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3.0. Existing Parks and Trails 
Recreation in Santa Barbara County takes place at parks, beaches, 

campgrounds, trails, open space areas, and outdoor/indoor 

recreation facilities in distinct communities. Community 

engagement for the Recreation Master Plan indicates that the most 

popular recreation facilities in the county include trails, beaches, 

campgrounds, playgrounds, pools, dog parks, sports fields and 

courts, community gardens, gyms, skate and BMX parks, golf and 

disc golf, and outdoor fitness and exploration (Appendix C). The 

county’s recreation system serves residents from unincorporated 

and incorporated communities, as well as visitors from near and 

far. 

A key step in the recreation planning process involves 

understanding the parks, recreation, and trail facilities currently 

available and assessing how that system is serving existing 

populations. To establish a clear vision for the future of parks, 

recreation, and trails in Santa Barbara County, this section 

evaluates the existing parks, trails, and open space to help 

understand where recreation facilities are meeting community 

needs and where there may be gaps.  

This chapter provides a summary of a comprehensive inventory and assessment of the county’s public parkland and 

recreational facilities and programs in each of the county’s recreation planning areas (refer to Section 2.8, Recreation Planning 

Areas).  

The parks, recreation, and trails analyzed in this chapter correspond to an interactive GIS-based map of the parkland and trail 

inventories, available online at www.SBCRecPlan.com. 

“The County hosts an incredible network of parks and trails that offer recreation and ecosystem service benefits to 
all who live and play here, but access to these benefits is a challenge for many of the County’s citizens.” 

Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint (2018) 

 
Public parks support sustainable communities with 

outdoor play, exercise, youth and adult sports, and 

community identity. Photo: Conejo Valley Events 

http://www.sbcrecplan.com/
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3.1. Public Parks & Open Space 

Santa Barbara County is renowned for its outdoor beauty and 

recreation opportunities provided by public parks and open 

spaces. Beaches and blufftop open spaces, high-quality parks 

with playgrounds and sports facilities, and public open space 

preserves, along with a mild climate, support year-round 

recreation. Parks support a diversity of sports and recreation 

activities while also conserving natural resources and supporting 

healthy lifestyles and sustainable communities.  

As a basis for park planning and needs assessment, an inventory 

of public parks and open space countywide was developed for 

the following property types: 

• Public Parkland. 170 properties (2,192 acres) providing free, 

accessible public recreation facilities  

• Limited Access Parkland. 49 properties (149,968 acres) 

providing fee-based or limited access (e.g., docent-led, 

reservation-only) recreational opportunities 

• Public Open Space. 83 properties (655,228 acres) providing 

public open space primarily for natural resources and low-

impact outdoor recreation, such as natural trails or 

birdwatching in designated areas 

Each property in the inventory is assessed based on type, size, 

location, owner, service area and population, recreation 

facilities, and accessibility (Figure 3-1). These aspects are 

reviewed for each property included in the inventory map.  

 
Public open spaces like the San Marcos Foothills (pictured) 

conserve undeveloped land for wilderness and outdoor 

exploration. Photo: lotsafunmaps.com 

 
Public parkland like Orcutt Community Park (pictured) 

combine recreation and leisure with land conservation to 

provide playgrounds, sports fields/courts, and picnic and 

gathering areas. Public parkland can also trails in public 

open spaces like the Orcutt Hills. Photo: County Parks 
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Figure 3-1. Public Parkland Characteristics Analyzed in the Inventory  

 

 

Private commercial recreation is also available in the county, such as golf courses, country clubs, and bowling alleys. Private 

properties that have recreational value to select groups (e.g., homeowners associations, members of clubs or organizations) 

are also available. However, these types of recreational uses are not captured in the inventory of public recreation resources 

analyzed in this chapter. 
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Figure 3-2. Existing Parkland by Status/Accessibility (Acres) 

As the Recreation Master Plan’s goal is to plan public recreation, 

public parkland is the basis for local parks and recreation 

planning.  

