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5.0. A Plan for Parks, Recreation, and Trails 
The Recreation Master Plan presents a unique opportunity to 

envision how to improve access to recreation for residents 

throughout the county, particularly in underserved unincorporated 

communities and neighborhoods in the South Coast, Lompoc Valley, 

Santa Maria Valley, Santa Ynez Valley, and Cuyama Valley. As 

described in Chapter 4.0, Recreation Needs Assessment, Santa 

Barbara County has a wide range of recreation needs, including 

additional public parks and trails, as well as funding and 

management of facilities to serve all users. This chapter provides a 

plan to help meet these needs in several ways. First, County Parks’ 

planned parks, trails, and recreation facility projects are described, 

including the conceptual location and range of facilities, as well as 

estimated cost and timing. A summary of known planned recreation 

projects by other agencies, including cities, State Parks, and private 

recreation organizations, is also provided. Each planned project is 

unique and varies in complexity, vision, location, and users served. 

Lastly, the recreational value of these planned projects relative to 

the Recreation Master Plan’s Recreation Needs Indicators is 

estimated to help assess to what degree the Recreation Master Plan 

will be able to meet the countywide needs identified in Chapter 4.0, 

Recreation Needs Assessment. Taken together, this chapter provides 

a roadmap for parks, recreation, and trails planning through 2050.  

5.1. County Parks’ Planned Parks, Recreation, & Trails Projects 

As a County Parks plan, planned parks, recreation, and trail projects lie in the unincorporated area on properties that are either 

already owned by the County or other public agencies or are currently privately owned and would require acquisition as part 

of project development. Some projects are brand-new concepts for existing or future parks developed through the Recreation 

Master Plan process, including community outreach and interagency coordination. Other projects are long-standing concepts 

in the County's community plans and Capital Improvements Plan (CIP), waiting for the right mix of funding, planning, and 

initiative to be realized. Some planned park and trail projects may be wholly feasible as County Parks' efforts, while others 

require partnerships with other agencies, organizations, or private landowners. Some projects are prioritized in the near-term 

 
The Recreation Master Plan is a once in a lifetime 

opportunity to plan for parks and trails to serve all our 

community members, including children, adults, 

disadvantaged communities, and future generations in 

Santa Barbara County. Photo: Newspress 
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(5 to 10 years). Others require a longer planning timeframe (10 to 20 

years). See Chapter 6.0, Pathways to Implementation, for more 

information about project timing and strategies. 

Profiles for County Parks’ planned parks, recreation, and trails 

projects are presented below with a description of the planned 

project, its location (if known), the agencies that would facilitate it, 

its estimated cost to construct, and its estimated timing/priority as 

either a near-term (5 to 10 years) project or a long-term (10 to 20 

years) project. There are nine planned recreation projects that 

County Parks is already undertaking that will benefit from the 

adoption of the Recreation Master Plan. These projects will create 

11.5 acres of new public parkland and 37.8 miles of trails 

countywide. In addition, there are 18 new recreation projects that 

County Parks is planning to undertake to help meet the recreation 

needs identified by the Recreation Master Plan. These projects will 

create 175 acres of new public parkland and 37.5 miles of trails 

countywide. Together, County Parks is planning 27 new public parks 

and trails projects through 2050 to create 186.5 acres of new public 

parkland and 75.2 miles of new and improved public trails (Table 

5-1).Planned public parks will improve existing facilities and expand campgrounds, community parks, neighborhood parks, 

and open space for outdoor recreation (Figure 5-2). Planned trail projects will increase the mileage of recreational and 

community trails (Figure 5-1). 

An interactive map of existing and planned parks & trails, comprising a countywide blueprint for recreation, a “RecPrint”, is 

available at www.SBCRecPlan.com. 2 Enjoy exploring each potential location and how the project will relate to the recreation 

needs identified countywide and in each recreation planning area, including Santa Maria Valley, Lompoc Valley, Santa Ynez 

Valley, Cuyama Valley, and the South Coast.  

 

 

2 The GIS-based map of parkland properties (i.e., shapefiles) in Santa Barbara County was originally sourced from the Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint 

(2018) and updated for the Recreation Master Plan. See Appendix XX and https://sbcblueprint.databasin.org/ 

 
The Recreation Master Plan envisions unique and 

innovative projects to meet a wide range of user. Photo: 

Bring Me the News 

http://www.sbcrecplan.com/
https://sbcblueprint.databasin.org/
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Table 5-1. Overview of County Parks’ Planned Park, Recreation, and Trails Projects 

No. County Parks Projects 
Add’l Public 

Parkland (Acres) 

Add’l Miles of 

Trails 

Currently Planned Projects 

1 Baron Ranch Trails    14 

2 Lake Cachuma Campground and South Shore Facilities Improvements     

3 Lake Cachuma North Shore Trails & Recreation Facilities Management Plan    15 

4 Oak Knoll (aka Mud Lake) Neighborhood Park 10 0.5 

5 Orcutt Creek Trail   1.6 

6 San Marcos Foothills Open Space   3 

7 Solomon Hills (Bonney) Trails   3.65 

8 Vandenberg Village Park 1.5   

9 Waller Park Regional Sports Fields     

 Subtotal of Currently Planned Projects 11.5 acres 37.75 miles 

New Planned Projects 

10 Ben Page Neighborhood Park 5   

11 Drum Canyon Trail   8.8 

12 Gaviota Marine Terminal Recreation Area 32 2 

13 Glen Annie to Los Padres National Forest Trail   3 

14 Goleta Community Sports Park 20   

15 Mission Hills Community Trail   2 

16 Mission Hills Mountain Bike Park 22 2 

17 Mission Hills Neighborhood Park 3   

18 Obern Trail Play & Skate Project     

19 South Coast Aquatic Center  5   

20 South Coast Foothill Mountain Bike Park 40 10 
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No. County Parks Projects 
Add’l Public 

Parkland (Acres) 

Add’l Miles of 

Trails 

21 Sunrise Open Space 8 1.5 

22 Vandenberg Village Community Trail   1 

23 Guadalupe Community Park & Campground 40   

24 Jalama Beach Campground Expansion & Upgrade Project     

25 Jalama Bluff Trail   0.5 

26 Point Sal Trails & Coastal Access Improvements   6 

27 Surf Beach to Ocean Beach Boardwalk   0.65 

 Subtotal of New Planned Projects 175 acres 37.45 miles 

 TOTAL COUNTY PARKS PROJECTS 186.5 acres 75.2 miles 

  

Figure 5-1. County Parks’ Planned Trail Projects 

by Type (Miles) 

 

Recreational, 

60.8, 81%

Community, 

14.4, 19%

Figure 5-2. County Parks’ Planned Park Projects by 

Type (Acres) 
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Baron Ranch Trails 

This project would create additional outdoor recreation within the 

County-owned Baron Ranch. The proposed trail network would 

expand with approximately 14 miles of new recreational trails 

designated for multi-use by hikers, mountain bikers, and 

equestrians, with some trails designated for hiker and equestrian 

use only. Some proposed trail alignments would utilize existing 

agricultural access roads, while new trail segments would require 

new vegetation clearance and grading. The proposed trail routes 

would vary in terrain to provide access to unique, scenic, and 

natural spaces at Baron Ranch for different experience levels. A 

new mountain bike pump track and skills course, separated from 

the recreational trails, could also be built. The trail network would 

include a new pedestrian connection on the southern end of the 

property, connecting under the U.S. Hwy 101 and the UPRR corridor 

through to the beach at Arroyo Quemado. The connection under 

U.S. Highway 101 would improve an existing creek culvert to allow 

pedestrian access through an approximately 465-foot-long tunnel.  

