assessment uses public input, demographic data, and the parks inventory to describe the 

existing level of service experienced in each recreation planning area and understand the gaps in recreation amenities 

throughout Santa Barbara County. 

¶ Chapter 6: A Plan for Parks, Recreation, and Trails builds on the Recreation Needs Assessment to prioritize conceptual 

projects and programs, including potential improvements to existing facilities and recommended new facilities and 

programs.  

¶ Chapter 7: Pathways to Implementation  identifies program- level costs for recommended improvements and options for 

funding, including existing and potential local funding options, state and federal grant program opportunities, and the 

roadmap for implementing the Recreation Master Plan. 

¶ Appendices include technical and regulatory information used in the creation and implementation of the Recreation Master 

Plan. 

 

ìAn inclusive and meaningful engagement process ensures that our parks and public spaces are created by the 
people they are intended to serveÏí 

National Recreation & Parks Association (NRPA), Community Engagement Resource Guide 





 

 

 

  

Photo: Independent 
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2.0.  9ŸƨŰƣǃШ§ƻĲƖƻŔĲƽ 
A necessary step in the recreation planning process involves the assessment of the 

existing setting in Santa Barbara County, considering both the physical 

environment and the regulatory setting for plan implementation. Understanding 

this setting ensures that the Recreation Master Plan will integrate successfully with 

existing plans and policies and relate to the physical opportunities and constraints 

of the landscape. This chapter provides _  ¢·l­·tl¸ ¢q M_ ±_ )_­g_­_ *¢² ±ºĚ® key 

features as a setting for recreation planning and describes the different 

communities t  l_hs ¢q ±sl h¢² ±ºĚ® ­lh­l_±t¢  ª}_  t r _­l_® Ċ­lql­ ±¢ Section 2.8, 

Recreation Planning Areas). It also provides a summary of plans, policies, and 

regulations that may relate to the recommendations provided in Section 5.0, A Plan 

for Parks, Recreation, and Trails. 

2.1.  9ŸƨŰƣǃШÉŰċƓƚőŸƣ 

Santa Barbara County is located about 100 miles north of Los Angeles on the 

California coast, encompassing beautiful coastlines, mountains, and rural 

agricultural valleys. It is geographically diverse with over 450,000 residents who 

live in eight small-  to medium-sized cities and 19 unincorporated communities 

(Figure 2-1). Santa Barbara County is one of 58 counties in California, bordered by 

Ventura County to the east and south, Kern County to the east, San Luis Obispo 

County to the north, and the Pacific Ocean to the west and south (Figure 2-1). 

Santa Barbara County encompasses approximately 3,789 square miles (more than 

2.4 million acres), extending approximately 45 miles north from the south- facing 

coastal segment and approximately 65 miles inland from the west- facing 

coastline. Of its total area, 2,735 square miles (72 percent) is land area, and 1,061 

square miles (28 percent) lie in the Pacific Ocean. Approximately 202 square miles 

ĊÍ ªl­hl ±ċ ¢q ±sl h¢² ±ºĚ® }_ j _­l_ t® ª_­± ¢q ±sl *s_  l} 6®}_ j® ?_±t¢ _} I_­|ø 

Santa Barbara County has 110 miles of coastline with coastal access provided in 

both rural and urban settings, although most access points are located primarily 

along the southern coastline. 

Santa Barbara County 
Snapshot:  

3,789 Square Miles:  

Land 2,735 | Ocean 1,061 

 

8 Incorporated Cities with 

310,000 Residents 

 

19 Unincorporated 

Communities with 140,000 

Residents 

 

2 Special Districts for 

Recreation and Parks 

 

4 State and Federal Agencies 

with Recreational Assets 

 

Dozens of Private Recreation 

Organizations 
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2.2.  xċǃШŸŉШƣőĲШxċŰĬ 

Topography in the county is highly varied within coastal terraces 

between the ocean and the mountains, scenic inland valleys with 

large expanses of cultivated farmlands and gently rolling 

hillsides, and rugged terrain of the Los Padres National Forest. 

There are three mountain ranges within the county: the Santa Ynez 

range divides north county from south county, and the Sierra 

Madre and San Rafael Mountains, running parallel with the Los 

Padres National Forest, divide the Cuyama Valley from the Santa 

Maria and Santa Ynez Valleys. Elevations range from sea level to 

6,803 feet at Big Pine Mountain. The largest water body within 

the county is Lake Cachuma, a water supply reservoir on the 

Santa Ynez River with a surface area of 3,100 acres. Other key 

water bodies include Jameson Lake, Gibraltar Reservoir, 

Twitchell Reservoir, Ali®_} =_|lù _ j ]_h_ =_|lù ±sl h¢² ±ºĚ® ¢ }º 

natural lake. Major drainages include the Santa Ynez River, 

Santa Maria River, and Cuyama River, as well as San Antonio 

Creek. Only Lake Cachuma is outfitted  for recreational uses 

such as boating and fishing; as a water supply reservoir, Lake 

Cachuma does not allow swimming. Coastal access is available within coastal communities (i.e., Goleta, Santa Barbara, 

Carpinteria) and rural recreation amenities (i.e., state parks along the Gaviota coast, Jalama Beach County Park, Guadalupe 

Dunes County Park). 

2.3.  9ũŔůċƣĲШѼШìĲċƣőĲƖ 

The mild Mediterranean climate in Santa Barbara County attracts  visitors and supports outdoor recreation year- round. In 

coastal areas, the Pacific Ocean regulates seasonal climates so that  temperatures rarely spike or drop below freezing. In 

the interior valleys and higher elevations, high heat and freezing temperatures are more common seasonally. Annual 

temperature extremes range from an average of 33 degrees Fahrenheit (°F) to 55°F in the winter to an average of 50°F to 

80°F in the summer, depending on elevation and proximity  to the coastline. The warmest months of the year are usually 

August and September, and the coldest months of the year are often December and January. Average annual rainfall varies 

from 18.55 inches in the City of Santa Barbara, 20.5 inches in the town of Santa Ynez, and 16.5 inches in the City of Santa 

 
Santa Barbara County is a coastal county comprising scenic 

inland valleys, farms and ranches, and rugged mountains. 

Photo: Santa Ynez Valley Star 
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Maria, with mountainous areas such as San Marcos Pass receiving more than 22 inches annually. Most precipitation falls 

between December and March, and little  rain falls during the summer months. 

2.4.  ÑƖċŰƚƓŸƖƣċƣŔŸŰШѼШ ĦĦĲƚƚ 

Regional road access to Santa Barbara County is provided primarily by U.S. Highway 101, which traverses the county north to 

south, connecting to San Luis Obispo County and Ventura County, and U.S. Highway 166, which connects Santa Barbara County 

with Kern County in the east. Additional access to San Luis Obispo County is provided by State Route (SR) 1, with SR 150 

providing secondary access into Ventura County. Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) maintains north- south train tracks supporting 

daily Amtrak passenger operations and regional freight trains. Passenger rail stations are located in Carpinteria, Santa 

Barbara, Goleta, Lompoc (Surf Beach), and Guadalupe. Municipal airports in Santa Maria and Santa Barbara provide 

regional, national, and international flight services; the Santa Ynez Airport and Lompoc Airport support regional aviation. 

Santa Barbara Harbor also supports boating, fishing, and periodic cruise ship activities. This connectivity supports robust 

tourism to Santa Barbara County, including visitors seeking active and passive recreation opportunities. 

2.5.  cŔƚƣŸƖǃ 

The county has a rich history of human habitation  dating back at least 11,000 to 12,000 years, including ±sl ­lrt¢ Ě® first  

historically identified inhabitants, the Chumash. Native American habitation  extended through European exploration 

periods, which began in 1542 with  Juan *_g­t}}¢Ě® explorations and establishment of missions in the 1760s. The naming 

of both the City of Santa Barbara and the County of Santa Barbara originates from the establishment of Mission Santa 

Barbara in 1786. Following Mexican independence from Spain in 1822, the Mexican government gained control over 

California. About 500 land grants were given to local rancheros during the Rancho Period. The Mexican-American War occurred 

between 1846 and 1848 and ended with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which made California a United States (U.S.) 

territory.  In 1848, the land once occupied by the Chumash was overtaken by the U.S., which led to California's statehood in 

1850. The County was one of the original 27 counties in the state, formed at the time of statehood on February 18, 1850. 

The County originally comprised areas of modern- day Santa Barbara and Ventura counties, but was later divided to create 

the County of Ventura in 1873. American settlers claimed land in the County through the 1800s as part  of the ®±_±lĚ® Gold 

Rush, which led to an expansion of ranching and American industrialization, including commercial agriculture and 

tourism. 
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2.6.  9ŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШѼШ9őċƖċĦƣĲƖ 

The character of Santa Barbara County is defined by its distinct 

urban communities separated by extensive areas of rural and 

agricultural lands. Most of the county is rural, with substantial 

mountainous areas dividing productive agricultural valleys. 

Much of the county is sparsely populated. Developed cities and 

towns are located primarily along the coastal plain and in the 

intermountain valleys. Much of the land in the unincorporated 

areas is undeveloped and used for agriculture, recreation, and 

tourism, with extensive areas of open space within Los Padres 

National Forest, Vandenberg Space Force Base, and several 

state parks. Residential uses are scattered throughout the 

unincorporated areas, with recreation and tourism- related land 

uses located primarily along the coastline and in the 

mountainous areas, including state parks and national forest 

lands. 

There are eight incorporated cities in the county, including 

Buellton, Carpinteria, Goleta, Guadalupe, Lompoc, Santa 

Barbara, Santa Maria, and Solvang. These cities provide most 

community services to residents, including parks and recreation. Each city provides a hub for surrounding unincorporated areas, 

including small towns scattered throughout the county (Figure 2-1). Major unincorporated population centers are Isla Vista, 

Montecito, Eastern Goleta Valley, Orcutt, and Santa Ynez Valley. 

Vandenberg Space Force Base, the Los Padres National Forest, and the sovereign nation of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash 

Indians also lie within the county. Portions of Channel Islands National Park, including Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, San Miguel, 

and Santa Rosa Islands, lie within Santa Barbara County. There are four federally managed areas within the county, including 

Channel Islands National Park, Vandenberg Space Force Base, the Los Padres National Forest, Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes 

National Wildlife Refuge, and a property at Point Sal.  

2.7.  ?ĲůŸŊƖċƓőŔĦƚ 

Demographic factors such as existing population, projected growth rate, age, and income are indicators for where and how 

recreation facilities and programs should be provided. For example, considering age characteristics, where children may seek 

 
Parks create community with facilities for gathering and 

socializing, bringing people together from communities 

throughout Santa Barbara County. Photo: Solvang USA 
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playgrounds, sports fields, and active recreation programs, adults and 

seniors may desire hiking and running trails, sports courts, and fitness 

facilities that support active lifestyles. Further, consideration of income 

helps indicate where residents may struggle with recreation costs and 

require access to free or low-cost recreation facilities and programs.  

A. Population  

Approximately 450,000 residents call Santa Barbara County home, 

representing approximately one percent of the population of the State of 

California. The county is geographically diverse, with different cities and 

unincorporated communities that range dramatically from large 

suburban communities such as Orcutt and Eastern Goleta Valley to small 

rural towns such as Sisquoc, Los Olivos, and Los Alamos. Most of the 

h¢² ±ºĚ® ÊøÌ ~t}}t¢  _h­l® ĊËùÏÐÑ ®¬²_­l ~t}l®ċ ®²ªª¢­± ·l­º }¢¸ 

population densities outside of the urban communities, including areas 

such as Channel Islands National Park and offshore waters, Los Padres 

National Forest, Vandenberg Space Force Base, and extensive areas of rural agricultural land and wilderness. Approximately 

96 percent of residents live in cities and established communities, and approximately 4 percent of residents live in rural areas 

outside of established communities. The c¢² ±ºĚ® ª¢ª²}_±t¢  t® h¢ hl ±­_±lj t  ±sl M_ ±_ >_­t_ U_}}lºù _}¢ r ±sl l_®±l­  _ j 

central reach of the South Coast from Goleta to Carpinteria, and, to a lesser extent, the Lompoc Valley and Santa Ynez Valley. 

Within these regions, most residents live in the cities of Santa Maria, Santa Barbara, Goleta, and Lompoc, which support 

approximately 60 percent of the c¢² ±ºĚ® ª¢ª²}_±t¢ ø Osl }_­rl®± ² t h¢­ª¢­_±lj h¢~~² t±tl® _­l A­h²±±ù ._®±l­  4¢}l±_ 

Valley, and Isla Vista, supporting approximately ÊÈ ªl­hl ± ¢q ±sl *¢² ±ºĚ® ª¢ª²}_±t¢  (Appendix B). 

B. Growth  

Based on the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) Regional Growth Forecast, M_ ±_ )_­g_­_ *¢² ±ºĚ® 

population is projected to increase through 2050 by 13.2 percent for a total population of approximately  510,000 (Table 2-1). 

Most of this growth (48.5 percent) is projected to occur in the Santa Maria Valley. The Lompoc Valley is projected to grow by 

13.3 percent, the second-highest growth rate in the County. While the South Coast is projected to experience the lowest growth 

rate, the population is projected to increase by approximately 14,000 residents, the second- highest total in the county. While 

all communities within the county are projected to grow, the City of Guadalupe is projected to have the highest population 

increase of 27.9 percent through 2050, followed by the City of Buellton with a 19.9 percent total increase (Appendix B). 

Santa Barbara County 
Demographic Snapshot  

Population: 450,000 

Population by 2050: 510,000 

Population Increase: 13% 

Median Age: 35.1 

Children: 22% 

Seniors: 27% 

Median Household Income (2024): 

$96,000 
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Table 2-1. Population Growth by Region 

Region Current Population (2019) Future Population (2050) 

Cuyama Valley 596 647 

Lompoc Valley 54,806 62,069 

Santa Maria Valley 146,838 169,101 

Santa Ynez Valley 19,157 21,326 

South Coast 208,530 222,659 

Total 450,084 509,697 

Appendix B 

C. Age 

The median age in Santa Barbara County is 35.1. The largest age group in the county is seniors over 55 years old, at 

approximately 27 percent. Children under the age of 18 comprise approximately 22 percent of residents, with young children 

(ages 0 to 14 years old) comprising about 18 percent. The median age of residents is lowest in the Santa Maria Valley at 37.2, 

and the median age is highest in the Santa Ynez Valley at 48.4. Communities like Isla Vista, the City of Buellton, and the City 

of Guadalupe have the youngest populations in the county, while the City of Solvang, Montecito, and Vandenberg Village have 

®¢~l ¢q ±sl *¢² ±ºĚ® ¢}jl®± ª¢ª²}_±t¢ ® g_®lj ¢  ~ljt_  _rl (Appendix B). 