Approximately 2,192 acres of public parkland provide free, 

accessible parks and recreation facilities in Santa Barbara 

County (Figure 3-3). An estimated 715 acres of this public 

parkland is provided by County Parks with a wide range of 

facilities, including sports courts and fields, playgrounds, public 

pools, off-leash dog areas, disc golf, and campgrounds. The 

remaining 1,477 acres of public parkland are provided primarily 

by cities and special recreation districts such as the Isla Vista 

Recreation and Parks District (IVRPD) and the Cuyama Valley 

Recreation District (CVRD), as well as the State of California. 

Public parkland in Santa Barbara County supports access to 

outdoor recreation, sports, and play. Most of the parkland is 

located on the South Coast, including Goleta, Santa Barbara, and 

2,192

149,968

655,228
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Public Open Space

 
Public parkland is free, openly accessible, and provides a 

diversity of facilities to meet a range of recreational needs. 

Photo: Lompoc Record 
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Carpinteria. Santa Maria Valley, including Santa Maria, Orcutt, and Guadalupe, provides nearly a quarter of the parkland. 

Parkland in Lompoc Valley serves Lompoc, Vandenberg Village, and Mission Hills/Mesa Oaks. Santa Ynez Valley parkland is 

provided primarily by Solvang and Buellton. Cuyama Valley's public parkland is provided by one park located in New Cuyama. 

Figure 3-3. Public Parkland by Recreation Planning Area (Acres) 
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A. Public Parkland  

Using the inventory of existing public parkland in Santa Barbara County, County 

Parks assessed how parks are distributed between the recreation planning areas and 

what type of parks are provided to the public. As the Recreation Master Plan’s goal 

is to plan for public recreation, this section describes existing public parkland in 

Santa Barbara County, as defined here:  

• Public parkland has recreation value that is openly accessible to the public with 

little to no barriers to entry.  

• Public parkland includes parks, open spaces, and trail networks with free or low-

cost entry and/or parking.  

• Public parkland is relatively easy to access from communities (i.e., the travel 

distance or mode does not present a significant barrier to public access).  

• Public parkland includes features, including outdoor and indoor amenities, that 

support the recreational needs of the community. 

Parks in Santa Barbara County can be categorized into five park types based on the 

National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) guidelines and local conditions (Table 3-1). These classifications help to 

characterize the existing parks and recreation system and guide its future development. Each park type serves a specific need 

in the community and provides a range of features that are typical for each. A summary of existing public parks by type is 

provided below, including the total number and combined total acres in Santa Barbara County. 

Table 3-1. Park Types in Santa Barbara County 

Park Types Description Total # 
Total 

Acres 

Pocket Park Pocket parks (aka, tot lots, mini parks) are typically the smallest parks 

serving limited, isolated, or unique recreation needs of populations within 

about a ¼-mile radius. Pocket parks are generally smaller than one to two 

acres in size. These parks may be either active or passive. Typically, pocket 

parks address a specific recreational need in the immediate vicinity, such 

as demand for a playground or an open lawn area. As pocket parks are 

typically locally serving, off-street parking and restrooms are often not 

11 pocket 

parks 

4 acres 

What is Public Parkland? 

Open to the public 

Free or low-cost 

Easy to access 

Nearby 

Existing outdoor and/or 

indoor recreation facilities 
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Park Types Description Total # 
Total 

Acres 

provided. Sidewalks and bike paths connecting pocket parks to the 

surrounding neighborhood are important to ensure accessibility and safety. 

Neighborhood 

Park 

Neighborhood parks serve a variety of age groups within approximately a 

½-mile radius. Depending on the neighborhood, these parks may range in 

size from 1 to 15 acres. Neighborhood parks typically include a combination 

of active and passive recreation activities. Sports fields and courts, 

playgrounds, and trails are common, and occasionally restrooms are 

provided. Passive recreation facilities may include trails, picnic areas, 

seating, and gathering areas. Facilities are generally unlighted, and off-

street parking is limited or not provided. Sidewalks and bike paths 

connecting pocket parks to the surrounding neighborhood are important to 

ensure accessibility and safety. 

100 

neighborhood 

parks 

382 acres 

Community 

Park 

Community parks generally serve several neighborhoods within a one- to 

five-mile radius. Community parks can range in size from 15 to 100 acres. 