Recreation Planning Area: South Coast 

Type Recreational Trails 

Responsible Agencies County Parks/ Resource Recovery 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 14 miles 

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years) 

Cost Estimate $350,000 

 
14 miles of trail improvements in Baron Ranch would 

provide access to unmatched natural beauty and 

wilderness on the Gaviota Coast, serving countywide 

needs for more public hiking and riding trails. Photo: Ron 

Williams, SBC Trails Council 
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Lake Cachuma Campground and South Shore Facilities 
Improvements 
County Parks is the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation's local managing partner for the Cachuma Lake Recreation Area and provides 

the Cachuma Lake Campground and associated recreation facilities. County Parks is planning several improvements to these 

existing facilities, as follows: 

• Cachuma Splash & Swim Project. This project would replace two aging pools with a modern aquatic complex featuring 

recreation pools, slides, and water play features. The aquatic center would be available for day use for residents, as well 

as overnight campers at Cachuma Campground 

• Cachuma Campground Expansion. This project would provide up to 32 new cabins or yurts, offering visitors unique and 

comfortable "glamping" lodging options. The new structures would be thoughtfully placed to blend in with the existing 

natural landscape of Lake Cachuma, with interspersed benches, tables, and communal restrooms and showers. The 

existing amphitheater will be renovated to include updated seating, improved lighting, and enhanced accessibility 

• Mohawk Point Trails Improvements. This project would improve and potentially expand trails at Mohawk Point to support 

additional user groups, such as mountain bikers, while supporting existing users of the disc golf course and trails. 

 

  

Recreation Planning Area: Santa Ynez Valley 

Type Recreational Trails, Campground, 

Aquatic Facility 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, U.S. Bureau of 

Reclamation 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 2 miles 

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years) 

Cost Estimate $40.7 million 

 
Additional cabins or yurts at Lake Cachuma’s South Shore 

would support additional visitation annually. Photo: 

County Parks 
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Lake Cachuma North Shore Trails & Recreation Facilities 
Management Plan 
County Parks is the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation's local managing partner for the Cachuma Lake Recreation Area. Consistent 

with the Bureau's Cachuma Resource Management Plan, County Parks would prepare a Cachuma North Shore Trail System & 

Facility Management Plan to provide public recreational access to existing and potential future facilities while protecting 

natural resources, including water quality, biological resources, geology and soils, agriculture, and public recreation. The plan 

would be prepared through a public process involving community input and environmental review in compliance with the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Access to the north shore of 

Lake Cachuma would be subject to reservations, permits, and fees by County Parks. County Parks could limit access during 

and immediately after rain events to reduce damage to trails. County Parks could limit access during severe fire conditions 

when prolonged high temperatures, winds, or other factors that may prohibit entry occur to minimize the risk of wildfire in the 

Cachuma Lake Recreation Area. For planning purposes, the Recreation Master Plan anticipates that the following facilities 

could be provided within the northern and eastern shoreline areas of Lake Cachuma within existing developed campgrounds, 

trails, and associated recreation facilities. 

• Public Equestrian Facility. To provide a "home base" for horses and their riders exploring Lake Cachuma, this facility would 

provide a public outdoor equestrian facility near Live Oak Campground, featuring an outdoor riding arena for training, 

recreation, and competitions, as well as trailer parking and equestrian trailhead access and signage. Potential overnight 

accommodations could be provided to support equestrian trail use. Through a fee-based program, equestrians would have 

access to stables and barns for day use, as well as memberships. Overnight use would require reservations and fees. The 

facility would include wash racks, tack rooms, and shaded rest areas for horses and riders. If additional camping sites are 

provided, hitching posts would be provided in addition to typical tent site amenities (i.e., no hookups or utilities). If feasible, 

boarding services for both short-term and long-term uses could be available through a concessionaire. 

• Pack-In/Pack-Out Campground. As a destination on the North Shore Trails, a unique rural recreation experience would 

provide backcountry overnight accommodations on the northern shores of Lake Cachuma. The new primitive, self-

contained campground would provide a rustic overnight stop for visitors exploring the North Shore of Lake Cachuma. From 

the existing Live Oak Campground, visitors could pack self-contained into a rustic tent-only campground (or sleep under 

the stars). Boating into the campground may be possible as well at appropriate unimproved landing locations. Sites would 

include picnic tables, rustic seating, and horse hitching posts. Fire rings or BBQs could be provided if feasible and consistent 

with wildfire management plans and requirements. Composting or other onsite toilets would be provided with no water or 

other services 
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• North Shore Trails Project. The existing equestrian trail network 

on the north side of Lake Cachuma would be improved and 

expanded to support equestrians with separate segments and 

facilities for other non-motorized users. The equestrian trail 

system would offer scenic routes in varying terrain for riders of 

various skill levels to encourage advancement of local 

equestrians. Non-equestrian trails would support hiking and 

non-motorized biking. Where trail conflicts could arise with 

other recreational users, horse-only bypasses would be 

integrated into the trail design to ensure the safety and comfort 

of riders and horses. The trail system could provide an "out and 

back" experience or circumvent the north side of the lake if 

feasible. The trail system would connect to existing and 

planned facilities at Live Oak Campground and a proposed 

pack-in/pack-out campground. 

  

Recreation Planning Area: Santa Ynez Valley 

Type Recreational Trails, Campground 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, U.S. Bureau of 

Reclamation 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 15 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 – 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $1.4 million 

 
Visitors could pack in and out to a new rustic campground 

on the North Shore of Lake Cachuma via improved 

equestrian trails and home base facilities at Live Oak 

Campground. Photo: Courtesy Travel Alberta 
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Oak Knolls Park (a.k.a., Mud Lake) 
This project would transform an existing flood control retention 

basin into a dual-purpose neighborhood park that provides Orcutt 

residents with new recreational opportunities while maintaining 

critical flood and stormwater management functions. The Project 

would introduce new recreational elements, including possible 

multi-purpose sports fields, basketball courts, pickleball/tennis 

courts, and a playground area. Other amenities could include 

shade structures and picnic tables. Walking paths would provide 

internal circulation and access to the surrounding neighborhood. 