D. Income  

The median household income in Santa Barbara County is approximately $96,000, resulting from wide variations between 

communities ranging from $25,00 in Isla Vista to $223,000 in Montecito. Several communities have substantially lower median 

incomes than Santa Barbara County, including the City of Guadalupe, the City of Santa Maria, the City of Lompoc, and Isla 

Vista. Other communities have notably higher median incomes compared to the County, including Orcutt, Eastern Goleta 

Valley, the City of Goleta, Vandenberg Village, Mission Hills, Buellton, Santa Ynez, Ballard, and Los Olivos (Appendix B).  

A countywide demographic analysis is provided in Appendix B, Demographics.  
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Figure 2-1. Santa Barbara County Communities 
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2.8.  ÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШÂũċŰŰŔŰŊШ ƖĲċƚ 

Each community in Santa Barbara County has its own identity, but for recreation planning purposes, there are essentially five 

recreation planning areas, including Santa Maria Valley, Lompoc Valley, Santa Ynez Valley, Cuyama Valley, and the South 

Coast. These planning areas recognize that residents tend to share recreational facilities and programs in their local 

community, such as regional parks, sports complexes, gymnasiums, trail systems, or community parks. The Recreation Master 

Plan addresses existing parks and trails, recreation needs, and planned improvements countywide and by recreation planning 

area. Notably, Vandenberg Space Force Base, Los Padres National Forest, and Channel Islands National Park have unique 

recreation features and are managed outside local agency jurisdictions. While the Recreation Master Plan recognizes 

recreation in these areas, it does not apply to them. 

For recreation planning in Santa Barbara County, these five planning areas consist of: 

¶ The Santa Maria  Valley, including the cities of Santa Maria and Guadalupe, as well as the communities of Orcutt, 

Casmalia, Garey, and Sisquoc. 

¶ The Cuyama Valley, including the communities of Cuyama and New Cuyama. 

¶ The Lompoc Valley, including the City of Lompoc, and the communities of Vandenberg Village and Mission Hills. 

¶ The Santa Ynez Valley, including the cities of Buellton and Solvang, as well as the communities of Ballard, Santa Ynez, 

and Los Olivos; although located in the San Antonio Valley, Los Alamos is also included in this planning area. 

¶ The South Coast, including the cities of Santa Barbara, Goleta, and Carpinteria, as well as the communities of Isla Vista, 

Eastern Goleta Valley, Montecito, Mission Canyon, Toro Canyon, and Summerland, as well as the rural Gaviota Coast. 

Each recreation planning area is described below, and a summary of the size and population of each planning area is provided 

in Appendix B.  
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Figure 2-2. Recreation Planning Areas in Santa Barbara County 
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A. Santa Maria Valley  

The Santa Maria Valley encompasses 178,146 acres in the 

northwestern portion of Santa Barbara County, including areas 

inland from the h¢² ±ºĚ® northern coastline and south of the County 

of San Luis Obispo. This planning area is bound by the Santa Maria 

River to the north, the Pacific Ocean and Casmalia Hills to the west, 

the San Rafael Mountains to the east, and the Solomon Hills to the 

south. The Santa Maria River traverses the valley and drains into 

the Pacific Ocean west of Guadalupe. The area is accessed by U.S. 

Highway 101 from the north and south, SR 166 from the east and 

west, SR 1 from the northwest and southwest, and SR 135 from the 

south. Amtrak train service is available in the City of Guadalupe. 

The Santa Maria Airport provides regional and continental 

passenger flight services. Alan Hancock College's main campus 

provides higher educational services. The Santa Maria Valley is 

home to approximately 146,838 residents within the City of Santa 

Maria, the City of Guadalupe, and several unincorporated 

communities, including Orcutt, Garey, Sisquoc, and Casmalia, as 

well as rural residents. Santa Maria Valley communities are 

geographically distinct from one another, except for the City of 

Santa Maria and Orcutt, which physically combine as the 

population center of the Santa Maria Valley. Land uses outside this 

urban hub are largely rural and dominated by cultivated 

agriculture, grazing, and open space. 

 
Santa Maria Valley lies in the northernmost area of the 

county, encompassing distinct urban communities such as 

Orcutt and the City of Santa Maria, expansive agricultural 

lands, and unique recreational and coastal resources, 

including Rancho Guadalupe Dunes County Park 

(pictured). Photo: CaliforniaBeaches.com 
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B. Cuyama Valley  

The Cuyama Valley constitutes the northeastern and eastern 

portions of the county, encompassing 112,783 acres and bound by 

the Caliente Mountain Range to the north and the Sierra Madre 

Mountains to the south. The valley is bisected by the Cuyama River 

and includes the unincorporated communities of Cuyama, New 

Cuyama, and Ventucopa. Access to the Cuyama Valley is provided 

by SR 166 from the northwest and SR 33 from the southeast. The 

area has a population of approximately 596, mostly concentrated 

in the community of New Cuyama. These communities are 

geographically isolated from regional urban centers in Santa Maria 

and Santa Ynez by the Los Padres National Forest and the 

mountainous areas of the county. The Cuyama Valley is 

predominantly rural and agricultural in use, with small urban uses 

limited to Cuyama and New Cuyama. 

C. Lompoc Valley  

The Lompoc Valley encompasses 195,287 acres located in the mid-

western portion of the county, bound by the Purisima, Santa Rita, 

Santa Rosa, and White Hills. The Santa Ynez River traverses the 

Lompoc Valley in a westerly direction and drains into the Pacific 

Ocean at Ocean Beach County Park. This planning area is accessed 

by SR 1 from the north and south and SR 246 from the east and west. 

Amtrak train services are available from Surf Beach on the coast, 

approximately 10 miles west of the City of Lompoc. The Lompoc 

Airport provides regional aviation services. The Lompoc Valley is 

home to about 50,806 residents, primarily in the City of Lompoc 

and the unincorporated communities of Vandenberg Village and 

Mission Hills. The unincorporated communities lie in low hills 

immediately north of the Santa Ynez River and the City of Lompoc 

to form the population center of the Lompoc Valley. This urbanized 

core is surrounded primarily by agriculture and open space. La 

 
Cuyama Valley, located in the easternmost area of the 

county, supports the small communities of Cuyama, New 

Cuyama, and Ventucopa with one public park, and 

comprises primarily ranchland and open space. Photo: 

Noozhawk 

 

 
Lompoc Valley includes the City of Lompoc and 

communities of Vandenberg Village, Mesa Oaks, and 

Mission Hills in the mid-western region of the county. The 

rugged rural coastline is accessible at Jalama Beach 

County Park and Campground (pictured). 



2-12 Chapter  2.0: County Overview  

 

 

Purisma Mission State Historic Park lies immediately northeast 

of the City of Lompoc. Vandenberg Space Force Base lies to the 

west of this population center and separates these communities 

from the rural northern coastline and beaches. 

D. Santa Ynez Valley  

The Santa Ynez Valley comprises 202,507 acres located in central 

Santa Barbara County. The Santa Ynez Valley is located at the 

base of several converging mountain ranges, including the San 

Rafael and Santa Ynez mountains, and the Purisima and Santa 

Rita hills. The Santa Ynez River flows through the valley and into 

Lake Cachuma, located centrally in the valley, providing both 

water supplies and a key recreational amenity to the county. The 

area is accessible by U.S. Highway 101 from the southwest and 

northwest, SR 246 from the west, and SR 154 from the southeast. 

The Santa Ynez Airport provides regional aviation services. This 

planning area is home to approximately 19,157 people who live 

in the cities of Buellton and Solvang, the unincorporated 

communities of Santa Ynez, Ballard, and Los Olivos, or rural 

areas, as well as within  the town of Los Alamos, located 6 miles 

to the north. Population density is generally low in rural areas 

where land uses are predominantly ranches, grazing, agriculture, 

and open space. 

E. South Coast  

The South Coast comprises 77,020 acres along the southern 

coastline of the county, including the cities of Santa Barbara, 

Goleta, and Carpinteria, as well as the unincorporated 

communities of Eastern Goleta Valley, Isla Vista, Mission 

Canyon, Toro Canyon, Montecito, and Summerland, and the rural 

Gaviota Coast. This coastal area lies between the ridgeline of the 

Santa Ynez Mountains and the Pacific Ocean from Gaviota Pass 

to the Ventura County line. U.S. Highway 101 traverses the 

 
Santa Ynez Valley located centrally in the county, is 

renowned for its rural wine country and small towns like 

Solvang, Los Olivos, and Santa Ynez, as well as outdoor 

recreation in the LPNF and Lake Cachuma (pictured). Photo: 

Los Angeles Times 

 

 
The South Coast, including Goleta, Santa Barbara, and 

Carpinteria and the rural coastline of Gaviota, is set at the 

base of the LPNF in the Santa Ynez Mountains and provide 

access to the coastal recreation like off- leash play at 

5l j­ºĚ® )l_hs Ċªth±²­ljċø Photo: TheTravelPockets.com 
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planning area from west to east and parallels the UPRR. Amtrak train service is provided from stations in Carpinteria, Santa 

)_­g_­_ù _ j 4¢}l±_ø Osl M_ ±_ )_­g_­_ !t­ª¢­± ª­¢·tjl® ­lrt¢ _} _ j h¢ ±t l ±_} q}trs± ®l­·thl®ø Osl _­l_Ě® ÊÈÐùÍËÈ ­l®tjl ±s 

are concentrated within the eastern reach of the South Coast between Goleta and Carpinteria, while the western extent along 

the Gaviota Coast is sparsely populated and rural. The Los Padres National Forest borders the South Coast to the north and 

supports several state parks, including Carpinteria State Beach, El Presidio de Santa Barbara State Historic Park, El Capitan 

State Beach, Refugio State Beach, and Gaviota State Park. The University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) campus is 

located on the coast adjacent to the community of Isla Vista and the City of Goleta, while another major educational institution, 

Santa Barbara City College, is located within the City of Santa Barbara. 

Table 2-2. Communities in Santa Barbara County by Recreation Planning Area 

Community by Recreation 

Planning Area 
Acres Population Incorporated Cities 

Unincorporated 

Communities 

Santa Maria Valley 178,146 146,838 Santa Maria 

Guadalupe 

Orcutt 

Garey 

Sisquoc 

Casmalia 

Lompoc Valley 195,287 50,806 Lompoc Mission Hills 

Mesa Oaks 

Vandenberg Village 

Santa Ynez Valley 202,507 19,157 Buellton 

Solvang 

Los Olivos 

Los Alamos 

Ballard 

Santa Ynez 

South Coast 77,020 208,530 Goleta 

Santa Barbara 

Carpinteria 

Gaviota Coast 

Isla Vista 

Eastern Goleta Valley 

Mission Canyon 

Montecito 

Summerland 

Toro Canyon 
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Community by Recreation 

Planning Area 
Acres Population Incorporated Cities 

Unincorporated 

Communities 

Cuyama Valley 112,783 596 N/A Cuyama 

New Cuyama 

Ventucopa 

2.9.  uĲǃШÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШ ŊĲŰĦŔĲƚШŔŰШÉċŰƣċШ7ċƖĤċƖċШ9ŸƨŰƣǃ 

Parks, open space, trails, and recreation amenities in Santa Barbara 

County are provided by the County, the eight cities, including Buellton, 

Carpinteria, Goleta, Guadalupe, Lompoc, Santa Barbara, Santa Maria, 

and Solvang, and two special districts, including the Isla Vista 

Recreation and Parks District (IVRPD) and the Cuyama Valley 

Recreation District (CVRD), as well as private recreation providers. 

The County provides facilities and limited programs, including 

campgrounds, regional parks, open space, and trails, while the cities 

provide both facilities and programs, including local and neighborhood parks hosting recreational sports and classes. 

Private organizations provide several programs and services (e.g., sports leagues and hiking groups) at many recreation 

facilities. Private recreation organizations are typically nonprofits like YMCAs and sports leagues. However, there are also 

for-profit  organizations like Rancho Oso RV and Camping Resort, Ocean Mesa RV Park and Campground, and El Capitan 

Canyon Campground. Groups such as YMCAs throughout the County, the Ben Page Youth Sports Center and the Girsh Park 

Foundation in the Goleta Valley, and the Elings Park Foundation in the City of Santa Barbara provide key active recreation 

facilities to supplement local agency efforts. Agencies, organizations, and recreational service providers work together to 

meet local recreation needs and increasing demands, often with limited budgets and staffing.  

Planning for parks, recreation, and trails involves local agencies and organizations and regional and state organizations 

with ties to recreation facilities and programs such as the Los Padres National Forest, State Parks, and organizations such 

as the Santa Barbara County Land Trust, which collectively manage hundreds of thousands of acres of land in the County; 

this land is often set aside for conservation purposes and associated trails and campgrounds are generally reserved for 

passive recreation uses. Each agency has a unique approach to planning for parks, recreation, and trails based on its 

adopted recreation planning framework, the facilities and land managed, and the user groups served. Recreation demands 

can be quite different in each jurisdiction. Interagency coordination with  cities and other recreation service providers is open 

and efficient to maximize high-quality recreation programs in each community in Santa Barbara County (Figure 2-3). 

ìEverybody needs beauty as well as bread, 
places to play in and pray in, where nature 

may heal and give strength to body and 
soulÏí 

John Muir, The Yosemite (1912) 
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The County of Santa Barbara Community Services 

Department, Parks Division (County Parks) 

provides the most public parkland of any local 

agency. State and federal governments also 

provide expansive lands for outdoor recreation 

and open space. The eight cities in the county 

each provide diverse parks and commonly 

provide robust recreation programs (e.g., sports 

leagues and fitness classes) to serve residents 

regionally. Two special districts also provide park 

facilities and/or recreation programming to meet 

local needs, including the Isla Vista Recreation and 

Park District (IVRPD) and the Cuyama Valley 

Recreation District (CVRD). The cities and special 

districts, along with private organizations (e.g., 

youth sports leagues, YMCAs), are central to 

providing recreational services, particularly for 

children and seniors, as well as adult fitness and 

active sports (Figure 2-3). This diversity of 

demands and services requires interagency 

coordination to provide adequate parks and 

recreation, with  each agency fulfilling  different 

needs in particular regions. Planning for 

recreation involves considering those unique 

needs in the adopted goals, policies, actions, and 

programs for the recreation service providers, 

including the cities, special districts, and state and 

federal agencies.  

  

Figure 2-3. Key Providers of Parks & Recreation in Santa Barbara 

County 

 

County of Santa Barbara

ĂCommunity & regional parks

ĂOpen space & trails

ĂLimited recreation programs & services

Cities & Special Districts

ĂNeighborhood, community, & regional parks

ĂOpen space & trails

ĂRecreational programs for youth & adults

State & Federal Agencies

ĂOpen space & trails

ĂCampgrounds

ĂPublic access to the coast & the forest

Private Organizations

ĂRecreation facilities (e.g., gyms, sports courts)

ĂRecreation programs for youth & adults

ĂOpen space and trail aquisition and management
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2.10.  9ŸƨŰƣǃШÂċƖťƚ 

The mission of County Parks is to provide, protect, and enhance 

parks, recreation, and trails for the enjoyment, education, and 

inspiration of present and future generations in a safe and resilient 

environment. 