The community park may include outdoor and indoor facilities for 

competitive sports such as swimming, tennis, pickleball, soccer, 

baseball/softball, basketball, volleyball, and others, as well as 

playgrounds, trails and pathways, picnic and group event areas, restrooms, 

and lighting.  

43 

community 

parks 

1,202 

acres 

Regional Park Regional parks are large, multi-use parks that serve several communities 

within a region. Regional parks are typically 100 acres or larger and serve 

those areas within an hour’s drive. The regional park offers a diverse range 

of recreation opportunities, catering to both active and passive interests, 

with a wide selection of facilities suitable for all age groups. Indoor and 

outdoor competitive sports facilities support active recreation and leagues, 

plus natural open space areas for outdoor exploration and resource 

conservation, as well as picnic and group event areas, restrooms, and 

lighting.  

3 regional 

parks 

360 acres 

Beach Park Beach parks provide public coastal access with complementary 

recreational facilities such as open lawn, BBQs, volleyball or other sports 

courts, playgrounds, and/or walking trails or boardwalks. Often, beach 

11 beach 

parks 

244 acres 
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Park Types Description Total # 
Total 

Acres 

parks provide public parking either free or with day-use fees and are 

accessed by local roads and bus routes, as well as sidewalks and bike 

paths to support neighborhood access. Beach parks can also provide 

campgrounds, restaurants, or other concessions to serve visitors during the 

day or overnight. 

 TOTAL 163 parks 2,192 

acres 

Figure 3-4. Public Parks by Type by Recreation Planning Area (Acres) 

 

0

38.9

3.5 0

201.3

0

295.6
283.2

185.2

438.2

28.8

53.8

88.1

185.2 184.2

0 0.6 0.4

26.8

3.20 0

134.2

0

226.1

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

500

Cuyama Valley Lompoc Valley Santa Maria Valley Santa Ynez Valley South Coast

Beach Community Neighborhood Pocket Regional



Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan 3-9 

 

 

Public parks in Santa Barbara County provide a wide array of recreation facilities to support active sports, exercise, play, and 

recreation needs in each community. From time-tested essentials such as playgrounds, baseball diamonds, soccer fields, and 

basketball courts to emerging high-demand facilities like pickleball courts, disc golf courses, off-leash dog areas, and aquatic 

facilities, the Recreation Master Plan includes a countywide inventory of known recreation facilities within public parks. These 

essential facilities support community well-being and sustainability, supporting many interests and activities for all ages and 

abilities. A summary of the total number of each facility type analyzed for the Recreation Master Plan is provided below. 

Figure 3-5. Total Public Recreation Facilities in Santa Barbara County 
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B. Campgrounds 

As a popular destination for travelers seeking outdoor adventures, 

Santa Barbara County also has 20 campgrounds in local public 

parks or State Parks. County Parks provides two popular 

campgrounds at Lake Cachuma and Jalama Beach County Parks.  

Jalama Beach County Park is currently the only campground owned 

by County Parks (see below for information about the Lake 

Cachuma Recreation Area). The park was donated to the County 

after 1943 by the Atlantic Richfield Oil Company. Jalama Beach has 

since been a popular location for camping, surfing, windsurfing, 

beachgoing, and cycling, and is the only public coastal access point 

along more than 40 miles of northern Santa Barbara County 

shoreline. Jalama Campground provides 117 campsites with picnic 

tables and BBQ pits, as well as two group campsites. 68 sites are 

designated as tent campsites and 49 as RV sites; 37 sites offer 

electrical hookups for RVs. There are also cabins with an ocean-

view porch. Amenities include restrooms, a coin-operated hot shower building, a dump station, a basketball court, and a 

children’s playground. The Jalama Beach Store and Grill provides an onsite restaurant with groceries, camp gear, and 

souvenirs. Support facilities include 4 ranger residences, a workshop, an off-site water well, 2 onsite potable water tanks, 

onsite wastewater disposal via septic systems, and electricity. 

California State Parks also provides camping at Gaviota State Park, Refugio State Beach, and El Capitan State Beach. 

Additional camping and backpacking facilities are provided within the Los Padres National Forest. 