  

Recreation Planning Area: Santa Maria Valley 

Type Neighborhood Park 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, Flood Control 

Add’l Parkland 10 acres 

Add’l Trails 0.5 miles 

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years) 

Cost Estimate $11.5 million 

 
The Oak Knolls Park project would improve an existing 

flood control basin and also serve neighborhood recreation 

needs in Orcutt. Photo: BirdingHotspots.org 
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Orcutt Creek Trail 
The Orcutt Creek Trail is a proposed multi-purpose trail traversing 

the Orcutt community. The trail would accommodate hikers, 

equestrians, and bicyclists throughout the community, with several 

connections to neighboring trails. Significant trail planning has 

been conducted on the Orcutt Creek Trail by the County, and 

several segments of the Orcutt Creek Trail have been acquired and 

developed, but many gaps in the trail remain. One major gap in the 

Orcutt Creek Trail is “Segment 10,” a 1.6-mile-long segment of 

proposed trail along the south side of Orcutt Creek that would 

connect S. Bradley Road to Orcutt Road. Segment 10 fills a key gap 

in the greater proposed Orcutt Creek Trail and provides a 

recreational trail connection between existing developed trails, 

neighborhoods, and existing and proposed 

community/neighborhood parks. Further, the trail would have 

interpretive signage that educates residents about local wildlife, 

the riparian ecosystem, and the creek's role in stormwater 

management. 

  

Recreation Planning Area: Santa Maria Valley 

Type Community Trail 

Responsible Agencies County Parks 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 1.6 miles 

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years) 

Cost Estimate $2.4 million 

 
The planned Orcutt Creek Trail would connect 

neighborhoods to local parks, recreation, and trails in 

Orcutt. Photo: The Outbound 
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San Marcos Foothills Open Space 
This project would implement new trail and open space 

improvements including a Chumash ethno-botanical garden, an 

ADA accessible trail and ADA parking and a trail plan for the 100-

acre West Mesa site added to the San Marcos Preserve. The Project 

would expand the existing trail network to support hiking and 

environmental education. 

Recreation Planning Area: South Coast 

Type Recreational Trails 

Responsible Agencies County Parks 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 3 miles 

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years) 

Cost Estimate $3.4 million 

 
Trail improvements to the San Marcos Foothills Open 

Space would provide more space for hiking in the South 

Coast’s frontcountry foothills of the Santa Ynez Mountains. 

Photo: lotsafunmaps.com 
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Solomon Hills (Bonney) Trails 
This project would extend the existing Orcutt trail network into 

Solomon Hills in southeastern Orcutt. The proposed 3.65-mile trail 

system would include 9 trail segments of various lengths, 

difficulties, and elevations, accommodating users of all ages and 

abilities. Key features of the trail system would include new 

trailheads and trail alignments that preserve and protect existing 

biological resources while featuring significant views of the Santa 

Maria Valley oak woodland and chaparral landscape. 

  

Recreation Planning Area: Santa Maria Valley 

Type Recreational Trail 

Responsible Agencies County Parks 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 3.65 miles 

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years) 

Cost Estimate $106,000 

 
The Solomon Hills would support a new trail system to 

expand hiking and riding in the Santa Maria Valley. Photo: 

All Trails 
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Vandenberg Village Park 
This project would provide a modern, innovative public park in 

central Vandenberg Village. Designed with a focus on 

sustainability, inclusivity, and versatility, the park would provide a 

variety of amenities to serve residents of all ages while preserving 

and enhancing the site's natural features.  The park will feature one 

tot-lot for 2-6-year-olds and one playground for 6-12-year-olds. 

For active recreation, the Project would include a basketball half-

court and a dedicated skateboarding area with grind boxes and 

other features for users of various skill levels  The central corridor 

will serve as a dynamic, flexible-use space for community 

gatherings, events, and outdoor programming. Adjacent to this 

space would include a donor garden, a gazebo/pavilion, and an 

open lawn space for play, relaxation, and community events.  A 

new stormwater basin would be constructed to capture and 

manage runoff from the site. An elevated boardwalk will traverse 

the basin. A designated natural zone with picnic areas would offer 

visitors space for respite and connection with nature while 

protecting Burton Mesa chaparral and mature tree canopies. 

Onsite parking and pedestrian connections would be provided. 

Recreation Planning Area: Lompoc Valley 

Type Neighborhood Park 

Responsible Agencies County Parks 

Add’l Parkland 1.5 acres 

Add’l Trails 0 miles 

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years) 

Cost Estimate $3.8 million 

 
Vandenberg Village Park will be located adjacent to 

planned housing to serve neighborhood recreation needs. 

Photo: County Parks 
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Waller Park Regional Sports Fields 
This project is a critical element of the Waller Park Master Plan to 

expand the only County-owned regional park in the Santa Maria 

Valley, developing new sports fields designed for youth and adult 

play, regional tournaments, and other sports programs. The new 

fields would be accompanied by a new plaza featuring 

redeveloped picnic areas, an inclusive playground, and a gazebo. 

  

Recreation Planning Area: Santa Maria Valley 

Type Regional Park 

Responsible Agencies County Parks 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 0 miles 

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years) 

Planning/ Funding Tools Development Impact Fees 

Capital Improvement Program 

Cost Estimate $17.8 million 

 
New sports fields in Waller Park would support youth and 

adult play, regional tournaments, and other sports 

programs. 
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Ben Page Neighborhood Park 
This project would expand recreation facilities at the Ben Page 

Youth Center to provide a new neighborhood park. The project 

would provide a playground, new shade structures, and picnic 

tables to supplement the adult and youth programs hosted at the 

Ben Page Youth Center. 

  

Recreation Planning Area: South Coast 

Type Neighborhood Park 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, County Flood Control 

District 

Add’l Parkland 5 acres 

Add’l Trails 0 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $4.2 million 

 
A neighborhood park located near Ben Page Youth Center 

would expand recreation facilities and support existing 

sports programs. 



5-16 Chapter 5.0: A Plan for Parks, Recreation, and Trails 

 

 

Drum Canyon Trail 
This project would create an approximately 8.8-mile-long on-road 

or road-parallel trail along Drum Canyon Road from Los Alamos 

County Park to Hwy 246. The new trail would primarily serve as a 

formal route for road cyclists. The project would involve road 

shoulder improvements, installation of signage notifying motorists 

of potential presence of cyclists, and potentially some speed or 

traffic calming measures along Drum Canyon Road. 

Recreation Planning Area: Santa Ynez Valley 

Type Recreational Trail 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, Public Works 

Department 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 8.8 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $230,000 

 
The Drum Canyon Trail would support riding in beautiful 

terrain surrounding Los Alamos. Photo: Napa Valley Bike 

Tours 
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Gaviota Marine Terminal Recreation Area 
This project would redevelop a former onshore oil and gas facility 

into an enhanced recreational site with beach access, trail 

connections, and a new campground. The recreation area would 

include designated pathways, stairways, and viewing areas that 

allow visitors to access the beach while protecting sensitive 

habitats along the shore. To fill a gap in the California Coastal 

Trail, the project would complete 2 miles of blufftop trail from the 

Gaviota Marine Terminal to Gaviota State Park. A  full-service 

public campground for tent, RV, and cabin camping would provide 

low-cost overnight accommodations on the Gaviota Coast. The 

campsites would include a firepit or BBQ, picnic tables, and nearby 

communal amenities, such as restrooms with showers, water 

spigots, and a camp store. The RV-designed campsites would 

include water, electricity, and sewer hookups (Appendix F ). 

Recreation Planning Area: South Coast 

Type Campground, Beach Park, 

Recreational Trails, and CCT 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, State of California, 

property owners 

Add’l Parkland 32 acres 

Add’l Trails 2 miles 

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years) 

Cost Estimate $21.3 million 

 
A new coastal campground on the Gaviota Coast would 

supplement other low-cost overnight accommodations in 

the area, such as El Capitan State Park campground, to 

meet high demands for coastal access and recreation. 

