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4.0. Recreation Needs Assessment

To understand what types of parks, recreation, and trails are needed in Santa Barbara County, an assessment of how and
where the existing public parks and trails are either meeting or not meeting local demands must be prepared. The County
conducted a recreation needs assessment by combining several indicators for each recreation planning area and Santa
Barbara County as a whole. Because of the size, scale, and diversity of Santa Barbara County, this assessment considers
several types of indicators, both qualitative and quantitative, to give a broad perspective of the recreation level of service
provided countywide now and in the future. As described below, each indicator provides insight into unmet needs to inform
the recommendations and actions of the Recreation Master Plan. (see also Chapter 5.0, A Plan for Parks, Recreation, and
Trails, below).

41, RecreationNoeds Indicators 1M

Indicators are like gauges on a dashboard. They inform decision-making but do
not make those decisions. Rather, decisions are made using the information the

dashboard provides. Accordingly, County Parks conducted a Recreation Needs What are indicators?
Indicator Study using the following strategically selected indicators to help ensure

that the recommendations developed in the Recreation Master Plan are timely, Like gauges on a dashboard,
relevant, reliable, and comprehensive. The indicators are considered together with indicators are data that inform
input received through public feedback to help guide County Parks, its partner decision-making but do not

agencies, and the public toward recreation projects that meet evolving needs over
time. The results of the study are integrated with the recreation needs assessment
below.

make decision for us. Instead of
picking the destination, they
point us in the right direction.

4.2. Public Park Needs Assessment

The County analyzed the existing parks to determine the existing and future Public Park Level of Service (LOS) in Santa Barbara
County and within each of the five recreation planning areas. Public Park LOS indicators evaluate how parks serve the
community. Since the Recreation Master Plan considers regional recreation needs within 5 recreation planning areas that
comprise cities and surrounding unincorporated communities, the Recreation Master Plan considers how local parks compare
to similar regions in the nation. Public Park LOS indicators can also be compared to benchmarks set by similar agencies.
Benchmarks are published by the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) in its Agency Performance Review. These
indicators establish current conditions and direct future planning efforts toward recommended LOS targets. A summary of the
Recreation LOS metrics used to indicate needs is provided below.
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Indicator No. 1. Parkland LOS - Acres of Public Parks per 1,000 people

This indicator compares how much public parkland is available to a population. A low number could indicate overcrowding
and conflicting demands for the available facilities.

The County's adopted standard is 4.7 acres of public parkland per 1,000 people, and the Recreation Master Plan recognizes
this policy standard for unincorporated areas. This long-standing metric in the County was based on a 1978 needs assessment
conducted for the 1980 Land Use Element and has been used for park planning for over four decades. Even though this standard
is outdated, it still outperforms the current Parkland LOS for the State of California, which, as of 2020, provides only 3.7 acres
of parks per 1,000 people (Appendix D).

To understand current metrics and benchmarks for park planning, County Parks compared Santa Barbara County’s existing
Parkland LOS to the national average as a benchmark, based on the NRPA’s 2023 Annual Performance Review Report, as well
as comparing the recreation planning areas to national benchmarks for similar regions. As of 2023, the typical park and
recreation agency manages 10.8 acres of parkland per 1,000 people in its jurisdiction. However, the amount of parkland per
1,000 people varies according to the population of the area served by the agency; these form the Parkland LOS goals for the
Recreation Master Plan (Table 4-1).

Table 4-1. Recommended Goals for Parkland LOS based on Regional Population
Less than 20,000 13
20,000-49,999 11.3
50,000-99,999 11.2
100,000-250,000 8.9
>250,000 10.1
National Average 10.8

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D

Currently, Santa Barbara County provides 4.9 acres of parkland per 1,000 people, exceeding the County's adopted standard
but falling significantly short of typical parks and recreation agencies nationally (Table 4-2). Currently, Santa Maria Valley is
the only recreation planning area that falls short of meeting the County's adopted standard, with 3.5 acres of parkland per
1,000 people.
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Table 4-2.