C. Federal and State Parks and Open Space 

While public parkland is the focus of the Recreation Master Plan, the value and unique resources provided by Santa Barbara 

County's public open spaces and limited access parklands are recognized as substantial pieces of the natural resource and 

outdoor recreation landscape. Los Padres National Forest contributes over 630,000 acres of public wilderness and backcountry 

with over 770 miles of trails. The National Forest supports natural resource conservation and unique outdoor recreational 

activities such as camping, hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding. California State Parks provides approximately 8,345 

acres of public open space with three campgrounds and approximately 7 miles of trails. 

  

 
County Parks provides two of the 20 public campgrounds 

in Santa Barbara County, including Jalama Beach located 

on the spectacular coastline of Lompoc Valley. Photo: 

County Parks 
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Lake Cachuma Recreation Area 
The Lake Cachuma Recreation Area is located in the Santa Ynez Valley, approximately 12 miles east of Solvang 

and 22 miles northwest of Santa Barbara. Lake Cachuma was created by the construction of Bradbury Dam by 

the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation in 1953. The name "Cachuma" comes from the Chumash village "Aquitsumu", 

which in the Barbareño Chumash language translates to "sign". The 9,500-acre Lake Cachuma Recreation Area 

is owned by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and managed by County Parks. Since Lake Cachuma is a drinking 

water reservoir for Santa Barbara County, swimming is not currently allowed, but the lake anchors a wide variety 

of recreational activities, including fishing, camping, disc golf, mountain biking, hiking, and horseback riding.  

On the southwestern side of the lake, Cachuma Lake Campground offers several hundred sites that can 

accommodate tents and/or self-contained RVs, as well as group camping. Over 100 full hookup sites provide 

dedicated electrical, water, and sewer, and over 30 partial hookups with dedicated electrical and water. Eight 

cabin sites are equipped with electricity, full bathrooms, kitchenettes, living rooms, and private porches. Each site 

has a permanent fire pit/ring and picnic table with access to hot showers, restrooms, two pools, and dump station, 

and potable water nearby. The Cachuma Store provides gasoline, groceries, camping gear, and souvenirs, and an 

onsite restaurant, Hook’d Bar & Grill, is available. There is a boat and kayak rental facility with a bait and tackle 

shop where fishing licenses can be purchased. The lake is stocked with rainbow trout throughout the winter 

season, and fishing is open all year from shore or boat. There are five miles of hiking trails within the park, and 

Los Padres National Forest trails are close by. A variety of programs include wildlife lake cruises, nature walks, 

junior ranger programs, and campfire programs.  

The Cachuma Lake Disc Golf Course is an 18-hole course featuring concrete tees and orange, powder-coated 

baskets. Each hole features four pin placements, which can be set up to challenge both recreational players and 

seasoned pros. The 2.25-mile course begins and ends in front of the Cachuma Lake Store. 

On the northeastern side of the lake, Live Oak Campground lies on 40 undeveloped acres that were once a 

campsite for cowboys. Live Oak Campground can now be rented for large events and group camping up to 200 

campers/guests in an "open" site. Live Oak Campground also serves as the trailhead for the Live Oak Equestrian 

Trail, the only dedicated equestrian trail system in the county, that navigates an active cattle ranch along Lake 

Cachuma’s north bank. 
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3.2. Public Trails 

Trails in Santa Barbara County traverse stunning landscapes 

ranging from coastal bluffs and sandy beaches to creeks and 

wetlands to foothill chaparral and rocky canyons. This diversity 

means outdoor enthusiasts can experience everything from 

ocean views to serene woodland paths and dramatic mountain 

vistas. Trails in the Santa Ynez Mountains offer breathtaking 

panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean and Channel Islands. 

Coastal trails provide picturesque scenes of the shoreline and 

marine life. Backcountry trails in the Los Padres National Forest 

take visitors deep into the county's wilderness areas. Urban trails 

provide access to beautiful natural corridors, agricultural areas, 

and open spaces while connecting neighborhoods, schools, 

parks, and other services. Santa Barbara County's mild climate 

allows for year-round hiking and outdoor activities, making trails 

an accessible form of recreation for all ages. 