Photo: TripSavvy 
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Glen Annie to Los Padres National Forest Trail 
This project would create a new hiking and riding trail route along 

Glen Annie Road from Cathedral Oaks Road to Los Padres National 

Forest. The trail route would be approximately 3 miles in length, 

following Glen Annie Road in existing road right-of-way for the 

majority of the alignment. The project would connect urban areas 

in the Goleta Valley with existing foothills trails in Los Padres 

National Forest. The County would also explore opportunities to 

separate the trail from the roadway by coordinating with private 

landowners for off-road trail easements. 

Recreation Planning Area: South Coast 

Type Community Trail 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, Public Works 

Department 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 3 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $91,000 

 
A new trail to connect the Goleta Valley with Los Padres 

National Forest would improve access to hiking and riding 

in the South Coast’s front country foothills of the Santa 

Ynez Mountains. Photo: Dan Gira 
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Goleta Community Sports Park 
This project would develop a new community park and outdoor 

sports complex to help meet the regional needs for community and 

competitive sports and recreation. The community park would 

provide new sports fields and courts. The multi-purpose sports 

fields would support organized sports, leagues, and competitions, 

such as youth and adult soccer, football, ultimate frisbee, lacrosse, 

and field hockey. Multi-sport courts would support basketball, 

volleyball, tennis, or pickleball. Other recreational amenities 

include a new playground, off-leash dog park, picnic tables, public 

restrooms, shade structures, and walking paths that connect to 

surrounding neighborhoods and the Obern Trail. A South Coast 

Aquatic Center is also being considered for the adjacent area. 

  

Recreation Planning Area: South Coast 

Type Community Park 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, nonprofit 

organizations, property owners 

Add’l Parkland 20 acres 

Add’l Trails 0 miles 

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years) 

Cost Estimate $30 million 

 
The Eastern Goleta Valley is severely underserved by 

community parks providing adequate competitive sports 

fields and courts to support league play for youth and 

adults. Photo: Girsh Park 
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Mission Hills Community Trail 
This project would result in system of approximately 2.0 miles of 

trails around the community of Mission Hills, providing recreational 

hiking and biking connections between existing neighborhoods, Los 

Berros Elementary School, and existing La Purisima Mission trails. 

The trails would be constructed on County-owned properties within 

and bordering residential neighborhoods, but portions of the 

proposed trail system would traverse or cross into properties 

owned by the Mission Hills Community Services District, State of 

California Public Works Board, Lompoc Unified School District, and 

private landowners. The trail network would feature unpaved 

multi-use segments for walking, jogging, dog walking (on-leash 

and potentially off-leash in some segments), and biking. The 

Project would prioritize trail connectivity to the surrounding 

neighborhoods and nearby parks, offering residents increased 

access to recreation options while supporting safe routes to 

schools. 

Recreation Planning Area: Lompoc Valley 

Type Recreational Trail 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, County Flood Control 

District, Mission Hills Community 

Services District, property owners 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 2 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $170,000 

 
A new trail in Mission Hills would improve recreational 

access and safe routes to school. Photo: SB Bucket Brigade 
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Mission Hills Mountain Bike Park 
This project would develop a public trail network and 

neighborhood park on a 22-acre County-owned site in Mission 

Hills. The trail network would feature designated mountain bike 

trails, as well as multi-use segments for hikers. The Project would 

prioritize trail connectivity to the surrounding neighborhoods and 

nearby parks, offering residents increased access to recreation 

options in the community.  A new playground and amenities would 

be provided, including picnic benches, shaded areas, bike parking, 

water fountains, and park restrooms. 

  

Recreation Planning Area: Lompoc Valley 

Type Recreational Trail 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, General Services 

Department 

Add’l Parkland 22 acres 

Add’l Trails 2 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $1.2 million 

 
A new mountain bike skills park in Mission Hills would 

support riders of all ages and experience levels. Photo: 

City of Columbus, MO 
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Mission Hills Neighborhood Park 
This project would expand park facilities provided by the Mission 

Hills Community Services District to provide a multi-use 

community sports and recreation park that serves the Mission Hills 

and Mesa Oaks communities. The project would include a soccer 

field, a baseball/softball field, and tennis/pickleball courts. 

Amenities would include picnic tables, shade structures, drinking 

fountains, and restrooms. 

  

Recreation Planning Area: Lompoc Valley 

Type Neighborhood Park 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, County Flood Control 

District, Mission Hills Community 

Services District 

Add’l Parkland 3 acres 

Add’l Trails 0 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $2.8 million 

 
Expansion of existing park in Mission Hills (i.e., Mission 

Hills Community Service District and County-owned 

properties) could accommodate more facilities such as 

sports fields and trails for mountain bikers and hikers. 

Photo: Mission Hills Community Services District  
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Obern Trail Play & Skate Project 
This project would install trail-side structures such as ramps, rails, 

and curves to support skating, BMX, and creative play along the 

existing Obern Trail multi-use path in Eastern Goleta Valley. The 

structures would be integrated adjacent to the existing multi-use 

path, creating pockets of micro-recreation without changing the 

function of the existing trail. Creating a skate trail would support 

more diverse active transportation and outdoor recreation. 

Recreation Planning Area: South Coast 

Type Community Trail 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, Public Works 

Department, nonprofit organizations 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 0 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $820,000 

 
Trail-side skate structures such as ramps, rails, and curves 

along segments of the Obern Trail will support diverse use 

and expansion of riding skills. Photo: City of Trails 
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South Coast Aquatic Center 
This project would develop a new regional aquatic center to help 

meet the needs of the South Coast for community and competitive 

sports and recreation. The proposed aquatic center would consist 

of a competitive lap pool and a diving pool. A separate recreational 

pool with a dedicated water slide area would support youth 

aquatic recreation. The facility would provide changing rooms, 

lockers, showers, and restrooms. The center would support 

competitive sports and community activities, such as classes, 

summer programs, public events, and special private events. This 

project is being considered for a location near Goleta Community 

Park. Partnerships with UC Santa Barbara, local non-profit 

aquatics organizations, and local school districts would support 

the operations and programming of the facility. 

  

Recreation Planning Area: South Coast 

Type Community Park 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, nonprofit 

organizations, property owners 

Add’l Parkland 5 acres 

Add’l Trails 0 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $24.4 million 

 
The South Coast needs a high-quality aquatic center to 

serve regional needs in Goleta, Santa Barbara, and 

Carpinteria. The South Coast Aquatic Center would provide 

residents with public aquatic recreation for both local 

recreation, cooling, and local and regional competition. 

Photo: City of Overland Park, KS 
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South Coast Foothill Mountain Bike Park 
This project would develop a nature-based mountain biking park 

in the South Coast foothills offering trails and features, including 

pump tracks, flow trails, technical courses, and jump lines. Each 

route would be designated for its features and difficulty, catering 

to riders of all interests and skill levels. The park's layout will 

maximize the natural terrain, integrating each riding trail with the 

natural landscape. Sustainable design practices would be 

employed to minimize environmental impacts, such as careful 

siting of trails, the use of erosion control measures, and designated 

natural resource conservation areas. Supporting amenities would 

include a parking area, restrooms, shaded seating areas, and trail 

signage. Potential locations could include public property owned 

by the County and the City of Santa Barbara, which could integrate 

with existing foothill trails. 