Recreation Planning Area

Goal for Parkland LOS

Existing Parkland LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2025)

Existing Parkland LOS

Additional Acres Needed to
Reach Goal Parkland LOS

Cuyama Valley 13 48.2 0
Lompoc Valley 11.2 7.1 225
Santa Maria Valley 8.9 3.5 797
Santa Ynez Valley 13 111 37
South Coast 8.9 5.0 803
Countywide 10.8 4.9 2,669

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D

Note: Bold indicates need for additional public parkland acres

With population growth through 2050 to approximately 510,000 residents and no change to the current amount of public
parkland, Santa Barbara County would provide only 4.3 acres of parkland per 1,000 people, which indicates approximately
254 additional acres of parkland are needed at a minimum to maintain the County's adopted standard in 2050. By 2050, only
Cuyama Valley will have enough parkland to achieve the Parkland LOS goals. Further, Lompoc Valley and Santa Maria Valley
would not achieve the County's adopted standard. To achieve the Recreation Master Plan's Parkland LOS goals for each region,
the county needs over 3,300 additional acres of public parkland over the next 20 to 30 years (Table 4-3).

Table 4-3.

Recreation Planning Area

Goal for Parkland LOS

Future Parkland LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2050)

Future Parkland LOS

Additional Acres Needed to

Reach Goal Parkland LOS

Cuyama Valley 13 44.4 0
Lompoc Valley 11.2 6.3 306
Santa Maria Valley 8.9 3.0 996
Santa Ynez Valley 13 9.9 65
South Coast 8.9 4.7 929
Countywide 10.8 4.3 3,312

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D

Note: Bold indicates need for additional public parkland acres
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Indicator No. 2. Park Count LOS - Total People per Public Park

This indicator compares the total number of parks serving a population. A high number could indicate overcrowding and
conflicting demands for available facilities.

As of 2023, the typical park and recreation agency serves 2,287 people per public park (Appendix D). However, the number of
people served per park varies according to the population of the area served by the agency; these form the Park Count LOS
goals for the Recreation Master Plan (Table 4-4).

Table 4-4. Recommended Goals for Park County LOS based on Regional Population
Total Population I;Auab)::::n;;kpeople per
Less than 20,000 1,225
20,000-49,999 2,014
50,000-99,999 2,240
100,000-250,000 3,240
>250,000 5,791
National Average 2,287

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D

Currently, Santa Barbara County serves an average of 2,648 people per park, exceeding typical parks and recreation agencies
nationally and indicating that the county needs at least 27 additional parks (Table 4-5). Santa Maria Valley and Lompoc
Valley currently exceed the Park Count LOS goals by population size.
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Table 4-5. Existing Park Count LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2025)

Recreation Planning Area Goal for Park Count LOS Existing Park Count LOS Qggltrio:::kpg;t:tl\lfggZdozc;
Cuyama Valley 1,225 298 0

Lompoc Valley 2,240 2,885 6

Santa Maria Valley 3,240 3,263 1

Santa Ynez Valley 2,041 1,596 0

South Coast 2,340 2,267 0

Countywide 2,287 2,648 27

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D

Note: Bold indicates need for additional parks

With population growth through 2050, Santa Barbara County would serve 2,998 people per park, which indicates
approximately 53 additional parks are needed to achieve the Recreation Master Plan's goals by 2050 (Table 4-6). By 2050,
only Cuyama Valley and Santa Ynez Valley would have enough parks to achieve the Park Count LOS goal, and Lompoc Valley,
Santa Maria Valley, and the South Coast would not achieve the Park Count LOS goal.

Table 4-6. Future Park Count LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2050)

Recreation Planning Area Goal for Park Count LOS Future Park Count LOS nglt;o:::kpg;ﬁ:tl\lfggZdozc;
Cuyama Valley 1,225 324 0

Lompoc Valley 2,240 3,267 9

Santa Maria Valley 3,240 3,758 8

Santa Ynez Valley 2,041 1,777 0

South Coast 2,340 2,420 4

Countywide 2,287 2,998 53

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D
Note: Bold indicates need for additional parks



4-6 Chapter 4.0: Recreation Needs Assessment

Indicator No. 3. Key Facility LOS — Total People per Recreation Facility Type

This indicator evaluates whether parks provide enough key recreation facilities to serve demand. A high number could
indicate overcrowding. This evaluation could also indicate missing facilities.

The number of people served per key facility varies by facility type based on national averages; these form the Key Facility
LOS goals for the Recreation Master Plan (Table 4-7).