A. A Vision  for  County  Parks  

*¢² ±º I_­|®Ě ·t®t¢  t® ±¢ h­l_±l _ j ~_ _rl _ ®²®±_t _g}lù 

vibrant, and diverse system of parks, trails, and recreation facilities 

that offer all people the opportunity to explore, play, exercise, 

®¢ht_}t¿lù _ j h¢  lh± ¸t±s ±sl *¢² ±ºĚ®  _±²­_} ­l®¢²­hl®, 

consistent with responsible environmental stewardship and 

resilience. This vision is supported by several key principles 

presented in Figure 2-4. 

B. County  Parks  Operations  

County Parks provides recreation facilities and services to 

approximately 7.6 million visitors annually (County Parks 2021). 

County Parks currently has 62.75 full- time equivalent employees 

(FTE) and is supported by seasonal employees (e.g., lifeguards) 

and volunteers. County Parks staff includes rangers, naturalists, 

maintenance and custodial team members, water/sewer plant 

operators, and administrators. Leadership team members include 

the deputy director, a grant program manager, operations 

managers, a project manager for capital improvements, an 

aquatics manager, and a planner. Staff members are stationed at 

four main locations at Waller Park in Santa Maria, Lake Cachuma 

in the Santa Ynez Valley, the County Parks maintenance yard in 

Eastern Goleta Valley, and the Parks Division headquarters in 

County offices in Downtown Santa Barbara, with some staff 

_®®tr lj ±¢ j²±tl® _± jtqql­l ± ª_­|® ±s­¢²rs¢²± ±sl h¢² ±ºø *¢² ±º I_­|®Ě ¢ªl­_±t r g²jrl± q¢­ 3X 2023/24 was $17.2 million, 

with approximately $3.8 million in planned capital improvement needs. 

Figure 2-4. County Parks Key Principles 

 

Parks are essential for community 
health, wellbeing, and sustainability.

Parks and trail networks provide 
equitable access for all people.

Visitor experiences are memorable, 
diverse, and high-quality.

Public access and recreation are 
balanced with natural and historical 

resource management.

Customer service is excellent and 
parks are clean and well-managed.
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County Parks provides a focused range of recreational programs 

within its public parks. Lifeguard services are provided 

seasonally at three beaches and two pools at Lake Cachuma. A 

z² t¢­ }tqlr²_­j ª­¢r­_~ t® _}®¢ ª­¢·tjlj _± 5l j­ºĚ® )l_hs 

(Arroyo Burro Beach County Park) in Santa Barbara. While 

County Parks does not provide in-house recreation programs or 

services, the County contracts with  concessionaires located at 

various locations throughout the County to provide extended 

services such as restaurants (e.g., Boathouse at Arroyo Burro 

County Park or Jalama Beach Store at Jalama Beach County 

Park) and boat rentals (i.e., watercraft rentals such as kayaks at 

Goleta Beach and Lake Cachuma). County Parks also provides 

facilities for programs provided by cities and private 

recreational service providers (County Parks 2021). 

County Parks is committed to the delivery of high-quality visitor 

service, regulatory enforcement, and development and 

maintenance of recreation facilities for the ª²g}thĚ® health, 

safety, and enjoyment when visiting the *¢² ±ºĚ® public park 

system. Capital planning is a continuous process dependent 

upon prioritized needs and available funding, including 

development impact fees, community service areas, deferred 

and preventive maintenance funds, and grant programs. See 

Section 2.10.D, Overview of County Recreation Plans, Policies, 

and Regulations, below for a description of key recreation 

planning documents implemented in the County. 

C. County  Recreation  Advisory  Groups  

County  Parks  Commission  

County Parks is supported by the County Park Commission, as 

appointed by the County Board of Supervisors. Commissioners 

each represent one district in the county and serve a 3- year term. 

The Park Commission is tasked with the following review and 

advisory roles: 

 
County Parks provides a lifeguard program, including Junior 

4²_­j® _± 5l j­ºĚ® )l_hs t  M_ ±_ )_­g_­_ø Is¢±¢ú *¢² ±º 

Parks 

 

 
County Parks staffs 14 lifeguards at two pools and three 

beaches, including Goleta Beach (pictured). Photo: 

daytrippen.com 
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¶ Balancing departmental and capital  improvement resources to be in harmony with population and community 

demand to the extent possible; 

¶ Reviewing departmental policies and actions and meeting with the public to ensure that park policies and actions are 

well- thought-out and appropriate to community standards; 

¶ Providing a forum where the ª²g}thĚ® input regarding park issues may be completely heard; 

¶ Acting as an advocate for a strong local park system that  is funded to provide beautiful parks and recreation areas 

with adequate maintenance and development; 

¶ Advising the Board of Supervisors of the *¢~~t®®t¢ Ě® findings and conclusions (County Parks 2021). 

County  Riding  and Hiking  Trails  Advisory  Committee  

The County Riding and Hiking Trails Advisory Committee (CRAHTAC) was established by the County Board of Supervisors in an 

advisory capacity to review programs, policies, and procedures affecting county recreational riding and hiking trails and their 

use. Committee members are selected by District Supervisors with 3 to 4 members from each District and are concerned with 

the location, development, and maintenance of the recreational trails system countywide, to provide public access and links 

to the Los Padres National Forest, parks, beaches, and other public recreation areas (County Parks 2021) 

D. Overview of County  Recreation  Plans,  Policies,  and Regulations  

Recreation planning in the County is guided by several interrelated documents that serve different purposes. These documents, 

as amended, form the regulatory basis for recreation planning and the Countywide Recreation Master Plan. Key recreation 

plans and regulations adopted by the County include the following: 

¶ The Comprehensive Plan guides land use and development in unincorporated areas. Key aspects of this plan include the 

following:  

¶ Eight mandatory elements, per state law, include the Land Use, Conservation, Housing, Circulation, Open Space, Noise, 

and Seismic Safety and Safety Elements, plus the Coastal Land Use Plan. 

¶ Five optional elements, including Agriculture, Energy, Environmental Resource Management, Hazardous Waste, and 

Scenic Highways elements. 

¶ The County does not have an adopted Recreation Element; rather, recreation is addressed in the Recreation Section of 

the Land Use Element and 10 community or area plans. 

¶ The Community Plans are adopted as amendments to the Land Use Element and/or Coastal Land Use Plan (for areas 

within the coastal zone) and plan a particular area at a finer level of detail. The County has 10 community or area plans, 

including Eastern Goleta Valley, Isla Vista/Unincorporated Goleta, the Gaviota Coast, Los Alamos, Mission Canyon, 

Montecito, Orcutt, Santa Ynez Valley, Summerland, and Toro Canyon. Each community plan contains goals, policies, and 
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standards guiding the development of the community it serves, including recreation, although their level of detail regarding 

recreation varies. 

¶ The Capital Improvements Program (CIP) is a multi-ºl_­ ª}_  t r ±¢¢} ²®lj ±¢ tjl ±tqº _ j t~ª}l~l ± ±sl *¢² ±ºĚ® ®s¢­±-

term and long-term capital needs, including key recreation improvements and action items from the Comprehensive Plan 

and community plans. 

¶ Park Master Plans have been prepared for several County Parks. Examples include master plans for Waller Park, Jalama 

Beach County Park, the Point Sal Reserve, Lake Cachuma County Park, and Guadalupe Dunes County Park. These 

plans address park design and layout, circulation and access, visitation  and user experience, maintenance and capital 

improvements, and funding/financial considerations.  

¶ The County Land Use and Development Code (LUDC; Chapter 35.20 through 28) carries out the policies of the 

Comprehensive Plan by classifying and regulating the uses of land within the unincorporated county. Additionally, the 

Montecito Land Use Development Code (MLUDC), as well as the Coastal Zoning Ordinance (CZO), carry out the policies of 

the Comprehensive Plan by classifying and regulating the use of land per the Montecito Community Plan Area and the 

Coastal Land Use Plan, respectively. While land use designations characterize the physical uses and the intensity of those 

uses, zoning designations legally define permitted uses and development guidelines for those uses.  

 

    
County Parks has a long-standing history of providing outstanding outdoor recreation opportunities within day-use parks, beaches, 

pools, group areas, trails, on & off- leash dog parks, open spaces, and campgrounds. Photos: County Parks 



 

 

 

  

Photo: Santa Maria Sun 



Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan  3-1 

 

 

3.0.  EǂŔƚƣŔŰŊШÂċƖťƚШċŰĬШÑƖċŔũƚ 
Recreation in Santa Barbara County takes place at parks, beaches, 

campgrounds, trails, open space areas, and outdoor/indoor 

recreation facilities in distinct communities. Community 

engagement for the Recreation Master Plan indicates that the most 

popular recreation facilities in the county include trails, beaches, 

campgrounds, playgrounds, pools, dog parks, sports fields and 

courts, community gardens, gyms, skate and BMX parks, golf and 

disc golf, and outdoor fitness and exploration (Appendix C). The 

countyĚ® ­lh­l_±t¢  ®º®±l~ ®l­·l® ­l®tjl ±® q­¢~ ² t h¢­ª¢­_±lj 

and incorporated communities, as well as visitors from near and 

far. 

A key step in the recreation planning process involves 

understanding the parks, recreation, and trail facilities currently 

available and assessing how that system is serving existing 

populations. To establish a clear vision for the future of parks, 

recreation, and trails in Santa Barbara County, this section 

evaluates the existing parks, trails, and open space to help 

understand where recreation facilities are meeting community 

needs and where there may be gaps.  

This chapter provides a summary of a comprehensive inventory and assessment of ±sl h¢² ±ºĚ® ª²g}th parkland and 

recreational facilities and programs t  l_hs ¢q ±sl h¢² ±ºĚ® ­lh­l_±t¢  ª}_  t r _­l_® Ċrefer to Section 2.8, Recreation Planning 

Areas).  

The parks, recreation, and trails analyzed in this chapter correspond to an interactive GIS-based map of the parkland and trail 

inventories, available online at www.SBCRecPlan.com. 

ìThe County hosts an incredible network of parks and trails that offer recreation and ecosystem service benefits to 
all who live and play here, but access ®~ ®qj«j ej|jor®« r« ] fq]zzj|pj o~ª {]|· ~o ®qj *~¯|®·ï« fr®rºj|«Ïí 

Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint (2018) 

 
Public parks support sustainable communities with 

outdoor play, exercise, youth and adult sports, and 

community identity. Photo: Conejo Valley Events 

http://www.sbcrecplan.com/
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3.1.  ÂƨĤũŔĦШÂċƖťƚШѼШ§ƓĲŰШÉƓċĦĲ 

Santa Barbara County is renowned for its outdoor beauty and 

recreation opportunities provided by public parks and open 

spaces. Beaches and blufftop open spaces, high-quality parks 

with playgrounds and sports facilities, and public open space 

preserves, along with a mild climate, support year- round 

recreation. Parks support a diversity of sports and recreation 

activities while also conserving natural resources and supporting 

healthy lifestyles and sustainable communities.  

As a basis for park planning and needs assessment, an inventory 

of public parks and open space countywide was developed for 

the following property types: 

¶ Public Parkland. 170 properties (2,192 acres) providing free, 

accessible public recreation facilities  

¶ Limited Access Parkland. 49 properties (149,968 acres) 

providing fee-based or limited access (e.g., docent- led, 

reservation-only) recreational opportunities 

¶ Public Open Space. 83 properties (655,228 acres) providing 

public open space primarily for natural resources and low-

impact outdoor recreation, such as natural trails or 

birdwatching in designated areas 

Each property in the inventory is assessed based on type, size, 

location, owner, service area and population, recreation 

facilities, and accessibility (Figure 3-1). These aspects are 

reviewed for each property included in the inventory map.  

 
Public open spaces like the San Marcos Foothills (pictured) 

conserve undeveloped land for wilderness and outdoor 

exploration. Photo: lotsafunmaps.com 

 
Public parkland like Orcutt Community Park (pictured) 

combine recreation and leisure with land conservation to 

provide playgrounds, sports fields/courts, and picnic and 

gathering areas. Public parkland can also trails in public 

open spaces like the Orcutt Hills. Photo: County Parks 
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Figure 3-1. Public Parkland Characteristics Analyzed in the Inventory  

 

 

Private commercial recreation is also available in the county, such as golf courses, country clubs, and bowling alleys. Private 

properties that have recreational value to select groups (e.g., homeowners associations, members of clubs or organizations) 

are also available. However, these types of recreational uses are not captured in the inventory of public recreation resources 

analyzed in this chapter. 

Park Type

Pocket

Neighborhood

Community

Regional

Beach

Location & Population

Recreation planning 
area

Incorporated city or 
unincorporated 

community

Demographics of 
population served

Accessibility

Walking and biking 
distance

Sidewalks & bicycle 
facilities

ADA-accessibility

Signs & wayfinding

Size & Recreation 
Facilities

Acres of public 
parkland

Sports fields/courts

Playgrounds

Recreation facilities

Trails & silent 
recreation



3-4 Chapter  3.0: Existing Parks and Trails  

 

 

Figure 3-2. Existing Parkland by Status/Accessibility (Acres) 

!® ±sl Llh­l_±t¢  >_®±l­ I}_ Ě® r¢_} t® ±¢ plan public recreation, 

public parkland is the basis for local parks and recreation 

planning.  

Approximately 2,192 acres of public parkland provide free, 

accessible parks and recreation facilities in Santa Barbara 

County (Figure 3-3). An estimated 715 acres of this public 

parkland is provided by County Parks with a wide range of 

facilities, including sports courts and fields, playgrounds, public 

pools, off- leash dog areas, disc golf, and campgrounds. The 

remaining 1,477 acres of public parkland are provided primarily 

by cities and special recreation districts such as the Isla Vista 

Recreation and Parks District (IVRPD) and the Cuyama Valley 

Recreation District (CVRD), as well as the State of California. 

Public parkland in Santa Barbara County supports access to 

outdoor recreation, sports, and play. Most of the parkland is 

located on the South Coast, including Goleta, Santa Barbara, and 

2,192

149,968

655,228

0 100,000 200,000 300,000 400,000 500,000 600,000 700,000

Public Parkland

Limited Access

Public Open Space

 
Public parkland is free, openly accessible, and provides a 

diversity of facilities to meet a range of recreational needs. 

Photo: Lompoc Record 
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Carpinteria. Santa Maria Valley, including Santa Maria, Orcutt, and Guadalupe, provides nearly a quarter of the parkland. 

Parkland in Lompoc Valley serves Lompoc, Vandenberg Village, and Mission Hills/Mesa Oaks. Santa Ynez Valley parkland is 

provided primarily by Solvang and Buellton. Cuyama Valley's public parkland is provided by one park located in New Cuyama. 

Figure 3-3. Public Parkland by Recreation Planning Area (Acres) 
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A. Public Park land   

Using the inventory of existing public parkland in Santa Barbara County, County 

Parks assessed how parks are distributed between the recreation planning areas and 

what type of parks are provided to the public. !® ±sl Llh­l_±t¢  >_®±l­ I}_ Ě® r¢_} 

is to plan for public recreation, this section describes existing public parkland in 

Santa Barbara County, as defined here:  

¶ Public parkland has recreation value that is openly accessible to the public with 

little to no barrier s to entry.  