  

Recreation Planning Area: South Coast 

Type Recreational Trail/Public Open 

Space 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, City of Santa Barbara, 

property owners 

Add’l Parkland 40 acres 

Add’l Trails 10 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $1.5 million 

 
A new trail system built for mountain bikers of all ages and 

skill levels would support this popular sport in Santa 

Barbara County. Photo: explore.com 
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Sunrise Open Space 
This project would develop a new open space withwalking paths 

to implement the Summerland Community Plan. The project would 

expand the community's trail system with connections from Ocean 

View Park and the Summerland Trail through the Summerland 

Greenwell Preserve. 

Recreation Planning Area: South Coast 

Type Neighborhood Park 

Responsible Agencies County Parks 

Add’l Parkland 8 acres 

Add’l Trails 1.5 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $140,000  
Expanded public access to County-owned open space in 

Summerland would improve recreation and trails and 

connect neighborhoods. Photo: County Parks 
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Vandenberg Village Community Trail 
This project would create a multi-use pathway to connect areas of 

Vandenberg Village north and south of Hwy 1. The alignment would 

connect existing and proposed parks with local schools and 

neighborhoods to enhance safe, recreational riding in the 

community, as well as connect to existing Burton Mesa 

recreational trails in natural areas adjacent to neighborhoods. 

  

Recreation Planning Area: Lompoc Valley 

Type Community Trail 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, Public Works 

Department, State of California, 

property owners 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 1 mile 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $2.8 million 

 
A new multi-use pathway in Vandenberg Village would 

connect the community to parks and recreation and 

support active living. Photo: Rails to Trails Conservancy 
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North County Coastal Access Improvements 
Through community engagement and the recreation needs assessment conducted for the Recreation Master Plan, 

County Parks understands that coastal access is highly limited for residents of northern Santa Barbara County. 

Coastal access and beach parks including Jalama Beach County Park, Point Sal, Rancho Guadalupe Dunes County 

Park, and Surf Beach/Ocean Beach County Park. These parks require driving distances from local communities in 

Lompoc Valley, Santa Maria Valley, and Santa Ynez Valley and access is limited by a variety of physical and 

programmatic barriers, including day-use fees at Jalama Beach, resource conservation at Surf/Ocean Beach and 

the Guadalupe Dunes, and closed roads and challenging terrain at Point Sal. As a result, many residents in 

northern Santa Barbara County seek beach and coastal access in the South Coast or in San Luis Obispo County.  

The planned projects below would help address the need for improved coastal access in northern Santa Barbara 

County, increasing coastal access and recreation to over 200,000 residents. Full summaries of these planned 

projects are presented 

• Guadalupe Community Park & Campground 

• Jalama Beach Campground Expansion & Upgrade Project 

• Jalama Bluff Trail 

• Point Sal Trails & Coastal Access Improvements 

• Surf Beach to Ocean Beach Boardwalk 

As described further below, these planned projects would occur primarily on County-owned land or in partnership 

with other agencies and property owners. Together, the intent is to welcome people to these key coastal 

recreation facilities while continuing to protect the pristine coastline and its diverse natural resource values along 

the 60 miles of shoreline in Northern Santa Barbara County. 

Additional details and information regarding the Jalama Beach Campground Expansion & Update Project, Jalama 

Bluff Trail, Point Sal Trails & Coastal Access Improvement, and Guadalupe Community Park & Campground is 

available in Appendix F. 
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Guadalupe Community Park & Campground 
This project would create a multi-use community sports complex 

and campground adjacent to the City of Guadalupe. The 

community park would provide sports facilities, including 

soccer/football fields and multi-purpose courts for basketball, 

tennis, and pickleball. Shaded seating, picnic areas, a playground, 

and restrooms would be provided. The campground would provide 

up to 90 spaces for tent and RV camping, as well as cabins or yurts. 

Each site would be accompanied by a fire pit or BBQ, picnic table, 

nearby restrooms, communal water spigots, and a camp store, as 

well as potentially a pool or splash pad. The RV sites will feature 

level pads with full utility hookups and access to a centralized 

dump station (Appendix F). 

  

Recreation Planning Area: Santa Maria Valley 

Type Community Park/Campground 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, City of Guadalupe, 

property owners 

Add’l Parkland 15 to 40 acres 

Add’l Trails 0 miles 

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years) 

Cost Estimate $32.6 million 

 
Guadalupe is 5 miles from the coast and Guadalupe Dunes 

County Park. This area is also severely underserved by 

sports fields and facilities. This project would create low-

cost overnight accommodations to support coastal tourism 

plus sports facilities to serve local and regional youth and 

adult athletics programs. Photos: KOA 
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Jalama Beach Campground Expansion & Upgrade Project 
This project would expand the Jalama Beach Campground to a new 

area on the upper mesa immediately north of the existing 

campground. This would increase capacity by approximately 30 

new campsites or RV cabins.  A redesigned campground would 

accommodate new restrooms and day-use parking, and alleviate 

site congestion issues. Infrastructure upgrades would utilize solar 

energy, expand the onsite wastewater treatment system, and 

increase utility capacity. A 17-panel photovoltaic system would be 

installed on the rooftop of the existing County Parks Workshop 

Building, and a six-panel solar thermal flat plate collection system 

would be installed on the rooftop of the existing/expanded shower 

facility. Other upgrades include a 1,500-gallon septic tank and new 

utility lines for site electricity, water, and sewage drainage 

(Appendix F). 

  

Recreation Planning Area: Lompoc Valley 

Type Campground/Other 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, Environmental Health  

Add’l Parkland 5.4 acres 

Add’l Trails 0 miles 

Timing Near-term (5 to 10 years) 

Cost Estimate $10.6 million 

 
Expanding and improving the Jalama Beach Campground 

will support high-demand low-cost overnight 

accommodations on the coast. Photo: County Parks 
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Jalama Bluff Trail Project 
This project would offer new coastal and beach access from the 

Jalama Beach County Park and its campground. Following the 

blufftop, a new natural surface trail would be constructed, 

connecting the campground to a new stairway down to Jalama 

Beach from the bluff. This new trail would provide a significant new 

recreational activity at Jalama Beach and support coastal access 

in the region. (Appendix F). 

Recreation Planning Area: Lompoc Valley 

Type Recreational Trail 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, Public Works 

Department, Dangermond Preserve 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 0.5 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $2 million 

 
A blufftop trail will expand the range of recreation 

activities at Jalama Beach County Park and provide safe 

coastal access. Photo: County Parks 
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Point Sal Trails & Coastal Access Improvements 
This project would improve beach and coastal access in northern 

Santa Barbara County to reach the spectacular, rugged coastline 

of Point Sal. Key access improvements would include reopening 

Point Sal Road, constructing new beach access parking, and 

building a new coastal access stairwell. The trailhead could be 

equipped with public restrooms and picnic areas. Further, the 

Project would include over 6 miles of new trail improvements 

through the 900 acres of Point Sal and Paradise Beach, including 

formalizing a key segment of the California Coastal Trail (Appendix 

F). 