Table 4-7. Recommended Goals for Key Facility LOS

Key Recreation Facilities Maximum Population per Facility

Baseball-Softball Fields 6,339
Soccer Fields 11,541
Football/Multi-Sport Fields | 90,017
Tennis Courts* 9,576
Pickleball Courts* 15,520
Basketball Courts 7,896
Skate Parks 75,014
Bike/Pump Tracks 90,017
Dog Parks Off Leash 40,917
Disc Golf 56,261
Playgrounds 3,659
Public Pools 50,009
Community Centers 22,504
Public Gymnasiums 112,521

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D
* May be combined in one facility designed for both pickleball and tennis

Currently, Santa Barbara County needs soccer and multi-sport fields, tennis and pickleball courts, basketball courts, skate
parks, public pools and aquatic facilities, and public gymnasiums (Table 4-8).
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Table 4-8. Existing Key Facility LOS Countywide (2025)

Additional

Key Recreation Facilities Total Fqc.ilities PoI:).u‘Iation Per Goa.l.for Key Facilities Needed

Countywide Facility Facility LOS to Reach Key

Facility LOS Goal

Baseball-Softball Fields 71 6,339 6,863 0

Soccer Fields 39 11,541 7,228 24

Football/Multi-Sport Fields 5 90,017 9,177 45

Tennis Courts 43 10,467 5,860 30

Pickleball Courts 31 14,519 13,922 4

Basketball Courts 57 7,896 7,404 4

Skate Parks 6 75,014 53,114 3

Bike/Pump Tracks 5 90,017 1,205,270 0

Dog Parks Off Leash 11 40,917 43,532 0

Disc Golf 8 56,261 69,355 0

Playgrounds 123 3,659 3,759 0

Public Pools 8 56,261 38,635 3

Community Centers 20 22,504 29,494 0

Public Gymnasiums 4 112,521 31,215 11

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D

Note: Bold indicates need for additional key recreation facilities

By 2050, Santa Barbara County will also need baseball/softball fields, off-leash dog parks, and playgrounds. These needs are
most severe in Santa Ynez Valley, Lompoc Valley, and Santa Maria Valley, although all regions will require different facilities
to meet future needs (Table 4-9).
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Table 4-9. Future Key Facility LOS Countywide (2050)

Key Recreation Facilities

Total Facilities
Countywide

Population Per
Facility

Goal for Key
Facility LOS

Additional
Facilities Needed
to Reach Key
Facility LOS Goal

Baseball-Softball Fields 71 7,179 6,863 4
Soccer Fields 39 13,069 7,228 32
Football/Multi-Sport Fields 5 101,939 9,177 51
Tennis Courts 43 10,845 5,860 40
Pickleball Courts 31 17,576 13,922 8
Basketball Courts 57 8,942 7,404 12
Skate Parks 6 84,950 53,114 4
Bike/Pump Tracks 5 101,939 1,205,270

Dog Parks Off Leash 11 46,336 43,532 1
Disc Golf 8 63,712 69,355 0
Playgrounds 123 4,144 3,759 13
Public Pools 8 56,633 38,635 5
Community Centers 20 25,485 29,494 0
Public Gymnasiums 4 127,424 31,215 13

Source: NRPA 2023; Appendix D

Note: Bold indicates need for additional key recreation facilities
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Maintaining Recreation Facilities

Santa Barbara County’s parks system faces persistent and growing needs related to the maintenance, repair, and
modernization of its existing facilities. Many parks are aging and require ongoing investment to address deferred maintenance
issues such as deteriorating infrastructure, outdated amenities, and safety upgrades. Common needs include repairing or
replacing roofs, restrooms, playgrounds, irrigation systems, and pavement, as well as improving accessibility and energy
efficiency. Despite efforts to prioritize and fund critical projects, a significant portion of the system’s capital needs remains
unfunded, creating a backlog that impacts service quality and user experience. These challenges underscore the importance
of long-term capital planning, sustainable funding strategies, and community engagement to ensure that parks remain safe,
functional, and welcoming for all residents.

4.3. Park Accessibility & Availability Needs Assessment

In addition to considering whether the county is served by enough parks, recreation planning must consider whether the
location of parks supports high levels of public access and availability to all user groups. Parks located far from neighborhoods,
or accessible only via roadways without sidewalks, bikeways, or other active transportation mode, may not be safely
accessible to children, seniors, and others with limited access to access to a personal vehicle. As a goal of the Recreation
Master Plan is to ensure access to parks for all, the Recreation Indicators Study also evaluated the accessibility of parks in the
county, including how feasible walking to parks is in each recreation planning area and whether parks are accessible via active
transportation such as bicycles and public transportation, as summarized below.