¶ Public parkland includes parks, open spaces, and trail networks with free or low-

cost entry and/or parking.  

¶ Public parkland is relatively easy to access from communities (i.e., the travel 

distance or mode does not present a significant barrier to public access).  

¶ Public parkland includes features, including outdoor and indoor amenities, that 

support the recreational needs of the community. 

Parks in Santa Barbara County can be categorized into five park types based on the 

National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) guidelines and local conditions (Table 3-1). These classifications help to 

characterize the existing parks and recreation system and guide its future development. Each park type serves a specific need 

in the community and provides a range of features that are typical for each. A summary of existing public parks by type is 

provided below, including the total number and combined total acres in Santa Barbara County. 

Table 3-1. Park Types in Santa Barbara County 

Park Types Description Total # 
Total 

Acres 

Pocket Park Pocket parks (aka, tot lots, mini parks) are typically the smallest parks 

serving limited, isolated, or unique recreation needs of populations within 

about a ¼-mile radius. Pocket parks are generally smaller than one to two 

acres in size. These parks may be either active or passive. Typically, pocket 

parks address a specific recreational need in the immediate vicinity, such 

as demand for a playground or an open lawn area. As pocket parks are 

typically locally serving, off- street parking and restrooms are often not 

11 pocket 

parks 

4 acres 

What is Public Parkland?  

Open to the public 

Free or low-cost 

Easy to access 

Nearby 

Existing outdoor and/or 

indoor recreation facilities 
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Park Types Description Total # 
Total 

Acres 

provided. Sidewalks and bike paths connecting pocket parks to the 

surrounding neighborhood are important to ensure accessibility and safety. 

Neighborhood 

Park 

Neighborhood parks serve a variety of age groups within approximately a 

½-mile radius. Depending on the neighborhood, these parks may range in 

size from 1 to 15 acres. Neighborhood parks typically include a combination 

of active and passive recreation activities. Sports fields and courts, 

playgrounds, and trails are common, and occasionally restrooms are 

provided. Passive recreation facilities may include trails, picnic areas, 

seating, and gathering areas. Facilities are generally unlighted, and off-

street parking is limited or not provided. Sidewalks and bike paths 

connecting pocket parks to the surrounding neighborhood are important to 

ensure accessibility and safety. 

100 

neighborhood 

parks 

382 acres 

Community 

Park 

Community parks generally serve several neighborhoods within a one-  to 

five-mile radius. Community parks can range in size from 15 to 100 acres. 

The community park may include outdoor and indoor facilities for 

competitive sports such as swimming, tennis, pickleball, soccer, 

baseball/softball, basketball, volleyball , and others, as well as 

playgrounds, trails and pathways, picnic and group event areas, restrooms, 

and lighting.  

43 

community 

parks 

1,202 

acres 

Regional Park Regional parks are large, multi - use parks that serve several communities 

within a region. Regional parks are typically 100 acres or larger and serve 

those areas within _  s¢²­Ě® j­t·l. The regional park offers a diverse range 

of recreation opportunities, catering to both active and passive interests, 

with a wide selection of facilities suitable for all age groups. Indoor and 

outdoor competitive sports facilities support active recreation and leagues, 

plus natural open space areas for outdoor exploration and resource 

conservation, as well as picnic and group event areas, restrooms, and 

lighting.  

3 regional 

parks 

360 acres 

Beach Park Beach parks provide public coastal access with complementary 

recreational facilities such as open lawn, BBQs, volleyball or other sports 

courts, playgrounds, and/or walking trails or boardwalks. Often, beach 

11 beach 

parks 

244 acres 
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Park Types Description Total # 
Total 

Acres 

parks provide public parking either free or with day-use fees and are 

accessed by local roads and bus routes, as well as sidewalks and bike 

paths to support neighborhood access. Beach parks can also provide 

campgrounds, restaurants, or other concessions to serve visitors during the 

day or overnight. 

 TOTAL 163 parks 2,192 

acres 

Figure 3-4. Public Parks by Type by Recreation Planning Area (Acres) 
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Public parks in Santa Barbara County provide a wide array of recreation facilities to support active sports, exercise, play, and 

recreation needs in each community. From time- tested essentials such as playgrounds, baseball diamonds, soccer fields, and 

basketball courts to emerging high- demand facilities like pickleball courts, disc golf courses, off- leash dog areas, and aquatic 

facilities, the Recreation Master Plan includes a countywide inventory of known recreation facilities within public parks. These 

essential facilities support community well- being and sustainability, supporting many interests and activities for all ages and 

abilities. A summary of the total number of each facility type analyzed for the Recreation Master Plan is provided below. 

Figure 3-5. Total Public Recreation Facilities in Santa Barbara County 
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B. Campgrounds  

As a popular destination for travelers seeking outdoor adventures, 

Santa Barbara County also has 20 campgrounds in local public 

parks or State Parks. County Parks provides two popular 

campgrounds at Lake Cachuma and Jalama Beach County Parks.  

Jalama Beach County Park is currently the only campground owned 

by County Parks (see below for information about the Lake 

Cachuma Recreation Area). The park was donated to the County 

after 1943 by the Atlantic Richfield Oil Company. Jalama Beach has 

since been a popular location for camping, surfing, windsurfing, 

beachgoing, and cycling, and is the only public coastal access point 

along more than 40 miles of northern Santa Barbara County 

shoreline. Jalama Campground provides 117 campsites with picnic 

tables and BBQ pits, as well as two group campsites. 68 sites are 

designated as tent campsites and 49 as RV sites; 37 sites offer 

electrical hookups for RVs. There are also cabins with an ocean-

view porch. Amenities include restrooms, a coin-operated hot shower building, a dump station, a basketball court, and a 

hst}j­l Ě® ª}_ºr­¢² jø The Jalama Beach Store and Grill provides an onsite restaurant with groceries, camp gear, and 

souvenirs. Support facilities include 4 ranger residences, a workshop, an off- site water well, 2 onsite potable water tanks, 

onsite wastewater disposal via septic systems, and electricity. 

California State Parks also provides camping at Gaviota State Park, Refugio State Beach, and El Capitan State Beach. 

Additional camping and backpacking facilities are provided within the Los Padres National Forest. 

C. Federal and State Parks and Open Space  

While public parkland is the focus of the Recreation Master Plan, the value and unique resources provided by Santa Barbara 

County's public open spaces and limited access parklands are recognized as substantial pieces of the natural resource and 

outdoor recreation landscape. Los Padres National Forest contributes over 630,000 acres of public wilderness and backcountry 

with over 770 miles of trails. The National Forest supports natural resource conservation and unique outdoor recreational 

activities such as camping, hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding. California State Parks provides approximately 8,345 

acres of public open space with three campgrounds and approximately 7 miles of trails. 

  

 
County Parks provides two of the 20 public campgrounds 

in Santa Barbara County, including Jalama Beach located 

on the spectacular coastline of Lompoc Valley. Photo: 

County Parks 
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Lake Cachuma Recreation Area  
The Lake Cachuma Recreation Area is located in the Santa Ynez Valley, approximately 12 miles east of Solvang 

and 22 miles northwest of Santa Barbara. Lake Cachuma was created by the construction of Bradbury Dam by 

the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation in 1953. The name "Cachuma" comes from the Chumash village "Aquitsumu", 

which in the Barbareño Chumash language translates to "sign". The 9,500-acre Lake Cachuma Recreation Area 

is owned by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and managed by County Parks. Since Lake Cachuma is a drinking 

water reservoir for Santa Barbara County, swimming is not currently allowed, but the lake anchors a wide variety 

of recreational activities, including fishing, camping, disc golf, mountain biking, hiking, and horseback riding.  

On the southwestern side of the lake, Cachuma Lake Campground offers several hundred sites that can 

accommodate tents and/or self- contained RVs, as well as group camping. Over 100 full hookup sites provide 

dedicated electrical, water, and sewer, and over 30 partial hookups with dedicated electrical and water. Eight 

cabin sites are equipped with electricity, full bathrooms, kitchenettes, living rooms, and private porches. Each site 

has a permanent fire pit/ring and picnic table with access to hot showers, restrooms, two pools, and dump station, 

and potable water nearby. The Cachuma Store provides gasoline, groceries, camping gear, and souvenirs, and an 

¢ ®t±l ­l®±_²­_ ±ù 5¢¢|Ěj )_­ Ņ 4­t}}ù t® _·_t}_g}lø There is a boat and kayak rental facility with a bait and tackle 

shop where fishing licenses can be purchased. The lake is stocked with rainbow trout throughout the winter 

season, and fishing is open all year from shore or boat. There are five miles of hiking trails within the park, and 

Los Padres National Forest trails are close by. A variety of programs include wildlife lake cruises, nature walks, 

junior ranger programs, and campfire programs.  

The Cachuma Lake Disc Golf Course is an 18-hole course featuring concrete tees and orange, powder- coated 

baskets. Each hole features four pin placements, which can be set up to challenge both recreational players and 

seasoned pros. The 2.25-mile course begins and ends in front of the Cachuma Lake Store. 

On the northeastern side of the lake, Live Oak Campground lies on 40 undeveloped acres that were once a 

campsite for cowboys. Live Oak Campground can now be rented for large events and group camping up to 200 

campers/guests in an "open" site. Live Oak Campground also serves as the trailhead for the Live Oak Equestrian 

Trail, the only dedicated equestrian trail system in the county, that navigates an active cattle ranch along Lake 

*_hs²~_Ě® north bank. 



3-12 Chapter  3.0: Existing Parks and Trails  

 

 

3.2.  ÂƨĤũŔĦШÑƖċŔũƚ 

Trails in Santa Barbara County traverse stunning landscapes 

ranging from coastal bluffs and sandy beaches to creeks and 

wetlands to foothill chaparral and rocky canyons. This diversity 

means outdoor enthusiasts can experience everything from 

ocean views to serene woodland paths and dramatic mountain 

vistas. Trails in the Santa Ynez Mountains offer breathtaking 

panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean and Channel Islands. 

Coastal trails provide picturesque scenes of the shoreline and 

marine life. Backcountry trails in the Los Padres National Forest 

take visitors deep into the county's wilderness areas. Urban trails 

provide access to beautiful natural corridors, agricultural areas, 

and open spaces while connecting neighborhoods, schools, 

parks, and other services. Santa Barbara County's mild climate 

allows for year- round hiking and outdoor activities, making trails 

an accessible form of recreation for all ages. 

In Santa Barbara County, approximately 1,190 miles of trails 

support hikers, mountain bikers, equestrians, and nature lovers 

to explore. An estimated 412 miles of trails are provided within 

cities and unincorporated communities in the 5 recreation 

planning areas. These trails provide neighborhood and 

community access to hiking and biking within open spaces, such 

as the Orcutt Hills, and along corridors, such as the Obern Trail 

along San Antonio Creek in Goleta. An additional 778 miles of 

trails are provided in the Los Padres National Forest and 

Vandenberg Space Force Base. These trails provide multi- user 

access to Santa Barbara County's most rural wilderness areas, 

as well as backcountry camping and backpacking.  

Trails are provided by several agencies, including the County, the 

cities and special districts, State Parks, and the U.S. Forest 

Service. Strong community involvement and conservation efforts 

help preserve the natural beauty and accessibility of these trails. 

Organizations like the Santa Barbara County Trails Council, 

 
Santa Barbara County has world-class hiking trails, that 

support fitness and exploration of the natural environment 

for all ages. Photo: Independent 

 

 
Trails in Santa Barbara County support multiple activities, 

including hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding. 

Photo: SLO Horse News 
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Santa Maria Valley Open Space, Lompoc Trails, and the Montecito Trails Foundation provide resources and support for 

maintaining and enjoying the trails. 

Trails can be categorized in various ways, including by their location or proximity 

to a roadway, type of trail surface (e.g., asphalt, natural surface), by the allowed 

users of the trail, and their function. They can include neighborhood trails which 

provide safe routes to school and commercial centers; beach access way trails; 

trails that make connections from the urban areas into the national forest and 

other public lands; as well as self- contained trails within our parks and open 

spaces providing access for pleasure, nature enjoyment, and exercise. As a basis for trail planning and needs assessment, the 

Recreation Master Plan includes an inventory of known trails in all 5 recreation planning areas in the county. The existing trail 

inventory documents the name (if known), location, alignment, and classification. A summary of existing trails by type is 

provided below, including the combined total trail miles in Santa Barbara County.  

Table 3-2. Trail Types in Santa Barbara County 

Trail Type Description Example Trails Total Miles 

Recreational 

Trails 

Recreational trails typically provide public access to natural 

environments for outdoor exploration, play, exercise, and 

quiet recreation such as birdwatching. Recreational trails can 

accommodate hikers, mountain bikers, equestrians, and other 

non-motorized uses, such as dog walkers, trail runners, 

wildlife watchers, artists and photographers, and beachgoers. 

Recreation trails are often located within natural open space 

areas and wilderness settings, as well as public parks, 

beaches, and the coast. Recreational trails are typically 

designed as natural surface, off- road trails with a tread width 

that can vary between 1 foot to 14 feet, depending on 

location, topography, vegetation, and allowed user group(s). 

Recreational trails can consist of trails constructed along or 

within public and private easements, or unofficial social trails 

that have been established over time through repeated use.  

¶ Franklin Trail in 

Carpinteria 

¶ Baron Ranch Trails in 

Gaviota 

¶ Point Sal Trails in 

Lompoc Valley 

¶ Orcutt Hills Trails in 

Orcutt 

¶ Midland School Trails in 

Santa Ynez 

284 miles 

Community 

Trails 

Community trails are community connections for both 

recreation and active transportation. Community trails serve 
¶ Obern Trail in Goleta 104 miles 

ìOf all the paths you take in life, 
make sure a few of them are dirt.í 

John Muir 



3-14 Chapter  3.0: Existing Parks and Trails  

 

 

Trail Type Description Example Trails Total Miles 

pedestrians, bicyclists, including e-bikes in some locations, 

and other wheeled transportation, including skateboarders 

and rollerbladers. Community trails are typically located in 

neighborhood or community settings, as well as providing 

connections to public parks, beaches, and the coast. They 

often provide key connections to Recreational trails or other 

Community trails as an important component of a 

h¢~~² t±ºĚ® circulation network, connecting people to 

places. The design of a Community trail widely varies 

depending on the location and intended use of the trail. 

Community trails are often constructed as paved pathways 

with a minimum 10- foot width , and up depending on 

pathway design, separation from other facilities, and user 

capacity. The paths can also be striped for two-way travel. In 

other settings, community trails may be constructed with 

more natural surfaces, such as compacted decomposed 

granite.  