  

Recreation Planning Area: Santa Maria Valley 

Type Recreational Trail 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, Public Works 

Department, General Services 

Department, Vandenberg Space 

Force Base 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 6 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $13.8 million 

 
Point Sal provides unbeatable rural coastal access. Trail 

improvements would support coastal recreation in 

northern Santa Barbara County. Photo: Guadalupe-

Nipomo Dunes Center 
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Surf Beach to Ocean Beach Boardwalk 
This project would create a new approximately 0.65-mile 

boardwalk from Ocean Beach County Park south to Surf Beach near 

the Lompoc-Surf Amtrak Station. The boardwalk would be up to 8 

feet wide and would be elevated to reduce impacts to dune 

habitat. Except for Jalama Beach County Park, Ocean Beach 

County Park and Surf Beach are the only public coastal access 

points in the Lompoc Valley, but can frequently be closed due to 

regulations protecting the threatened western snowy plover. The 

new boardwalk would be constructed largely on federally-owned 

lands or within the UPRR corridor along the beach, landward of 

existing dune habitat, to minimize impacts and disturbance to 

dune and western snowy plover nesting habitat. The boardwalk 

would provide a formal pedestrian connection between Ocean 

Beach and Surf Beach and a lateral accessway parallel to the 

beach, reducing disturbance to western snowy plover habitat and 

improving access and coastal recreation. 

Recreation Planning Area: Lompoc Valley 

Type Recreational Trail 

Responsible Agencies County Parks, Union Pacific Railroad 

Add’l Parkland 0 acres 

Add’l Trails 0.65 miles 

Timing Long-term (10 to 20 years) 

Cost Estimate $1.25 million 

 
A new boardwalk from Ocean Beach to Surf Beach would 

provide coastal access while protecting sensitive coastal 

resources. Photo: California State Parks 
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5.2. Planned Recreation Projects by Other Public Agencies & Private Organizations 

In addition to County Parks’ planned projects, other public agencies and private organizations have planned parks, recreation, 

and trails projects that will help address recreation needs recognized by the Recreation Master Plan. These known projects are 

presented below with a description of the planned project, its location (if known), the agencies that would facilitate it, and 

the estimated amount of public parkland and/or trails for each. There are 35 recreation projects planned by local cities, special 

districts, non-profit organizations, and other private organizations that will create new public parkland and trails countywide 

(Table 5-2 and Table 5-3) 

Table 5-2. Planned Public Agency Projects in Santa Barbara County 

Project Description Location Agencies 

Buellton Library, 

Children's Museum, 

and Open Space 

In 2020, the City of Buellton acquired the former home and 

remaining agricultural property (about 24 acres total) of Jake 

and Jeannette Willemsen. The Buellton Public Library opened in 

the Willemsen house. Some uses have been conceptually 

approved, but formal plans have not yet been approved, such as 

the Santa Ynez Valley Children's Museum on the area just east of 

the barn. Some portions of the site, such as the barn and open 

space, have not yet been approved for long-term use at this 

point, but could include recreation uses. 

Santa Ynez 

Valley 

City of Buellton 

Buellton Median 3 

Avenue of Flags 

Public Plaza 

Median 3 is at the center of the envisioned downtown core, 

planned to be a unique public gathering space that functions as 

a town plaza and park. Amenities identified in the Specific Plan 

include an amphitheater, public restroom, shade structures, open 

landscaped area, trees and drought-tolerant plantings, vendor 

kiosks, and a small community building that could house a 

visitor’s center, museum, or other desired uses. 

Santa Ynez 

Valley 

City of Buellton 

Calle Real @ Vega 

Neighborhood Park 

With the new residential development near Los Carneros Road, 

an increased demand for parks and recreational facilities in this 

“park-poor“ area will occur. The 1.1-acre city-owned vacant 

land at the corner is perfect for a new neighborhood park to 

serve this area. 

South Coast City of Goleta  
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Project Description Location Agencies 

Carpinteria Living 

Shoreline Project 

This project would construct a nature-based solution to protect 

the shoreline and landward infrastructure against coastal 

hazards (e.g., tidal inundation, coastal flooding, and erosion) 

and future sea level rise. The conceptual living shoreline is a 

dune restoration adaptation strategy that will provide important 

benefits to coastal recreation, natural ecosystems, beach 

neighborhood, and the local economy, including protecting the 

City Beach and Carpinteria State Beach. 

South Coast City of 

Carpinteria 

Central Park 

Renovation 

Construct a new dog park, skate park, half basketball court, 

bocce ball court, fitness equipment, board game area, 

picnic/BBQ areas, swings/spinners and climbing feature, public 

art including a painted water tower and mural, perimeter wall, 

restroom building, and lighting and landscaping throughout the 

park. Renovate existing sidewalks/paths and fencing. 

Santa Maria 

Valley 

City of 

Guadalupe  

Children's Park 

Renovation 

Improvements in the park design include two nature-themed 

playgrounds, ADA-accessible pathways, an amphitheater for 

workshops and performances, a new standalone restroom, an 

educational demonstration garden, a renovated recreation 

building for expanding workshop programs, and services for 

students and youth alike. 

South Coast Isla Vista 

Recreation and 

Park District 

College Park 

Renovation & Skate 

Park 

Construct a new skate park with lighting, two half basketball 

courts with lighting, a playground and game area with lighting, a 

picnic area with shade structure, a mural wall that will block 

wind, a restroom building, and landscaping throughout the park. 

Lompoc 

Valley 

City of Lompoc  

Deckers Park 

Expansion 

This city-owned parcel is adjacent to the existing Deckers Park, a 

privately owned park located near the airport. The parcel is 2.3 

acres in size and currently occupied by a corporation yard, but 

almost half of the space remains undeveloped. This land 

opportunity makes the potential expansion of Deckers Park 

possible, although it depends on further study and cooperation 

with the developer of Deckers Park. 

South Coast City of Goleta 
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Project Description Location Agencies 

Dwight Murphy Field 

Renovation 

The park renovation includes the construction of a 36,000 square 

foot all-inclusive playground 

South Coast City of Santa 

Barbara 

Franceschi House In 2018, the City Council voted unanimously to replace 

Franceschi House with an open-air space that would honor the 

legacy of Dr. Franceschi and Mr. Freeman, incorporate elements 

of Franceschi House, and provide access to the public. This 

project is currently in the preliminary design phase.  

South Coast City of Santa 

Barbara 

Goleta City Hall Park This county-owned parcel is adjacent to Calle Real and a retail 

complex. The 1.1-acre vacant land at the corner is perfect for 

siting a neighborhood park to serve this “park-poor“ area.  