Indicator No. 4. Neighborhood Access LOS - Average Population within walking distance of a public park

This indicator compares the walkability of each recreation planning area by estimating the average number of people who
live within 1/4 mile of a park, which is a reasonable distance to walk and takes about 15 minutes. A higher number indicates
that parks are generally located close to where people live and are more walkable. A lower number indicates that more
parks are needed closer to where people live.
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Table 4-10. Average Population within % mile of a Public Park by Recreation Planning Area

Santa Ynez Valley _ 311
Cuyama Valley 0
0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500

The most walkable region is the South Coast, where an average of 2,094 people live within 1/4 mile of a park. The least
walkable regions are the Cuyama Valley, where no one lives within 1/4 mile of a park, and the Santa Ynez Valley, where an
average of 311 people live near a park. A priority should be placed on citing new parks near existing and future neighborhoods
to ensure walkability and accessibility in these regions and reduce the need for vehicle trips and travel time to reach recreation
(Table 4-10).

Indicator No. 5. Active Transportation LOS - Active transportation access to a public park

This indicator assesses each recreation planning area based on how parks serve active transportation facilities, including
sidewalks, bike lanes or paths, or public transportation such as transit stops and high-quality transit corridors (HQTC). This
evaluation aligns with the Active Transportation Plan prepared by the County in coordination with SBCAG. This assessment
helps indicate where improvements to transportation infrastructure could help park visitors use non-vehicular modes to
reach recreation.
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Table 4-11. Total Parks with Access to Active Transportation Modes by Recreation Planning Area

80 75

70 63

60

50 43

40

30 28

20 0 15 0 -

0 _— [
Cuyama Valley Lompoc Valley Santa Maria Valley Santa Ynez Valley South Coast

B Parks in HQTC B Parks near Major Transit Stop
B Parks with Bicycle Connections Parks with Sidewalk Connections

The South Coast has the most parks with sidewalks and bicycle connections to surrounding communities. The South Coast also
has the most parks within an HQTC or near transit stops. Cuyama Valley and Santa Ynez Valley have the fewest parks with
sidewalks or bicycle connections, and no major public transportation serves the parks. Consistent with the Active
Transportation Plan, a priority should be placed on extending sidewalks, walking paths, bicycle lanes and paths, and transit
services to serve existing and future parks, particularly regional and community parks that host competitive sports and after-
school programs (Table 4-11).

4.4, Trail Needs Assessment

County Parks analyzed the existing trails to determine the existing and future Trail LOS in Santa Barbara County and within
each of the five recreation planning areas. Trail LOS indicators evaluate how trails serve the community. The Recreation Master
Plan considers the total miles of local trails (i.e., non-federal and non-state) relative to population countywide and in each
recreation planning area. Local metrics are used for trail needs assessment since national benchmarks for similar trail metrics
are not currently available, and trail conditions vary widely depending on local conditions and jurisdictional boundaries. These
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local metrics establish current conditions to inform trail planning, including drawing attention to underserved communities. A
summary of the Trail LOS metrics used to indicate needs is provided below.

Indicator No. 6. Trail LOS — Miles of trails per 1,000 people

This indicator compares how many miles of trails are available to a population. A low number could indicate overcrowding
and conflicting demands for the available facilities. When considering existing Trail LOS in the five recreation planning areas
only, Santa Barbara County provides an average of 2.2 miles of trails per 1,000 people and a median of 0.9 miles of trails per
1,000 people. The Recreation Master Plan uses this range to help identify the areas of the county most in need of additional
trails and provide an aspirational target for planning purposes.

Figure 4-1. Trail LOS Range Based on Existing Local Trail Conditions in Recreation Planning Areas

Aspirational target: 2.2 trail miles per 1,000 people
(average)

Minimum target: 0.9 trail miles per 1,000 people
(median)

Source: See Section 3.2, Public Trails; Appendix D

Based on these indicators, Santa Barbara County would benefit from at least 90 more miles of trails, primarily in Lompoc
Valley and Santa Maria Valley, to create similar trail conditions in all recreation planning areas. However, to achieve the goal
of 2.2 miles of trails per 1,000 people, Santa Barbara County needs over 670 additional miles within the five recreation planning
areas (Table 4-12). This need may be offset with trails provided in accessible areas within federal lands, such as the front-
country of Los Padres National Forest within the South Coast.



Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan 4-13

Table 4-12. Existing Trail LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2025)

Recreation Planning Area  Goal for Trail LOS Existing Trail LOS Qgglt:lo:r::"-r Eglsl I:;I(i)laels Needed to
Cuyama Valley 2.2 6.2 0

Lompoc Valley 2.2 0.1 115

Santa Maria Valley 2.2 0.3 273

Santa Ynez Valley 2.2 3.4 0

South Coast 2.2 0.9 272

Countywide 2.2 0.7 677

See Section 3.2, Public Trails; Appendix D
Note: Bold indicates need for additional key recreation facilities

To maintain this Trail LOS by 2050, at least 51 additional miles of trails would be needed for a total of 141 more miles of trails,
including on the South Coast. However, to achieve the goal of 2.2 miles of trails per 1,000 people by 2050, Santa Barbara
County needs over 670 additional miles within the five recreation planning areas (Table 4-13). While these needs are most
apparent in Lompoc Valley, Santa Maria Valley, and the South Coast, trails are the most popular form of recreation countywide,
and all regions, including Santa Ynez Valley and Cuyama Valley, would benefit from more trails (see Section 4.5, Recreation
Facility Needs Indicated by the Recreation Survey Results).

Table 4-13. Future Trail LOS by Recreation Planning Area (2050)

Recreation Planning Area | Goal for Trail LOS Future Trail LOS :::::tlio':rzlil-r [glsl ZT:IS Needed to
Cuyama Valley 2.2 5.7 0]

Lompoc Valley 2.2 0.1 131

Santa Maria Valley 2.2 0.3 321

Santa Ynez Valley 2.2 3.1 0

South Coast 2.2 0.8 303

Countywide 2.2 0.6 806

Source: Appendix D
Note: Bold indicates need for additional key recreation facilities
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4.5. Recreation Facility Needs Indicated by the Recreation Survey Results

The Recreation Surveys (Appendix A) indicate a wide range of needs for specific recreation facilities in the county. Requests
for more facilities with improved access and maintenance range from public trails to campgrounds to sports fields and courts,
and aquatic facilities with cooling features. A strong theme heard through the community outreach conducted for the
Recreation Master Plan was a need for more local facilities to support youth and adult sports leagues and recreational play
to reduce the need to leave the county for competitive sports. Additionally, the community reported a strong need for trails to
serve hikers, mountain bikers, horseback riders, and other non-motorized users, including specialized facilities for specific
users, such as equestrian-only facilities and bike parks, such as single-track downhill facilities for mountain bikes and BMX
pump track facilities. While the Recreation Master Plan considers all ideas and suggestions, in summary, the top 10 new and
improved recreation facilities needed countywide include a balance of higher-intensity recreation facilities, such as sports and
aquatic complexes, with lower-intensity outdoor recreation, such as campgrounds, trails, and disc golf courses (Figure 4-2).

Figure 4-2. Top Ten Recreation Facility Needs based on Community Engagement

Sports complexes with
Trails for hiking, outdoor fields and
biking, and riding courts, as well as

indoor sports facilities,

Community pools,
aquatic centers, and
splash zones

BMX/mountain bike
parks and skate parks

Soccer fields and Tennis & pickleball

Basketball courts Bose!ooll/softboll
goals courts diamonds

Campgrounds Disc golf courses

Appendix A
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When survey results were analyzed based on recreation planning areas, several of these recreation needs fell within the top
five for each (Figure 4-3). Priorities change by location, and unique needs arise in some places, such as volleyball in Santa
Ynez Valley and creative/interactive playgrounds on the South Coast. Consistently, trails, sports field complexes, and aquatic
centers were among the most popular needs in all five regions.

Figure 4-3. Top Five Recreation Facility Needs by Recreation Planning Area
4 N [ N [ N )
Santa Maria Lompoc Santa Ynez Cuyama

Valley Valley Valley Valley South Coast

Sports complex with

ez e Bl outdoor & indoor sports

Hiking & horse trails

Hiking & horse trails

Pools/splash
pads/cooling features

Sports complex with

Trails and bike paths T

Playgrounds

Sports complex/soccer

Pickleball/tennis Pickleball/tennis Sports fields & courts

fields

Disc golf Disc golf

Camping

Dog park

Pickleball/tennis Skate/BMX Volleyball Pickleball
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Appendix A

The Recreation Survey also informed County Parks about key issues to address through park and trail planning, as well as
facility management and operations. Key opportunities include upgrading or repairing existing playgrounds, restrooms, trash
cans, and water fountains, providing better turf and weed management, and installing natural playscapes and other
improvements for children to safely explore outdoors. Additional park rangers could better enforce County Parks rules, and
additional maintenance staff could provide cleaner and higher-quality park facilities. Many community members desire
extended park hours, particularly for open recreational swimming in public pools, and lighting for nighttime play and sports
leagues. A strong desire was expressed for more recreation and sports programs to engage and protect kids ' health and well-
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being, as well as more community events in parks, like music, movies, art, and celebrations or public gatherings. Lastly, the
community showed support for interagency coordination and public-private partnerships to make building public parks and
trails more efficient and feasible.