¶ Las Positas Multi-Use 

Path in Santa Barbara 

¶ Waterfront Trail in 

Santa Barbara 

¶ SR 246/Santa Ynez Trail 

in Santa Ynez 

State Trails The State of California provides systems of recreational and 

community trails that are managed by State agencies, 

including California State Parks and the University of 

California. State trails include both on-  and off- road trails 

that are generally multi- use, including pedestrians and 

bicyclists, and other non-motorized users. 

¶ Carpinteria State Beach 

¶ UC Santa Barbara 

¶ El Capitan State Beach 

¶ Refugio State Beach 

¶ Gaviota State Park 

¶ La Purisma Mission 

State Historic Park 

¶ Burton Messa Ecological 

Reserve 

123 miles 

Federal Trails The United States government provides a system of 

recreational and community trails that are managed by 

federal agencies, including the Los Padres National Forest 

and Vandenberg Space Force Base. Federal trails include both 

on-  and off- road trails that primarily provide access to 

¶ Manzana Trail 

¶ Tunnel Trail 

¶ Salisbury Canyon Trail 

¶ Surf Beach 

680 miles 
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Trail Type Description Example Trails Total Miles 

wilderness areas that support hikers, mountain bikers, dog 

walkers, trail runners, backpackers, wildlife watchers, nature 

artists and photographers, equestrians, wilderness campers, 

and hunters, as well as motorized off- road use in some 

locations such as all- terrain vehicles (ATV). Motorized uses 

are only allowed on designated Federal trails in Santa 

Barbara County. 

 TOTAL  1,190 miles 

Trails in Santa Barbara County support access to outdoor 

recreation, exercise, and exploration of the natural environment. 

The Recreation Master Plan evaluates existing trails in Santa 

Barbara County based on how they are distributed between the 

recreation planning areas and the type of trail experience 

provided to the public. Most trails are located in the Los Padres 

National Forest. However, as a basis for local trail planning, the 

Recreation Master Plan focuses on the trails provided within the 

5 recreation planning areas (Figure 3- 6). The South Coast, 

including Goleta, Santa Barbara, and Carpinteria, is served by 55 

percent of the local trail miles in the county. Santa Maria Valley, 

Santa Ynez Valley, and Lompoc Valley each provide less than 20 

percent of the trail miles. Cuyama has 1 percent of the trail miles 

with limited connections to the Los Padres National Forest. 

 
Recreational trails in the county support hiking, horseback 

riding, and biking. Photo: Travel Buddies 
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Figure 3-6. Trails by Type by Recreation Planning Area (Miles) 

 

A. California Coastal Trail  

The California Coastal Trail also follows portions of the county's 

113-mile coastline, comprising segments of both natural trails in 

scenic settings and paved trails through neighborhoods and busy 

waterfront areas. Ongoing statewide efforts to complete the 

California Coastal Trail would achieve a continuous route from 

Oregon to Mexico, and Santa Barbara County would provide a key 

segment from Carpinteria, around Point Conception, and through 

the Guadalupe Dunes. The California Coastal Trail is a network of 

on-  and off- road public trails or routes near or adjacent to the 

ocean that is intended to provide access to the California coastline 

for various recreational user groups. In Santa Barbara County, it 

consists of separate Recreational, Multi-Use, and State trails along 

which the California Coastal Trail route has been identified as part 

of a local jurisdiction's Local Coastal Program (LCP). Where sandy 

beach areas exist, the California Coastal Trail may also be 

identified as a route along the beach.  

3.7 3.4

44.5
38.3

128.6

0 0.1 0

27.2

50

0.5

66.1

0 0 0.20 0 0.1 0.2

49.4

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

Cuyama Valley Lompoc Valley Santa Maria Valley Santa Ynez Valley South Coast

Recreational Trails Community Trails Federal State

 
Osl *_}tq¢­ t_ *¢_®±_} O­_t} ¸¢²}j ±­_·l­®l ±sl h¢² ±ºĚ® 

113-mile- long coastline to help connect Oregon to Mexico. 

Photo: Santa Ynez Valley News 
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3.3.  ÉċŰƣċШ7ċƖĤċƖċШ9ŸƨŰƣǃШÂċƖťƚШѼШÑƖċŔũƚШfŰƻĲŰƣŸƖǃШ~ċƓ 

The inventory of parks and trails in Santa Barbara County is presented geographically below in Figure 3-7, combining data 

from several agencies into one map. The Recreation Master Plan uses this map for park and trail planning. While this map 

collates the best available geographic information and is considered reliable for planning purposes, the information is subject 

to change and may not represent the actual conditions on the ground.  

An interactive version of the Parks & Trails Inventory Map is available at www.SBCRecPlan.com. Enjoy exploring the different 

layers to discover all the useful and interesting information they provide! 1 

  

 

 

1 The GIS-based map of parkland properties (i.e., shapefiles) in Santa Barbara County was originally sourced from the Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint 

(2018) and updated for the Recreation Master Plan. See Appendix C and https://sbcblueprint.databasin.org/  

http://www.sbcrecplan.com/
https://sbcblueprint.databasin.org/
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Figure 3-7. Public Parks, Trails, and Open Space in Santa Barbara County 

[In production]  
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3.4.  9ŸƨŰƣǃр§ƽŰĲĬШÂċƖťƚШѼШ§ƓĲŰШÉƓċĦĲƚ 

County Parks maintains 53 properties providing free 

access to public parks, trails, and open space in the 

unincorporated area. County ParksĚ ª²g}th parks and 

open spaces comprise approximately 2,740 acres, with 

an estimated 2,151 acres serving the North County and 

589 acres serving the South Coast. Of these assets, 

approximately 715 acres within 33 properties are public 

parkland, providing recreation facilities on land open 

and accessible to the public with no fees for parking or 

entry. Of this public parkland, County Parks provides 82 

acres in 19 neighborhood parks, 406 acres in eight 

community parks, 134 acres in one regional park, and 

731 acres in seven beach parks. Public parkland 

provides both active and passive recreation depending 

on the park type and location, including sports fields 

and courts, playgrounds, BBQ and picnic areas, 

restrooms, and trails. County Parks also maintains 

1,387 acres of public open space, including several 

properties with open access to public trails and walking 

paths such as Orcutt Hills Trail System in the Santa Maria Valley and San Marcos Foothill Preserve in the South Coast.  

In addition, County Parks owns and operates the 27-acre Jalama Beach County Park in the Lompoc Valley, which provides 

fee-based access to a popular coastal campground and day-use facilities. County Parks also operates recreation facilities 

within the federally-owned Cachuma Lake Recreation Area, which provides fee-based lakefront camping, a general store, a 

gas station, boat rentals, a playground, and a disc golf course on over 9,500 acres surrounding Lake Cachuma in the Santa 

Ynez Valley.  

As depicted in Table 3- 3 and Figure 3-9, County Parks provides parks, trails, and open spaces in all five recreation planning 

areas, including the greatest area (1,895 acres) in the Santa Maria Valley; however, this total acreage is provided by only 13 

properties and a majority (91 percent) is provided as open space with limited access and recreational amenities, including 

Point Sal and Rancho Guadalupe Dunes County Parks. In its dual role to conserve land for both outdoor recreation and resource 

protection, these open spaces are valuable assets for County Parks, but they do not provide public parkland, including 

­lh­l_±t¢  q_ht}t±tl® _ j _hhl®®tgt}t±ºù ±¢ ±sl ®_~l jlr­ll _® ¢±sl­ ª­¢ªl­±tl® ®²hs _® V_}}l­ I_­|ù ¸sths t® *¢² ±º I_­|®Ě ¢nly 

regional park, in Santa Maria Valley. 

Figure 3-8. County-Owned Parks by Type 

 
Note: Cachuma Lake Recreation Area is owned by the federal 

government and operated by County Parks 
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Table 3-3. Summary of All County Parks Properties 

Park Type Acres Total No. 

Beach 731.2 7 

Community 406.1 8 

Neighborhood 81.6 19 

Regional 134.2 1 

Open Space 1,387.3 18 

Total 2,740.3 53 

Note:  Beach parks owned by the County include Jalama Beach County Park 

Campground, which provides fee-based reservations for overnight stay and day-use 

access. 

Table 3-4. Summary of Only County Parks 

Properties Providing Public Parkland 

Park Type Acres Total No. 

Beach 93.2 5 

Community 406.1 8 

Neighborhood 81.6 19 

Regional 134.2 1 

Total 715.0 33 

  

Figure 3-9. County-Owned Parks & Open Space by 

Recreation Planning Area (Acres) 
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Figure 3-10. County-Owned Public Parkland by Recreation 

Planning Area (Acres) 
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When evaluating only the public parkland provided by County 

Parks that meets the diverse recreational needs of communities, 

the distribution of public parks is quite different. County Parks 

provides 715 acres of public parkland countywide within 33 

parks (Table 3-4 and Figure 3-10). Approximately 44 percent 

(317 acres) of this public parkland is provided on the South Coast 

within 18 parks. The Santa Maria Valley has 6 County Parks 

properties providing 169 acres of public parkland.  

The complete inventory of County Parks properties is provided 

below (Table 3-5) and includes the park location, type, size, and 

approximate total of key recreation facilities currently provided, 

including sports courts and fields, public pools, community 

centers and gymnasiums, skate and bike parks, dog parks, and 

disc golf. While additional types of facilities (i.e., playgrounds, 

picnic areas, trails) are included and considered in the 

Recreation Master Plan, these key facilities are estimated in 

response to public input that indicates a strong need and 

preference for these types of facilities in the planning process. 

Profiles of several selected County parks are provided 

subsequently. 

  

 
County Parks provides a range of recreation facilities, 

including ballfields used by youth sports leagues. Photo: 

County Parks 

 

 
County Parks protects wilderness and the coastline, which 

®²ªª¢­±® ±sl h¢² ±ºĚ®  _±²­_} ­l®¢²­hl® _ j ·t®t±_±t¢ ø Is¢±¢ú 

CaliforniaBeaches.com 
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Table 3-5. County Parks Properties by Recreation Planning Area, Park Type, and Key Facilities 

Park Location, Type, 

and Name 
Acres 
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Cuyama Valley 
              

Neighborhood Parks 
              

Richardson County Park 15.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 15.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lompoc Valley 
              

Beach Parks               

Jalama Beach County 

Park 

26.6 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ocean Beach Park 38.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Community Parks               

Miguelito County Park 5.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Santa Rosa Park 24.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Neighborhood Parks               

Falcon Open Space Park 0.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Vandenberg Hills Little 

League Fields 

7.5 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 103.7 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Santa Maria Valley 
              

Beach Parks               

Rancho Guadalupe 

Dunes County Park 

614.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Community Parks               
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Orcutt Community Park 25.6 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Neighborhood Parks               

Cobblestone Open 

Space 

3.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Domino Open Space 1.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lee West Open Space 1.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Space               

Orcutt Hills Trails East 51.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Orcutt Hills Trails West 256.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Point Sal 44.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Point Sal Preserve 759.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rice Ranch Open Space 0.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Stonebrook Open Space 3.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Regional Parks               

Waller Park 134.2 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 

Total 1,894.9 4 2 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 2 1 

Santa Ynez Valley 
              

Community Parks               

Los Alamos Park 49.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Nojoqui Falls County 

Park 

83.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Neighborhood Parks               

Santa Ynez Park 3.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 136.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Park Location, Type, 

and Name 
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South Coast 
              

Beach Parks               

Arroyo Burro Beach 

County Park 

6.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Goleta Beach County 

Park 

33.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rincon Beach Park 11.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Community Parks               

Rocky Nook Park 17.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Toro Canyon Park 88.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tuckers Grove Park 111.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Neighborhood Parks               

Blueberry Hill 

Neighborhood Park 

2.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Calle Barquero Open 

Space 

2.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Kellogg Open Space 8.4 0 0 0 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lookout Park 6.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Manning Park 11.8 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Ocean View Park 3.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Oceanview Park 8.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pelican Park 1.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rhoads Neighborhood 

Park 

1.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Rhoads Open Space 0.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sea Lookout Park 1.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Walter Capps Park 2.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Space               

Hammond's Meadow 5.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lassen Open Space 2.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

More Mesa Open Space 36.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Patterson Open Space 3.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

San Marcos Foothills 

Preserve 

200.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Summerland Greenwell 

Preserve 

1.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tabano Hollow Open 

Space 

1.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Tarragona Open Space 3.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Teardrop Open Space 0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Thunderbird Open 

Space 

0.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Town & Country Open 

Space 

6.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

University Circle Open 

Space 

11.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 589.5 1 0 0 4 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 

Total County Parks 2,740.3 8 2 0 4 5 1 2 2 1 0 0 5 1 
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Goleta Beach County Park 
Region South Coast 

 

Size 33.1 acres 

Park Type Beach 

Goleta Beach County Park provides coastal access and 

recreational facilities in the Eastern Goleta Valley at the mouth 

of the Goleta Slough. Visitors are served by a full- service 

restaurant and recreational fishing pier. The park has BBQ areas 

that can accommodate 25 to 210 people. There are numerous 

picnic tables and benches, as well as restrooms, a playground, 

and horseshoe areas. The Obern Trail, a multi- use trail that is 

popular with cyclists, runs through the park to connect the 

University of California, Santa Barbara to the Goleta Valley and 

the City of Santa Barbara. 

Jalama Beach County Park & Campground  
Region Lompoc Valley 

 

Size 26.6 acres 

Park Type Beach 

Jalama Beach County Park provides a popular coastal 

campground and beach access. The campground has two group 

camping areas, tent and RV camping, and cabins available for 

rent. Campers and day-use visitors can enjoy horseshoes, a 

playground, a basketball court, restrooms, BBQ areas, picnic 

tables, and benches. There are also multi- use trails around the 

park that provide beach access and ocean views. Visitors can 

also use showers, a dishwashing station, and eat and shop at 

the Jalama Store. Day- use and campground fees are charged for 

all visitors. 
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Lookout Park  
Region South Coast 

 

Size 6.6 acres 

Park Type Neighborhood 

Lookout Park in Summerland features two reservable group BBQ 

areas that can accommodate 25 people each. There are also 

picnic tables and benches, a horseshoe area, a playground, a 

restroom, a trail, and an outdoor volleyball court. The trails 

provide beach access to a popular bird watching and surfing 

spot at Summerland Beach. 

Los Alamos Park 
Region Santa Ynez Valley 

 

Size 49.9 acres 

Park Type Community 

Los Alamos County Park is located south of the community of 

Los Alamos. Three reservable BBQ areas can accommodate 50 to 

125 people. Multi- use trails throughout the park connect to open 

spaces, as well as picnic tables, horseshoe areas, a playground, 

and a restroom. 
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Manning Park  
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 11.8 acres 

Park Type Neighborhood 

Manning Park in Montecito provides six reservable BBQ areas 

that can accommodate 40 to 310 people. Multi- use trails 

throughout the park connect open spaces, as well as picnic 

tables, one baseball/softball field, one tennis court, picnic 

tables, a playground, restrooms, and a horseshoe area.   