South Coast City of Goleta 

Guadalupe to the 

Dunes Trail 

This project would comprise an approximately 6.2-mile-long 

multi-use path connecting the City of Guadalupe to the beach at 

the Rancho Guadalupe Dunes County Park, providing much-

needed coastal access in North County, a community aspiration 

for many years. Since 2018, the Coastal Conservancy has been 

coordinating with the City of Guadalupe, residents, community 

organizations, and public agencies in planning efforts to identify 

a feasible multi-use trail to enhance non-motorized recreational 

access to the coast. The preferred alignment for the Guadalupe 

to the Dunes Trail would generally follow the “River Trail” 

alignment identified in the Coastal Conservancy's Draft 

Guadalupe to Beach Multi-Use Trail Feasibility Study (2021). The 

alignment would provide an on-road shared-use path along the 

existing park road to the beach. The trailhead for the Guadalupe 

to the Dunes Trail would be located at Leroy Park and the 

proposed Guadalupe Community Park and Campground (see 

above project description). The trail would complement and 

connect to planned bike lanes and sidewalk improvements in 

Guadalupe and the western terminus of the proposed Santa 

Maria River Levee Trail.  

Santa Maria 

Valley 

California 

Coastal 

Conservancy 

Ken Adam Park 

Discontinuance & 

Lompoc voters passed Measure R2024 to discontinue the use of 

Ken Adam Park to allow the possible sale and development of 

Lompoc 

Valley 

City of Lompoc 
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Project Description Location Agencies 

Space Base 

California 

the site for a potential space-themed educational and 

recreational development. 

Leroy Park 

Renovation 

The LeRoy Park Community Center and Park was provided with a 

complete renovation and substantial addition of a future flexible 

use space. The redesigned community center includes recreation 

rooms, classrooms, offices, a commercial kitchen, bathrooms, 

and large multi-purpose areas. The facility was designed to be 

an operations center in the case of emergencies and has many 

sustainable features. The park includes a brand new playground, 

new BBQ picnic areas, an amphitheater, new landscaping, a new 

parking lot, and a fitness walking path around the property. A 

new detached restroom building was also designed to service the 

park when the community center is closed. 

Santa Maria 

Valley 

City of 

Guadalupe  

Linden Plaza Project The Linden Plaza Project focuses on enhancing the Linden 

Avenue beach-end to create a more inviting and visually 

appealing urban park that seamlessly transitions to Carpinteria 

Beach. The improvements aim to beautify the area, enriching the 

visitor experience while preserving its coastal charm. 

South Coast City of 

Carpinteria 

Lompoc Riverbend 

Sports Complex 

Concept Plan 

The 37-acre community park would include 4 baseball/softball 

fields; 3 soccer fields; a children’s play environment with tot lot, 

splash pad, and shade shelter; a 7,000 square-foot restaurant 

building with office and locker space below; outdoor patio 

space; a concession/restroom/storage area; 450-capacity 

concrete bleachers; and a ticket booth building 

Lompoc 

Valley 

City of Lompoc, 

County of Santa 

Barbara 

Ortega Park 

Revitalization Project 

The revitalization plan for Ortega Park includes public art, 

improved aquatics facilities, dedicated community gathering 

areas, a revitalized play space, an improved basketball court, a 

skate/multi-wheel park, and a sports field that could be used 

year-round. The project will also enhance access and parking 

along Ortega and Salsipuedes Streets.  

South Coast City of Santa 

Barbara 



5-38 Chapter 5.0: A Plan for Parks, Recreation, and Trails 

 

 

Project Description Location Agencies 

Parma Park 

Sustainable Trails 

Project 

The Parma Park Sustainable Trails Project aimed to improve and 

expand the trail system within one of Santa Barbara’s largest 

open space parks. Work included improvements to existing trails, 

the creation of new trails, decommissioning and restoration of 

realigned trails and access roads, and the addition of a new 

half-mile reduced-grade loop through a native habitat 

restoration site to allow all community members to enjoy the 

beauty of Parma Park. 

South Coast City of Santa 

Barbara 

Pioneer Park 

Renovation 

Renovations at the park include the construction of a new 

playground, fitness stations, and baseball fields. 

Lompoc 

Valley 

City of Lompoc 

Rincon Multi-Use 

Trail 

The Rincon Multi-Use Trail Project involves a new 0.5-mile-long 

multi-use trail connection between the City of Carpinteria near 

the Rincon Bluffs Preserve and Rincon Beach County Park. The 

proposed shared-use trail would be 16 feet wide (10-foot-wide 

path with 3-foot-wide shoulder) and would include a 160-foot 

clear-span pedestrian/bicycle bridge over the UPRR alignment. 

The project is currently being led by the City of Carpinteria and 

will be supported by County Parks.  

South Coast City of 

Carpinteria, 

County of Santa 

Barbara 

Santa Maria 

Community Sports 

Park 

Create the new Santa Maria Community Sports Park adjacent to 

Adam/Minami Park. Acquire 19.7 acres of land in the City of 

Santa Maria. Construct four new soccer fields, four half-court 

basketball courts, a walking/jogging trail with exercise stations, 

a playground, a plaza with an art wall, a restroom building, a 

maintenance area, a parking lot, and lighting and landscaping 

throughout the park. 

Santa Maria 

Valley 

City of Santa 

Maria  

Santa Ynez River 

Trail 

This project would create a new 4.5-mile-long multi-use trail 

corridor along the Santa Ynez River, extending from near Alisal 

Road in the City of Solvang to River View Park in the City of 

Buellton. The trail would be paved to serve pedestrians and 

bicyclists, and a separate, protected dirt trail would serve 

equestrians. Several alignment options have been developed by 

SBCAG in the Trail Suitability Analysis. The Recreation Master 

Santa Ynez 

Valley 

Santa Barbara 

County 

Association of 

Governments, 

County of Santa 

Barbara, City of 

Solvang, City of 
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Plan would help implement alignments within unincorporated 

areas where the County has permit jurisdiction, including 

segments within the Santa Ynez River corridor between the City 

of Solvang and the City of Buellton. This project would require 

partnerships between the SBCAG, the County, cities of Buellton 

and Solvang, and private landowners to acquire and build the 

trail. 

Buellton, private 

landowners 

Stow Canyon Open 

Space/San Pedro 

Creek Trail 

This county-owned parcel is currently a linear natural area along 

the San Pedro Creek that is unimproved. It is adjacent to the 

existing Stow Tennis Courts, which is a community park. This is a 

good opportunity for a dirt trail along the creek bank to connect 

Stow Canyon Rd and Covington Way, although further study and 

coordination with the county would be needed to test feasibility. 

South Coast City of Goleta, 

County of Santa 

Barbara 

UCSB/QAD 

Summerland Park & 

Trails 

This potential project includes an outdoor amphitheater, 

pickleball courts, and a lighted walking path connecting the 

sidewalks from the mobile home park to this site. Within steps of 

the amphitheater, there would be food and beverages, as well as 

public restrooms, including ADA-compliant facilities. This would 

include some shaded seating areas.  

South Coast UCSB 

Veterans Memorial 

Park Renovation 

The renovation of Veterans Memorial Park included a park 

redesign that consists of adding exercise stations, walking paths, 

a playground with inclusive features, and picnic areas. 

Renovations also included a memorial garden with a monument, 

benches, and a masonry wall with a mural. The parking area 

between the park and the Veterans Memorial Community Center 

was transformed to create an event plaza. The area in front of 

the Veterans Memorial Community Center has a patriotic 

atmosphere with flags, banners, artwork, and memorials to 

honor Veterans and inspire youth. 