Through community engagement, County Parks also heard about the needs of specific user groups, including off-leash dog
recreation, horseback riding and equestrian recreation, and mountain biking. The popularity of these forms of recreation relates
to Santa Barbara County's history, geography, climate, and culture. Often, these user groups seek out the same locations,
including trails, beaches, and open space areas. These unique needs and the balance between them are recognized in the
Recreation Master Plan.

Santa Barbara County is a pet-friendly place! Through survey
results and community engagement, County Parks understands
there is a need for facilities that support off-leash dog recreation
and equestrian activities and trail riding. Santa Barbara County has
11 off-leash dog parks, including one off-leash beach in the City of
Santa Barbara, accessed at Arroyo Burro County Park on the South
Coast. There are no dedicated off-leash trails in local parks and
open spaces. Further, several open spaces support horse trail
riding, including Los Flores Ranch and Ellwood Mesa Open Space,
as well as beach riding, but there are no public equestrian facilities,
including barns, stables, arenas, or boarding. There is also only one
dedicated equestrian trail in the county on the north shore of Lake ) :
Cachuma, with a trailhead at Live Oak Campground. Additionally, ey jalie )
Santa Barbara County's terrain supports world-class mountain  Recreation needs are ever-changing, including for our
biking, particularly on front-country trails of the South Coast and  community’s animal companions! Recreation for horses

the dirt roads in the Los Padres National Forest, Santa Ynez Valley, and dogs is a component of the Recreation Master Plan.
Cuyama Valley, and Lompoc Valley. However, no mountain bike  Photo: Lompoc Record

terrain parks or dedicated downhill courses exist in Santa Barbara

County. While in most cases, County Parks provides multi-use facilities and aims to support public use by all groups, the safety
and enjoyment of all users is a factor for the Recreation Master Plan. Through community outreach, County Parks heard support
for recreation that involves dogs, horses, and mountain bikes, though not necessarily together.

R S
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4.6. Recreation Needs for Existing and Future Residents

Demand for new parks and trails is very high in Santa Barbara County. Public input
and analysis of countywide recreation needs conducted for the Recreation Master
Plan indicate that communities seek more extensive and higher quality public trails
for hiking, active parks that provide sports fields and courts, neighborhood parks in
underserved areas, aquatic facilities for swimming and cooling, public equestrian
trails and facilities, campgrounds, coastal access, and mountain bike/BMX trails and
track parks. Demand is highest in areas that lack equitable access to these
recreational facilities, such as Eastern Goleta Valley, Mission Hills, Los Olivos, Santa
Ynez, and many neighborhoods in Orcutt.

Further, existing parkland may not meet all needs for recreational activities and is
often not located conveniently to serve all residents equitably, particularly when using
active transportation modes such as walking, biking, or public transit. For example,
Eastern Goleta Valley and central Orcutt lack sufficient public parks within reasonable
walking or biking distance for most residents. Smaller communities commonly
struggle to provide adequate public parks and trails, including Mission
Hills/Vandenberg Village in the Lompoc Valley and Los Olivos in the Santa Ynez
Valley. Similarly, several cities also face challenges. Further, some communities, such
as those in the Eastern Goleta Valley or Santa Ynez Valley, lack easy access to
extended rural hiking trails, and residents must drive to more distant trail
opportunities such as those in Montecito or the Los Padres National Forest.

Looking ahead to increasing demands for parks and trails, housing is planned in
unincorporated communities, which would substantially increase the county’s
population with thousands of new residents not currently addressed in this Recreation
Needs Assessment. Most new housing is planned for the South Coast, including
Eastern Goleta Valley, where residents are already underserved by existing parks and
trails. New residents will result in a substantial increase in the need for new public
parkland under existing County standards or far greater amounts of new public
parkland under NRPA national benchmarks. Estimated growth would require at least
254 acres and up to 3,300 acres of new parkland and at least 141 miles and up to 806
miles of new public trails to increase outdoor recreation to meet the needs of existing
and future residents. The Recreation Master Plan plans for many County Parks’
projects to help meet these needs, but County Parks cannot achieve these goals alone.
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Multi-sport complexes serve a wide
range of youth and adult recreation
needs and support local recreation
businesses. Photo: Paradise Coast

Camping brings visitors of all ages to
enjoy the outdoors and supports
economic vitality and low-cost
overnight accommodations. Photo: KOA