Miguelito County Park  
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 5.4 acres 

Park Type Community 

Miguelito County Park is located 3 miles south of Lompoc. The 

park has two reservable BBQ areas that each accommodate up 

to 60 people. Visitors can use the playground, horseshoe area, 

picnic tables, and restrooms. Trails at the park are popular for 

equestrians and dog walkers. 
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Nojoqui Falls County Park  
Region Santa Ynez Valley 

 

Size 83.5 acres 

Park Type Community 

Nojoqui Falls County Park provides a short hiking trail to Nojoqui 

Falls, as well as other trails that connect to the Santa Ynez 

Valley. The park has four reservable BBQ areas that can 

accommodate 100 to 350 people. Visitors can enjoy open space, 

a playground, picnic tables, and restrooms at the park. 

Ocean Beach Park 
Region Lompoc Valley 

 

Size 38.9 acres 

Park Type Beach 

Ocean Beach Park is located 13 miles west of Lompoc. The park 

features BBQ areas, picnic tables and benches, a playground, 

restrooms, and trails with ocean views that run parallel to the 

shore and down to Surf Beach. Beach access is closed to the 

public from March 1 through September 30 each year due to the 

snowy plover nesting season. 
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Ocean View Park 
Region South Coast 

 

Size 3.2 acres 

Park Type Neighborhood 

Oceanview Park is located at the eastern end of Summerland 

and features benches and picnic tables, BBQ areas, and a 

walking path. Most of the park is made up of a large, open 

grassy area that overlooks the ocean. 

Orcutt Community Park  
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 25.6 acres 

Park Type Community 

Orcutt Community Park is located on the south side of Orcutt. 

This park provides two baseball fields and two soccer fields to 

support active sports, as well as a playground. An off- leash dog 

recreation area is fenced within 2.5 acres, providing dedicated 

areas for small and large dogs, plus amenities such as dog water 

fountains and seating areas. Amenities for gatherings include 

BBQs, picnic tables, restrooms, and group picnic areas. Orcutt 

Community Park contains trailheads to the Orcutt Hills, which 

provide hiking trails to local and regional networks in Santa 

Maria Valley. 
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Rancho Guadalupe Dunes County Park 
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 614.9 acres 

Park Type Beach 

Guadalupe Dunes County Park is located on the western edge of 

Guadalupe. This park is known for its miles of pristine dunes 

along the shore. Popular activities include fishing, bird watching, 

and whale watching. There is a trail around the parking lot at 

the beach. There are also picnic tables and restrooms available. 

Park access is restricted during the snowy plover nesting season 

from March 1 to October 1 each year. 

Richardson County Park 
Region Cuyama Valley 

 

Size 15.7 acres 

Park Type Neighborhood 

Richardson County Park is located in New Cuyama, abutting 

parkland managed by the CVRD. The park includes BBQ grills, 

picnic tables, group picnic areas, hiking trails, a playground, and 

restrooms. Joseph Centeno Cuyama Aquatics Complex is also 

located within the park. The part of the park managed by the 

CVRD includes two baseball/softball fields and a soccer field. 
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Rincon Beach Park 
Region South Coast 

 

Size 11.6 acres 

Park Type Beach 

Rincon Beach Park is located south of Carpinteria on the coast. 

This public park provides beach access, picnic tables, restrooms, 

and BBQ areas, including one reservable area with capacity for 

80 people. The park provides a walking trail that runs parallel to 

the coast. 

Rocky Nook Park  
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 17 acres 

Park Type Community 

Rocky Nook Park is in Santa Barbara. The park has one 

reservable BBQ area that can accommodate up to 50 people. 

The park offers shaded picnic areas, short trails, and large 

sandstone boulders for kids to climb. Trails at the park are 

popular for equestrians and dog walkers. Amenities at Rocky 

Nook include a horseshoe area, a playground, and restrooms. 
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Santa Ynez Park 
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 3.2 acres 

Park Type Neighborhood 

Santa Ynez Park in the community of Santa Ynez has two 

reservable BBQ areas that can accommodate up to 100 people 

each, and a reservable indoor kitchen. The park has restrooms, a 

playground, picnic tables and benches, and an outdoor volleyball 

court. 

Tuckers Grove County Park 
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 111.4 acres 

Park Type Community 

Tuckers Grove Park is in Eastern Goleta Valley between Santa 

Barbara and Goleta. One of the most popular attractions at the 

park is its large off- leash dog park. The park has eight 

reservable BBQ areas that can accommodate 25 to 400 people. 

Visitors can enjoy large grassy open spaces, horseshoe areas, 

playgrounds, and restrooms. Trails at the park are popular for 

equestrians, dog walkers, and mountain bikers. 



3-34 Chapter  3.0: Existing Parks and Trails  

 

 

Waller Park  
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 134.2acres 

Park Type Regional 

Waller Park in Orcutt provides 11 reservable group picnic areas 

that can accommodate 16 to 310 people, as well as benches, 

picnic tables, and BBQ areas. There are trails throughout the 

park, a 27-hole disc golf course, and several areas with 

restrooms and playgrounds. A large duck pond is in the center of 

the park, surrounded by benches and grassy open space. 

Adjacent to the park, the City of Santa Maria provides four 

baseball/softball fields and six pickleball courts within the 

Hagerman Sports Complex. There is also a large off- leash dog 

park called Woof P.A.C. Park within Waller Park. 

3.5.  ÂċƖťШċŰĬШÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣƚШÂċƖťƚШѼШ§ƓĲŰШÉƓċĦĲƚ 

In addition to County Parks, the unincorporated area of Santa Barbara County is served by public parks provided by special 

districts. The Cuyama Valley Recreation and Park District (CVRD) is an independent special- use district created in 1958 to 

provide park and recreation services for over 500 residents in the Cuyama Valley. CVRD owns and operates two properties 

providing 13.6 acres of public recreation facilities, including a portion of Richardson Park and the Montgomery Hall Community 

Center in New Cuyama (Table 3-6). 

Table 3-6. CVRD Properties by Recreation Planning Area, Park Type, and Key Facilities 

Park Location, Type, 

and Name 
Acres 

B
a

s
e

b
a
ll

- S
o

ft
b

a
ll 

F
ie

ld
s 

S
o

c
c
e

r 

F
ie

ld
s 

F
o

o
tb

a
ll 

F
ie

ld
s 

T
e

n
n

is
 

C
o

u
rt

s 

P
ic

k
le

b
a

ll 
C

o
u

rt
s 

B
a

s
k
e
tb

a
ll 

C
o

u
rt

s 
P

u
b

lic
 

P
o

o
ls

 

C
o

m
m

u

n
it
y
 

C
e

n
te

rs
 

P
u

b
lic

 

G
y
m

n
a

s
i

u
m

s 
S

k
a

te
 

P
a

rk
s 

B
ik

e
/P

u

m
p

 

T
ra

c
k
s 

D
o

g
 

P
a

rk
s
 

O
ff

 

L
e

a
s
h 

D
is

c
 G

o
lf 

Cuyama Valley 
              

Neighborhood Parks               
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CVRD Richardson Park 13.1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other Facilities               

Montgomery Hall 

Building 

0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Total CVRD 13.6 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

The Isla Vista Recreation and Parks District (IVRPD) was established in 1972 to provide spaces and programs for recreation, 

social interaction, and cultural events. IVRPD owns and operates 18 properties providing 50.1 acres of public recreation 

facilities, including 16.5 acres of public parkland and 33.3 acres of public open space, as well as the IVRPD office (Table 3-7). 

Table 3-7. IVRPD Properties by Recreation Planning Area, Park Type, and Key Facilities 
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South Coast 
              

Community Parks               

Embarcadero Park 4.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Neighborhood Parks               

Camino Pescadero Park 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Estero Park & Tipi 

Village 

6.8 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Gaffney Park 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Greek Park 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Kid's Trail Park 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Park Location, Type, 

and Name 
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Little Acorn Park 0.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pardall Gardens 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sueno Orchard 0.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Sueno Park 0.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Trigo Pasado Park 0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Space               

Camino Corto Open 

Space 

21.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Del Sol Vernal Pool 

Reserve 

11.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pocket Parks               

Childrens Park 0.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rottapel Park 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Window to the Sea Park 0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other Facilities               

Isla Vista Recreation 

and Park District Office 

0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total IVRPD 50.1 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

 

 

  





 

 

Recreation Needs 
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4.0.  ÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШ ĲĲĬƚШ ƚƚĲƚƚůĲŰƣ 
To understand what types of parks, recreation, and trails are needed in Santa Barbara County, an assessment of how and 

where the existing public parks and trails are either meeting or not meeting local demands must be prepared. The County 

conducted a recreation needs assessment by combining several indicators for each recreation planning area and Santa 

Barbara County as a whole. Because of the size, scale, and diversity of Santa Barbara County, this assessment considers 

several types of indicators, both qualitative and quantitative, to give a broad perspective of the recreation level of service 

provided countywide now and in the future. As described below, each indicator provides insight into unmet needs to inform 

the recommendations and actions of the Recreation Master Plan. (see also Chapter 5.0, A Plan for Parks, Recreation, and 

Trails, below). 

4.1.  ÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШ ĲĲĬƚШfŰĬŔĦċƣŸƖƚ 

Indicators are like gauges on a dashboard. They inform decision-making but do 

not make those decisions. Rather, decisions are made using the information the 

dashboard provides. Accordingly, County Parks conducted a Recreation Needs 

Indicator Study using the following strategically selected indicators to help ensure 

that the recommendations developed in the Recreation Master Plan are timely, 

relevant, reliable, and comprehensive. The indicators are considered together with 

input received through public feedback to help guide County Parks, its partner 

agencies, and the public toward recreation projects that meet evolving needs over 

time. The results of the study are integrated with the recreation needs assessment 

below. 

4.2.  ÂƨĤũŔĦШÂċƖťШ ĲĲĬƚШ ƚƚĲƚƚůĲŰƣ 

The County analyzed the existing parks to determine the existing and future Public Park Level of Service (LOS) in Santa Barbara 

County and within each of the five recreation planning areas. Public Park LOS indicators evaluate how parks serve the 

community. Since the Recreation Master Plan considers regional recreation needs within 5 recreation planning areas that 

comprise cities and surrounding unincorporated communities, the Recreation Master Plan considers how local parks compare 

to similar regions in the nation. Public Park LOS indicators can also be compared to benchmarks set by similar agencies. 

Benchmarks are published by the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) in its Agency Performance Review. These 

indicators establish current conditions and direct future planning efforts toward recommended LOS targets. A summary of the 

Recreation LOS metrics used to indicate needs is provided below. 

 

What are indicators?  

Like gauges on a dashboard, 

indicators are data that inform 

decision-making but do not 

make decision for us. Instead of 

picking the destination, they 

point us in the right direction. 



4-2 Chapter  4.0: Recreation Needs Assessment  

 

 

Indicator No. 1. Parkland LOS Ē Acres of Public Parks per 1,000 people 

This indicator compares how much public parkland is available to a population. A low number could indicate overcrowding 

and conflicting demands for the available facilities.  

The County's adopted standard is 4.7 acres of public parkland per 1,000 people, and the Recreation Master Plan recognizes 

this policy standard for unincorporated areas. This long-standing metric in the County was based on a 1978 needs assessment 

conducted for the 1980 Land Use Element and has been used for park planning for over four decades. Even though this standard 

is outdated, it still outperforms the current Parkland LOS for the State of California, which, as of 2020, provides only 3.7 acres 

of parks per 1,000 people (Appendix D). 

To understand current metrics and benchmarks for park planning, County Parks compared M_ ±_ )_­g_­_ *¢² ±ºĚ® l¹t®±t r 

Parkland LOS to the national average as a benchmarkù g_®lj ¢  ±sl ?LI!Ě® ÊÈÊË !  ²_} Il­q¢­~_ hl Ll·tl¸ Llª¢­±, as well 

as comparing the recreation planning areas to national benchmarks for similar regions. As of 2023, the typical park and 

recreation agency manages 10.8 acres of parkland per 1,000 people in its jurisdiction. However, the amount of parkland per 

1,000 people varies according to the population of the area served by the agency; these form the Parkland LOS goals for the 

Recreation Master Plan (Table 4-1). 

Table 4-1. Recommended Goals for Parkland LOS based on Regional Population 

Total Regional Population Park Acres per 1,000 people 

Less than 20,000 13 

20,000-49,999 11.3 

50,000-99,999 11.2 

100,000-250,000 8.9 

>250,000 10.1 

National Average 10.8 

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D 

Currently, Santa Barbara County provides 4.9 acres of parkland per 1,000 people, exceeding the County's adopted standard 

but falling significantly short of typical parks and recreation agencies nationally (Table 4-2). Currently, Santa Maria Valley is 

the only recreation planning area that falls short of meeting the County's adopted standard, with 3.5 acres of parkland per 

1,000 people.  
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Table 4-2. Existing Parkland LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2025) 

Recreation Planning Area Goal for Parkland LOS  Existing Parkland LOS 
Additional Acres Needed to 

Reach Goal Parkland LOS 

Cuyama Valley 13 48.2 0 

Lompoc Valley 11.2 7.1 225 

Santa Maria Valley 8.9 3.5 797 

Santa Ynez Valley 13 11.1 37 

South Coast 8.9 5.0 803 

Countywide 10.8 4.9 2,669 

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D 

Note: Bold indicates need for additional public parkland acres 

With population growth through 2050 to approximately 510,000 residents and no change to the current amount of public 

parkland, Santa Barbara County would provide only 4.3 acres of parkland per 1,000 people, which indicates approximately 

254 additional acres of parkland are needed at a minimum to maintain the County's adopted standard in 2050. By 2050, only 

Cuyama Valley will have enough parkland to achieve the Parkland LOS goals. Further, Lompoc Valley and Santa Maria Valley 

would not achieve the County's adopted standard. To achieve the Recreation Master Plan's Parkland LOS goals for each region, 

the county needs over 3,300 additional acres of public parkland over the next 20 to 30 years (Table 4-3). 

Table 4-3. Future Parkland LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2050) 

Recreation Planning Area Goal for Parkland LOS  Future Parkland LOS 
Additional Acres Needed to 

Reach Goal Parkland LOS 

Cuyama Valley 13 44.4 0 

Lompoc Valley 11.2 6.3 306 

Santa Maria Valley 8.9 3.0 996 

Santa Ynez Valley 13 9.9 65 

South Coast 8.9 4.7 929 

Countywide 10.8 4.3 3,312 

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D 

Note: Bold indicates need for additional public parkland acres 
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Indicator No. 2. Park Count LOS -  Total People per Public Park 

This indicator compares the total number of parks serving a population. A high number could indicate overcrowding and 

conflicting demands for available facilities.  

As of 2023, the typical park and recreation agency serves 2,287 people per public park (Appendix D). However, the number of 

people served per park varies according to the population of the area served by the agency; these form the Park Count LOS 

goals for the Recreation Master Plan (Table 4-4). 