Santa Maria 

Valley 

City of Santa 

Maria 
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Table 5-3. Planned Nonprofit/Nongovernmental Organization Projects in Santa Barbara County 

Project Description Location Organization 

Bill Wallace Trail 

Improvements 

This project would improve the existing Bill Wallace Trail within El 

Capitan State Park and connect with the historic abandoned Gato 

Trail in the Los Padres National Forest to create a new 8- to 9-

mile-long trail extending from US Hwy 101 to West Camino Cielo. 

The project would realign the existing Bill Wallace Trail west of El 

Capitan Canyon from existing dirt roads with unacceptable grades 

to a new trail that meets modern design standards. Realignment 

may include new switchbacks traversing both public and private 

land west of the canyon as needed to meet design standards. The 

project would also construct a new trail east of the El Capitan 

Canyon with a connection to the western trail to provide a loop 

trail opportunity. Improvements would also include a new small 

public parking lot (e.g., 8-10 spaces, including equestrian parking) 

east of the Canyon. 

South Coast Santa Barbara 

County Trails 

Council, County 

of Santa Barbara, 

California State 

Parks, private 

landowners 

Las Flores & Corral 

Canyons Trails 

This project would convert the existing major oil processing facility 

to a regional park, campground, and trail system when this facility 

is decommissioned over the next 20-25 years. After the cleanup of 

any contamination, the major graded pads that support oil 

operations could be repurposed to regional park facilities and a 

campground. Because this property borders the Los Padres 

National Forest, both Las Flores Creek and Corral Creek Canyons 

would provide direct access from this newly acquired public park 

to public lands. These two trails would each extend 6 to 7 miles to 

Refugio Road at the crest of the Santa Ynez Mountains to connect 

US Hwy 101 to forestlands.  

South Coast Santa Barbara 

County Trails 

Council, County 

of Santa Barbara, 

private 

landowners 

Lompoc (Bodger) 

Trails 

This project would construct approximately 5 miles of single-track 

dirt hiking and biking trails on an 82.22-acre parcel owned by the 

Lompoc Valley Parks, Recreation & Pool Foundation. The Project 

would restore and expand the existing trails, which were washed 

out during winter storms in 2023 and were only temporarily 

restored. The Project would include a new trail network of 6 

Lompoc 

Valley 

County Parks, 

Lompoc Trails 
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Project Description Location Organization 

segments, approximately 700 ft of elevation gain. In addition, the 

Project would construct a new compact, dirt parking lot along the 

site's northern edge to address the existing parking demand. 

Mariposa Reina 

Recreation Area & 

Trails 

This project would entail a new public open space with a trail 

system and recreation facilities, such as a campground and visitor 

center, along the Gaviota Coast. The project would lie north of US 

Hwy 101 at the former oil processing and support facilities for the 

Gaviota Marine Terminal. This area has substantial undeveloped 

open space, potentially along with several adjacent parcels, which 

would accommodate a trail system of initially approximately 4 

miles and could be expanded with off-site trail connections to 

State Parks and the Los Padres National Forest. 

South Coast Santa Barbara 

County Trails 

Council, County 

of Santa Barbara, 

California State 

Parks, private 

landowners 

Old Town Orcutt 

Neighborhood 

Park 

This project would develop and dedicate a neighborhood park as 

part of a pending private development. The park would include a 

new inclusive playground, open lawn play area, and sports fields 

and courts, as well as walking paths connecting to surrounding 

neighborhoods. 

Santa Maria 

Valley 

County Parks, 

Planning & 

Development 

Refugio Road Trail This project would provide expanded trails along Refugio Road on 

the Gaviota Coast. 

South Coast Santa Barbara 

County Trails 

Council, County 

of Santa Barbara, 

private 

landowners 

San Antonio Creek 

Trail Connector to 

San Marcos 

Foothills 

This project would involve new pedestrian safety and trail 

improvements to provide pedestrian and mountain biking access 

between the San Antonio Creek Trail and the San Marcos Foothills 

Preserve. The northern terminus and trailhead for the San Antonio 

Creek Trail is located only 650 feet from the boundary of the San 

Marcos Foothill Preserve across Hwy 154, but no pedestrian 

connection exists between these two recreational areas. The 

County would coordinate with Caltrans to install a new pedestrian 

crossing under or over the highway, along with roadway safety 

South Coast County Parks, 

Caltrans, private 

landowners 
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signage and potentially lighting.  Along the eastern side of Hwy 

154, the County would seek a new trail easement to existing trails 

within the San Marcos Foothills Preserve. 

Santa Maria 

Valley Rim Trails 

This project is a conceptual vision for the completion of 100 miles 

or more of trails ringing the Santa Maria Valley. The proposed trail 

system would extend from the Pacific Ocean at Rancho Guadalupe 

Dunes County Park and the County’s Point Sal Open Space more 

than 35 miles inland, roughly to Tepusquet Canyon Road. On the 

valley’s south side, the trail would traverse the slopes and crest of 

Casmalia and Solomon Hills from the area of Point Sal east to the 

vicinity of Foxen Canyon Road. The trail would traverse the valley 

bottom and the Santa Maria River, paralleling Tepusquet Canyon 

Road. It would loop north more than 10 miles along the rim of 

Power Line Canyon through private and federal lands along the 

western spur of the Sierra Madre Mountains before returning south 

along Power Line Canyon and Rancho Tepusquet Canyon Roads to 

the Santa Maria River. From Santa Maria Mesa Road, the trail 

would extend more than 25 miles west along the bank of the Santa 

Maria River to Rancho Guadalupe Dunes County Park. This rim trail 

concept would connect to existing recreational areas at Orcutt 

Hills, Los Flores Ranch, Rancho Guadalupe Dunes Park, and Point 

Sal. This concept would also include a series of approximately 20 

trailheads that can be used for daily recreational use, providing 

potential 3- to 5-mile subloops in those areas.  

Santa Maria 

Valley 

Santa Maria 

Valley Open 

Space, Santa 

Barbara County 

Trails Council, 

City of Santa 

Maria, County of 

Santa Barbara, 

private 

landowners 

Santa Ynez High 

School Aquatic 

Center 

This planned aquatics complex will be located on the Santa Ynez 

Valley Union High School campus and feature two pools: a 33-

meter competition pool for student athletes, local clubs, and lap 

swimmers, and a smaller 25-yard warm-water pool for swim 

instruction, aqua therapy, senior wellness, and low-cost public 

swim sessions. 

Santa Ynez 

Valley 

Santa Ynez Valley 

Community 

Aquatics 

Foundation, City 

of Solvang, 

County of Santa 

Barbara 
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Southside 

Neighborhood 

Park 

This project would develop a much-needed neighborhood park in 

the southern neighborhoods of Eastern Goleta Valley. To meet the 

needs of surrounding families, the project would include a tot lot 

designed for two-to-five-year-old children and a playground for 

children five years and up. The tot lot would include a low-to-the-

ground play structure, small slides, and crawling spaces. The 

playground would consist of features such as monkey bars, 

climbing structures, and swings. Other site improvements include 

new paths, benches, picnic tables, shade structures, and 

potentially a public restroom. 

South Coast County Parks, 

homeowners’ 

associations, 

private 

landowners 

 

 