Table 4-4. Recommended Goals for Park County LOS based on Regional Population 

Total Population 
Maximum People per 

Public Park 

Less than 20,000 1,225 

20,000-49,999 2,014 

50,000-99,999 2,240 

100,000-250,000 3,240 

>250,000 5,791 

National Average 2,287 

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D 

Currently, Santa Barbara County serves an average of 2,648 people per park, exceeding typical parks and recreation agencies 

nationally and indicating that the county needs at least 27 additional parks (Table 4-5). Santa Maria Valley and Lompoc 

Valley currently exceed the Park Count LOS goals by population size.  
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Table 4-5. Existing Park Count LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2025) 

Recreation Planning Area Goal for Park Count LOS Existing Park Count LOS 
Additional Parks Needed to 

Reach Park Count LOS Goal 

Cuyama Valley 1,225 298 0 

Lompoc Valley 2,240 2,885 6 

Santa Maria Valley 3,240 3,263 1 

Santa Ynez Valley 2,041 1,596 0 

South Coast 2,340 2,267 0 

Countywide 2,287 2,648 27 

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D 

Note: Bold indicates need for additional parks 

With population growth through 2050, Santa Barbara County would serve 2,998 people per park, which indicates 

approximately 53 additional parks are needed to achieve the Recreation Master Plan's goals by 2050 (Table 4-6). By 2050, 

only Cuyama Valley and Santa Ynez Valley would have enough parks to achieve the Park Count LOS goal, and Lompoc Valley, 

Santa Maria Valley, and the South Coast would not achieve the Park Count LOS goal. 

Table 4-6. Future Park Count LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2050) 

Recreation Planning Area Goal for Park Count LOS Future Park Count LOS 
Additional Parks Needed to 

Reach Park Count LOS Goal 

Cuyama Valley 1,225 324 0 

Lompoc Valley 2,240 3,267 9 

Santa Maria Valley 3,240 3,758 8 

Santa Ynez Valley 2,041 1,777 0 

South Coast 2,340 2,420 4 

Countywide 2,287 2,998 53 

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D 

Note: Bold indicates need for additional parks 
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Indicator No. 3. Key Facility LOS Ē Total People per Recreation Facility Type 

This indicator evaluates whether parks provide enough key recreation facilities to serve demand. A high number could 

indicate overcrowding. This evaluation could also indicate missing facilities.  

The number of people served per key facility varies by facility type based on national averages; these form the Key Facility 

LOS goals for the Recreation Master Plan (Table 4-7). 

Table 4-7. Recommended Goals for Key Facility LOS 

Key Recreation Facilities Maximum Population per Facility  

Baseball-Softball Fields 6,339 

Soccer Fields 11,541 

Football/Multi -Sport Fields 90,017 

Tennis Courts*  9,576 

Pickleball Courts*  15,520 

Basketball Courts 7,896 

Skate Parks 75,014 

Bike/Pump Tracks 90,017 

Dog Parks Off Leash 40,917 

Disc Golf 56,261 

Playgrounds 3,659 

Public Pools 50,009 

Community Centers 22,504 

Public Gymnasiums 112,521 

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D 

* May be combined in one facility designed for both pickleball and tennis 

Currently, Santa Barbara County needs soccer and multi- sport fields, tennis and pickleball courts, basketball courts, skate 

parks, public pools and aquatic facilities, and public gymnasiums (Table 4-8). 
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Table 4-8. Existing Key Facility LOS Countywide (2025) 

Key Recreation Facilities 
Total Facilities 

Countywide 

Population Per 

Facility 

Goal for Key 

Facility LOS 

Additional 

Facilities Needed 

to Reach Key 

Facility LOS Goal 

Baseball-Softball Fields 71 6,339 6,863 0 

Soccer Fields 39 11,541 7,228 24 

Football/Multi -Sport Fields 5 90,017 9,177 45 

Tennis Courts 43 10,467 5,860 30 

Pickleball Courts 31 14,519 13,922 4 

Basketball Courts 57 7,896 7,404 4 

Skate Parks 6 75,014 53,114 3 

Bike/Pump Tracks 5 90,017 1,205,270 0 

Dog Parks Off Leash 11 40,917 43,532 0 

Disc Golf 8 56,261 69,355 0 

Playgrounds 123 3,659 3,759 0 

Public Pools 8 56,261 38,635 3 

Community Centers 20 22,504 29,494 0 

Public Gymnasiums 4 112,521 31,215 11 

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D 

Note: Bold indicates need for additional  key recreation facilities 

By 2050, Santa Barbara County will also need baseball/softball fields, off- leash dog parks, and playgrounds. These needs are 

most severe in Santa Ynez Valley, Lompoc Valley, and Santa Maria Valley, although all regions will require different facilities 

to meet future needs (Table 4-9). 
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Table 4-9. Future Key Facility LOS Countywide (2050) 

Key Recreation Facilities 
Total Facilities 

Countywide 

Population Per 

Facility 

Goal for Key 

Facility LOS 

Additional 

Facilities Needed 

to Reach Key 

Facility LOS Goal 

Baseball-Softball Fields 71 7,179 6,863 4 

Soccer Fields 39 13,069 7,228 32 

Football/Multi -Sport Fields 5 101,939 9,177 51 

Tennis Courts 43 10,845 5,860 40 

Pickleball Courts 31 17,576 13,922 8 

Basketball Courts 57 8,942 7,404 12 

Skate Parks 6 84,950 53,114 4 

Bike/Pump Tracks 5 101,939 1,205,270 0 

Dog Parks Off Leash 11 46,336 43,532 1 

Disc Golf 8 63,712 69,355 0 

Playgrounds 123 4,144 3,759 13 

Public Pools 8 56,633 38,635 5 

Community Centers 20 25,485 29,494 0 

Public Gymnasiums 4 127,424 31,215 13 

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D 

Note: Bold indicates need for additional key recreation facilities 
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Maintaining Recreation Facilities  

M_ ±_ )_­g_­_ *¢² ±ºĚ® ª_­|® ®º®±l~ q_hl® ªl­®t®±l ± _ j r­¢¸t r  llj® ­l}_±lj ±¢ ±sl ~_t ±l _ hlù ­lª_t­ù _ j 

modernization of its existing facilities. Many parks are aging and require ongoing investment to address deferred maintenance 

issues such as deteriorating infrastructure, outdated amenities, and safety upgrades. Common needs include repairing or 

replacing roofs, restrooms, playgrounds, irrigation systems, and pavement, as well as improving accessibility and energy 

efficiency. Despite efforts to pri¢­t±t¿l _ j q² j h­t±th_} ª­¢zlh±®ù _ ®tr tqth_ ± ª¢­±t¢  ¢q ±sl ®º®±l~Ě® h_ªt±_}  llj® ­l~_t ® 

unfunded, creating a backlog that impacts service quality and user experience. These challenges underscore the importance 

of long- term capital planning, sustainable funding strategies, and community engagement to ensure that parks remain safe, 

functional, and welcoming for all residents. 

4.3.  ÂċƖťШ ĦĦĲƚƚŔĤŔũŔƣǃШѼШ ƻċŔũċĤŔũŔƣǃШ ĲĲĬƚШ ƚƚĲƚƚůĲŰƣ 

In addition to considering whether the county is served by enough parks, recreation planning must consider whether the 

location of parks supports high levels of public access and availability to all user groups. Parks located far from neighborhoods, 

or accessible only via roadways without sidewalks, bikeways, or other active transportation mode, may not be safely 

accessible to children, seniors, and others with limited access to access to a personal vehicle. As a goal of the Recreation 

Master Plan is to ensure access to parks for all, the Recreation Indicators Study also evaluated the accessibility of parks in the 

county, including how feasible walking to parks is in each recreation planning area and whether parks are accessible via active 

transportation such as bicycles and public transportation, as summarized below. 

Indicator No. 4. Neighborhood Access LOS -  Average Population within walking distance of a public park  

This indicator compares the walkability of each recreation planning area by estimating the average number of people who 

live within 1/4 mile of a park, which is a reasonable distance to walk and takes about 15 minutes. A higher number indicates 

that parks are generally located close to where people live and are more walkable. A lower number indicates that more 

parks are needed closer to where people live.  
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Table 4-10. Average Population within ¼ mile of a Public Park by Recreation Planning Area 

 

The most walkable region is the South Coast, where an average of 2,094 people live within 1/4 mile of a park. The least 

walkable regions are the Cuyama Valley, where no one lives within 1/4 mile of a park, and the Santa Ynez Valley, where an 

average of 311 people live near a park. A priority should be placed on citing new parks near existing and future neighborhoods 

to ensure walkability and accessibility in these regions and reduce the need for vehicle trips and travel time to reach recreation 

(Table 4-10). 

Indicator No. 5. Active Transportation LOS -  Active transportation access to a public park  

This indicator assesses each recreation planning area based on how parks serve active transportation facilities, including 

sidewalks, bike lanes or paths, or public transportation such as transit stops and high-quality transit corridors (HQTC). This 

evaluation aligns with the Active Transportation Plan prepared by the County in coordination with SBCAG. This assessment 

helps indicate where improvements to transportation infrastructure could help park visitors use non-vehicular modes to 

reach recreation.  
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Table 4-11. Total Parks with Access to Active Transportation Modes by Recreation Planning Area 

 

The South Coast has the most parks with sidewalks and bicycle connections to surrounding communities. The South Coast also 

has the most parks within an HQTC or near transit stops. Cuyama Valley and Santa Ynez Valley have the fewest parks with 

sidewalks or bicycle connections, and no major public transportation serves the parks. Consistent with the Active 

Transportation Plan, a priority should be placed on extending sidewalks, walking paths, bicycle lanes and paths, and transit 

services to serve existing and future parks, particularly regional and community parks that host competitive sports and after-

school programs (Table 4-11). 

4.4.  ÑƖċŔũШ ĲĲĬƚШ ƚƚĲƚƚůĲŰƣ 

County Parks analyzed the existing trails to determine the existing and future Trail LOS in Santa Barbara County and within 

each of the five recreation planning areas. Trail LOS indicators evaluate how trails serve the community. The Recreation Master 

Plan considers the total miles of local trails (i.e., non- federal and non-state) relative to population countywide and in each 

recreation planning area. Local metrics are used for trail needs assessment since national benchmarks for similar trail metrics 

are not currently available, and trail conditions vary widely depending on local conditions and jurisdictional boundaries. These 
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local metrics establish current conditions to inform trail planning, including drawing attention to underserved communities. A 

summary of the Trail LOS metrics used to indicate needs is provided below. 

Indicator No. 6. Trail LOS Ē Miles of trails per 1,000 people 

This indicator compares how many miles of trails are available to a population. A low number could indicate overcrowding 

and conflicting demands for the available facilities. When considering existing Trail LOS in the five recreation planning areas 

only, Santa Barbara County provides an average of 2.2 miles of trails per 1,000 people and a median of 0.9 miles of trails per 

1,000 people. The Recreation Master Plan uses this range to help identify the areas of the county most in need of additional 

trails and provide an aspirational target for planning purposes. 

Figure 4-1. Trail LOS Range Based on Existing Local Trail Conditions in Recreation Planning Areas 

 

Source: See Section 3.2, Public Trails; Appendix D 

Based on these indicators, Santa Barbara County would benefit from at least 90 more miles of trails, primarily in Lompoc 

Valley and Santa Maria Valley, to create similar trail conditions in all recreation planning areas. However, to achieve the goal 

of 2.2 miles of trails per 1,000 people, Santa Barbara County needs over 670 additional miles within the five recreation planning 

areas (Table 4-12). This need may be offset with trails provided in accessible areas within federal lands, such as the front-

country of Los Padres National Forest within the South Coast. 

Aspirational target: 2.2 trail miles per 1,000 people 
(average)

Minimum target: 0.9 trail miles per 1,000 people 
(median)
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Table 4-12. Existing Trail LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2025) 

Recreation Planning Area Goal for Trail LOS Existing Trail LOS 
Additional Trail Miles Needed to 

Reach Trail LOS Goal 

Cuyama Valley 2.2 6.2 0 

Lompoc Valley 2.2 0.1 115 

Santa Maria Valley 2.2 0.3 273 

Santa Ynez Valley 2.2 3.4 0 

South Coast 2.2 0.9 272 

Countywide 2.2 0.7 677 

See Section 3.2, Public Trails; Appendix D 

Note: Bold indicates need for additional key recreation facilities 

To maintain this Trail LOS by 2050, at least 51 additional  miles of trails would be needed for a total of 141 more miles of trails, 

including on the South Coast. However, to achieve the goal of 2.2 miles of trails per 1,000 people by 2050, Santa Barbara 

County needs over 670 additional miles within the five recreation planning areas (Table 4- 13). While these needs are most 

apparent in Lompoc Valley, Santa Maria Valley, and the South Coast, trails are the most popular form of recreation countywide, 

and all regions, including Santa Ynez Valley and Cuyama Valley, would benefit from more trails (see Section 4.5, Recreation 

Facility Needs Indicated by the Recreation Survey Results). 

Table 4-13. Future Trail LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2050) 

Recreation Planning Area Goal for Trail LOS Future Trail LOS 
Additional Trail Miles Needed to 

Reach Trail LOS Goal 

Cuyama Valley 2.2 5.7 0 

Lompoc Valley 2.2 0.1 131 

Santa Maria Valley 2.2 0.3 321 

Santa Ynez Valley 2.2 3.1 0 

South Coast 2.2 0.8 303 

Countywide 2.2 0.6 806 

Source: Appendix D 

Note: Bold indicates need for additional key recreation facilities 



4-14 Chapter  4.0: Recreation Needs Assessment  

 

 

4.5.  ÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШ[ċĦŔũŔƣǃШ ĲĲĬƚШfŰĬŔĦċƣĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШÉƨƖƻĲǃШÅĲƚƨũƣƚШ 

The Recreation Surveys (Appendix A) indicate a wide range of needs for specific recreation facilities in the county. Requests 

for more facilities with improved access and maintenance range from public trails to campgrounds to sports fields and courts, 

and aquatic facilities with cooling features. A strong theme heard through the community outreach conducted for the 

Recreation Master Plan was a need for more local facilities to support youth and adult sports leagues and recreational play 

to reduce the need to leave the county for competitive sports. Additionally, the community reported a strong need for trails to 

serve hikers, mountain bikers, horseback riders, and other non-motorized users, including specialized facilities for specific 

users, such as equestrian-only facilities and bike parks, such as single- track downhill facilities for mountain bikes and BMX 

pump track facilities. While the Recreation Master Plan considers all ideas and suggestions, in summary, the top 10 new and 

improved recreation facilities needed countywide include a balance of higher- intensity recreation facilities, such as sports and 

aquatic complexes, with lower- intensity outdoor recreation, such as campgrounds, trails, and disc golf courses (Figure 4-2). 

Figure 4-2. Top Ten Recreation Facility Needs based on Community Engagement 

 
Appendix A 

Trails for hiking, 
biking, and riding

Sports complexes with 
outdoor fields and 
courts, as well as 

indoor sports facilities, 

Community pools, 
aquatic centers, and 

splash zones

BMX/mountain bike 
parks and skate parks

Soccer fields and 
goals

Tennis & pickleball 
courts

Basketball courts
Baseball/softball 

diamonds

Campgrounds Disc golf courses



Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan  4-15 

 

 

When survey results were analyzed based on recreation planning areas, several of these recreation needs fell within the top 

five for each (Figure 4- 3). Priorities change by location, and unique needs arise in some places, such as volleyball in Santa 

Ynez Valley and creative/interactive playgrounds on the South Coast. Consistently, trails, sports field complexes, and aquatic 

centers were among the most popular needs in all five regions. 

Figure 4-3. Top Five Recreation Facility Needs by Recreation Planning Area 

 

Appendix A 

The Recreation Survey also informed County Parks about key issues to address through park and trail planning, as well as 

facility management and operations. Key opportunities include upgrading or repairing existing playgrounds, restrooms, trash 

cans, and water fountains, providing better turf and weed management, and installing natural playscapes and other 

improvements for children to safely explore outdoors. Additional park rangers could better enforce County Parks rules, and 

additional maintenance staff could provide cleaner and higher-quality park facilities. Many community members desire 

extended park hours, particularly for open recreational swimming in public pools, and lighting for nighttime play and sports 

leagues. A strong desire was expressed for more recreation and sports programs to engage and protect kids ' health and well-
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being, as well as more community events in parks, like music, movies, art, and celebrations or public gatherings. Lastly, the 

community showed support for interagency coordination and public- private partnerships to make building public parks and 

trails more efficient and feasible. 

Through community engagement, County Parks also heard about the needs of specific user groups, including off- leash dog 

recreation, horseback riding and equestrian recreation, and mountain biking. The popularity of these forms of recreation relates 

to Santa Barbara County's history, geography, climate, and culture. Often, these user groups seek out the same locations, 

including trails, beaches, and open space areas. These unique needs and the balance between them are recognized in the 

Recreation Master Plan. 

Santa Barbara County is a pet- friendly place! Through survey 

results and community engagement, County Parks understands 

there is a need for facilities that support off- leash dog recreation 

and equestrian activities and trail riding. Santa Barbara County has 

11 off- leash dog parks, including one off- leash beach in the City of 

Santa Barbara, accessed at Arroyo Burro County Park on the South 

Coast. There are no dedicated off- leash trails in local parks and 

open spaces. Further, several open spaces support horse trail 

riding, including Los Flores Ranch and Ellwood Mesa Open Space, 

as well as beach riding, but there are no public equestrian facilities, 

including barns, stables, arenas, or boarding. There is also only one 

dedicated equestrian trail in the county on the north shore of Lake 

Cachuma, with a trailhead at Live Oak Campground. Additionally, 

Santa Barbara County's terrain supports world- class mountain 

biking, particularly on front- country trails of the South Coast and 

the dirt roads in the Los Padres National Forest, Santa Ynez Valley, 

Cuyama Valley, and Lompoc Valley. However, no mountain bike 

terrain parks or dedicated downhill courses exist in Santa Barbara 

County. While in most cases, County Parks provides multi- use facilities and aims to support public use by all groups, the safety 

and enjoyment of all users is a factor for the Recreation Master Plan. Through community outreach, County Parks heard support 

for recreation that involves dogs, horses, and mountain bikes, though not necessarily together.  

 
Recreation needs are ever- changing, including for our 

h¢~~² t±ºĚ® _ t~_} h¢~ª_ t¢ ®ý Llh­l_±t¢  q¢­ s¢­®l® 

and dogs is a component of the Recreation Master Plan. 

Photo: Lompoc Record 
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4.6.  ÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШ ĲĲĬƚШŉŸƖШEǂŔƚƣŔŰŊШċŰĬШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШÅĲƚŔĬĲŰƣƚ 

Demand for new parks and trails is very high in Santa Barbara County. Public input 

and analysis of countywide recreation needs conducted for the Recreation Master 

Plan indicate that communities seek more extensive and higher quality public trails 

for hiking, active parks that provide sports fields and courts, neighborhood parks in 

underserved areas, aquatic facilities for swimming and cooling, public equestrian 

trails and facilities, campgrounds, coastal access, and mountain bike/BMX trails and 

track parks. Demand is highest in areas that lack equitable access to these 

recreational facilities, such as Eastern Goleta Valley, Mission Hills, Los Olivos, Santa 

Ynez, and many neighborhoods in Orcutt.  

Further, existing parkland may not meet all needs for recreational activities and is 

often not located conveniently to serve all residents equitably, particularly when using 

active transportation modes such as walking, biking, or public transit. For example, 

Eastern Goleta Valley and central Orcutt lack sufficient public parks within reasonable 

walking or biking distance for most residents. Smaller communities commonly 

struggle to provide adequate public parks and trails, including Mission 

Hills/Vandenberg Village in the Lompoc Valley and Los Olivos in the Santa Ynez 

Valley. Similarly, several cities also face challenges. Further, some communities, such 

as those in the Eastern Goleta Valley or Santa Ynez Valley, lack easy access to 

extended rural hiking trails, and residents must drive to more distant trail 

opportunities such as those in Montecito or the Los Padres National Forest.  

Looking ahead to increasing demands for parks and trails, housing is planned in 

unincorporated communities, which would substantially increase the h¢² ±ºĚ® 

population with thousands of new residents not currently addressed in this Recreation 

Needs Assessment. Most new housing is planned for the South Coast, including 

Eastern Goleta Valley, where residents are already underserved by existing parks and 

trails. New residents will result in a substantial increase in the need for new public 

parkland under existing County standards or far greater amounts of new public 

parkland under NRPA national benchmarks. Estimated growth would require at least 

254 acres and up to 3,300 acres of new parkland and at least 141 miles and up to 806 

miles of new public trails to increase outdoor recreation to meet the needs of existing 

and future residents. Osl Llh­l_±t¢  >_®±l­ I}_  ª}_ ® q¢­ ~_ º *¢² ±º I_­|®Ě 

projects to help meet these needs, but County Parks cannot achieve these goals alone. 

 
Multi - sport complexes serve a wide 

range of youth and adult recreation 

needs and support local recreation 

businesses. Photo: Paradise Coast 

 

 
Camping brings visitors of all ages to 

enjoy the outdoors and supports 

economic vitality and low-cost 

overnight accommodations. Photo: KOA 



 

 

Recreation, and 

 

  

Photo: Noozhawk 
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5.0.  ШÂũċŰШŉŸƖШÂċƖťƚЯШÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰЯШċŰĬШÑƖċŔũƚ 
The Recreation Master Plan presents a unique opportunity to 

envision how to improve access to recreation for residents 

throughout the county, particularly in underserved unincorporated 

communities and neighborhoods in the South Coast, Lompoc Valley, 

Santa Maria Valley, Santa Ynez Valley, and Cuyama Valley. As 

described in Chapter 4.0, Recreation Needs Assessment, Santa 

Barbara County has a wide range of recreation needs, including 

additional public parks and trails, as well as funding and 

management of facilities to serve all users. This chapter provides a 

plan to help meet these needs in several ways. First, *¢² ±º I_­|®Ě 

planned parks, trails, and recreation facility projects are described, 

including the conceptual location and range of facilities, as well as 

estimated cost and timing. A summary of known planned recreation 

projects by other agencies, including cities, State Parks, and private 

recreation organizations, is also provided. Each planned project is 

unique and varies in complexity, vision, location, and users served. 

Lastly, the recreational value of these planned projects relative to 

±sl Llh­l_±t¢  >_®±l­ I}_ Ě® Llh­l_±t¢  ?llj® 6 jth_±¢­® is 

estimated to help assess to what degree the Recreation Master Plan 

will be able to meet the countywide needs identified in Chapter 4.0, 

Recreation Needs Assessment. Taken together, this chapter provides 

a roadmap for parks, recreation, and trails planning through 2050.  

5.1.  9ŸƨŰƣǃШÂċƖťƚќШÂũċŰŰĲĬШÂċƖťƚЯШÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰЯШѼШÑƖċŔũƚШÂƖŸŢĲĦƣƚ 

As a County Parks plan, planned parks, recreation, and trail projects lie in the unincorporated area on properties that are either 

already owned by the County or other public agencies or are currently privately owned and would require acquisition as part 

of project development. Some projects are brand-new concepts for existing or future parks developed through the Recreation 

Master Plan process, including community outreach and interagency coordination. Other projects are long-standing concepts 

in the County's community plans and Capital Improvements Plan (CIP), waiting for the right mix of funding, planning, and 

initiative to be realized. Some planned park and trail projects may be wholly feasible as County Parks' efforts, while others 

require partnerships with other agencies, organizations, or private landowners. Some projects are prioritized in the near- term 

 
The Recreation Master Plan is a once in a lifetime 

opportunity to plan for parks and trails to serve all our 

community members, including children, adults, 

disadvantaged communities, and future generations in 

Santa Barbara County. Photo: Newspress 
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(5 to 10 years). Others require a longer planning timeframe (10 to 20 

years). See Chapter 6.0, Pathways to Implementation, for more 

information about project timing and strategies. 

I­¢qt}l® q¢­ *¢² ±º I_­|®Ě planned parks, recreation, and trails 

projects are presented below with a description of the planned 

project, its location (if known), the agencies that would facilitate it,  

its estimated cost to construct, and its estimated timing/priority as 

either a near- term (5 to 10 years) project or a long- term (10 to 20 

years) project. There are nine planned recreation projects that 

County Parks is already undertaking that will benefit from the 

adoption of the Recreation Master Plan. These projects will create 

11.5 acres of new public parkland and 37.8 miles of trails 

countywide. In addition, there are 18 new recreation projects that 

County Parks is planning to undertake to help meet the recreation 

needs identified by the Recreation Master Plan. These projects will 

create 175 acres of new public parkland and 37.5 miles of trails 

countywide. Together, County Parks is planning 27 new public parks 

and trails projects through 2050 to create 186.5 acres of new public 

parkland and 75.2 miles of new and improved public trails (Table 

5- 1).Planned public parks will improve existing facilities and expand campgrounds, community parks, neighborhood parks, 

and open space for outdoor recreation (Figure 5-2). Planned trail projects will increase the mileage of recreational and 

community trails (Figure 5-1). 

An interactive map of existing and planned parks & trails, comprising a countywide blueprint for recreation, a ėLlhI­t ±Ę, is 

available at www.SBCRecPlan.com. 2 Enjoy exploring each potential location and how the project will relate to the recreation 

needs identified countywide and in each recreation planning area, including Santa Maria Valley, Lompoc Valley, Santa Ynez 

Valley, Cuyama Valley, and the South Coast.  

 

 

2 The GIS-based map of parkland properties (i.e., shapefiles) in Santa Barbara County was originally sourced from the Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint 

(2018) and updated for the Recreation Master Plan. See Appendix XX and https://sbcblueprint.databasin.org/  

 
The Recreation Master Plan envisions unique and 

innovative projects to meet a wide range of user. Photo: 

Bring Me the News 

http://www.sbcrecplan.com/
https://sbcblueprint.databasin.org/
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Table 5-1. A·l­·tl¸ ¢q *¢² ±º I_­|®Ě I}_  lj I_­|ù Llh­l_±t¢ ù _ j O­_t}® I­¢zlh±® 

No. County Parks Projects 
!jjĚ} I²g}th 

Parkland (Acres) 

!jjĚ} >t}l® ¢q 

Trails 

Currently Planned Projects 

1 Baron Ranch Trails    14 

2 Lake Cachuma Campground and South Shore Facilities Improvements     

3 Lake Cachuma North Shore Trails & Recreation Facilities Management Plan    15 

4 Oak Knoll (aka Mud Lake) Neighborhood Park 10 0.5 

5 Orcutt Creek Trail   1.6 

6 San Marcos Foothills Open Space   3 

7 Solomon Hills (Bonney) Trails   3.65 

8 Vandenberg Village Park 1.5   

9 Waller Park Regional Sports Fields     

 Subtotal of Currently Planned Projects 11.5 acres 37.75 miles 

New Planned Projects 

10 Ben Page Neighborhood Park 5   

11 Drum Canyon Trail   8.8 

12 Gaviota Marine Terminal Recreation Area 32 2 

13 Glen Annie to Los Padres National Forest Trail   3 

14 Goleta Community Sports Park 20   

15 Mission Hills Community Trail   2 

16 Mission Hills Mountain Bike Park 22 2 

17 Mission Hills Neighborhood Park 3   

18 Obern Trail Play & Skate Project     

19 South Coast Aquatic Center  5   

20 South Coast Foothill Mountain Bike Park 40 10 
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No. County Parks Projects 
!jjĚ} I²g}th 

Parkland (Acres) 

!jjĚ} >t}l® ¢q 

Trails 

21 Sunrise Open Space 8 1.5 

22 Vandenberg Village Community Trail   1 

23 Guadalupe Community Park & Campground 40   

24 Jalama Beach Campground Expansion & Upgrade Project     

25 Jalama Bluff Trail   0.5 

26 Point Sal Trails & Coastal Access Improvements   6 

27 Surf Beach to Ocean Beach Boardwalk   0.65 

 Subtotal of New Planned Projects 175 acres 37.45 miles 

 TOTAL COUNTY PARKS PROJECTS 186.5 acres 75.2 miles 

  

Figure 5-1. *¢² ±º I_­|®Ě Planned Trail Projects 

by Type (Miles) 

 

Recreational, 
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Community, 
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Figure 5-2. *¢² ±º I_­|®Ě I}_  lj I_­| I­¢zlh±® gº 

Type (Acres) 
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Baron Ranch Trails 

This project would create additional outdoor recreation within the 

County-owned Baron Ranch. The proposed trail network would 

expand with approximately 14 miles of new recreational trails 

designated for multi- use by hikers, mountain bikers, and 

equestrians, with some trails designated for hiker and equestrian 

use only. Some proposed trail alignments would utilize existing 

agricultural access roads, while new trail segments would require 

new vegetation clearance and grading. The proposed trail routes 

would vary in terrain to provide access to unique, scenic, and 

natural spaces at Baron Ranch for different experience levels. A 

new mountain bike pump track and skills course, separated from 

the recreational trails, could also be built. The trail network would 

include a new pedestrian connection on the southern end of the 

property, connecting under the U.S. Hwy 101 and the UPRR corridor 

through to the beach at Arroyo Quemado. The connection under 

U.S. Highway 101 would improve an existing creek culvert to allow 

pedestrian access through an approximately 465- foot- long tunnel.  

Recreation Planning Area: South Coast 

Type Recreational Trails 

Responsible Agencies County Parks/ Resource Recovery 

!jjĚ} I_­|}_ j 0 acres 

!jjĚ} O­_t}® 14 miles 

Timing Near- term (5 to 10 years) 

Cost Estimate $350,000 

 
14 miles of trail improvements in Baron Ranch would 

provide access to unmatched natural beauty and 

wilderness on the Gaviota Coast, serving countywide 

needs for more public hiking and riding trails. Photo: Ron 

Williams, SBC Trails Council 






































































































