In Santa Barbara County, approximately 1,190 miles of trails 

support hikers, mountain bikers, equestrians, and nature lovers 

to explore. An estimated 412 miles of trails are provided within 

cities and unincorporated communities in the 5 recreation 

planning areas. These trails provide neighborhood and 

community access to hiking and biking within open spaces, such 

as the Orcutt Hills, and along corridors, such as the Obern Trail 

along San Antonio Creek in Goleta. An additional 778 miles of 

trails are provided in the Los Padres National Forest and 

Vandenberg Space Force Base. These trails provide multi-user 

access to Santa Barbara County's most rural wilderness areas, 

as well as backcountry camping and backpacking.  

Trails are provided by several agencies, including the County, the 

cities and special districts, State Parks, and the U.S. Forest 

Service. Strong community involvement and conservation efforts 

help preserve the natural beauty and accessibility of these trails. 

Organizations like the Santa Barbara County Trails Council, 

 
Santa Barbara County has world-class hiking trails, that 

support fitness and exploration of the natural environment 

for all ages. Photo: Independent 

 

 
Trails in Santa Barbara County support multiple activities, 

including hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding. 

Photo: SLO Horse News 
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Santa Maria Valley Open Space, Lompoc Trails, and the Montecito Trails Foundation provide resources and support for 

maintaining and enjoying the trails. 

Trails can be categorized in various ways, including by their location or proximity 

to a roadway, type of trail surface (e.g., asphalt, natural surface), by the allowed 

users of the trail, and their function. They can include neighborhood trails which 

provide safe routes to school and commercial centers; beach access way trails; 

trails that make connections from the urban areas into the national forest and 

other public lands; as well as self-contained trails within our parks and open 

spaces providing access for pleasure, nature enjoyment, and exercise. As a basis for trail planning and needs assessment, the 

Recreation Master Plan includes an inventory of known trails in all 5 recreation planning areas in the county. The existing trail 

inventory documents the name (if known), location, alignment, and classification. A summary of existing trails by type is 

provided below, including the combined total trail miles in Santa Barbara County.  

Table 3-2. Trail Types in Santa Barbara County 

Trail Type Description Example Trails Total Miles 

Recreational 

Trails 

Recreational trails typically provide public access to natural 

environments for outdoor exploration, play, exercise, and 

quiet recreation such as birdwatching. Recreational trails can 

accommodate hikers, mountain bikers, equestrians, and other 

non-motorized uses, such as dog walkers, trail runners, 

wildlife watchers, artists and photographers, and beachgoers. 

Recreation trails are often located within natural open space 

areas and wilderness settings, as well as public parks, 

beaches, and the coast. Recreational trails are typically 

designed as natural surface, off-road trails with a tread width 

that can vary between 1 foot to 14 feet, depending on 

location, topography, vegetation, and allowed user group(s). 

Recreational trails can consist of trails constructed along or 

within public and private easements, or unofficial social trails 

that have been established over time through repeated use.  

• Franklin Trail in 

Carpinteria 

• Baron Ranch Trails in 

Gaviota 

• Point Sal Trails in 

Lompoc Valley 

• Orcutt Hills Trails in 

Orcutt 

• Midland School Trails in 

Santa Ynez 

284 miles 

Community 

Trails 

Community trails are community connections for both 

recreation and active transportation. Community trails serve 
• Obern Trail in Goleta 104 miles 

“Of all the paths you take in life, 
make sure a few of them are dirt.” 

John Muir 
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Trail Type Description Example Trails Total Miles 

pedestrians, bicyclists, including e-bikes in some locations, 

and other wheeled transportation, including skateboarders 

and rollerbladers. Community trails are typically located in 

neighborhood or community settings, as well as providing 

connections to public parks, beaches, and the coast. They 

often provide key connections to Recreational trails or other 

Community trails as an important component of a 

community’s circulation network, connecting people to 

places. The design of a Community trail widely varies 

depending on the location and intended use of the trail. 

Community trails are often constructed as paved pathways 

with a minimum 10-foot width, and up depending on 

pathway design, separation from other facilities, and user 

capacity. The paths can also be striped for two-way travel. In 

other settings, community trails may be constructed with 

more natural surfaces, such as compacted decomposed 

granite.  

• Las Positas Multi-Use 

Path in Santa Barbara 

• Waterfront Trail in 

Santa Barbara 

• SR 246/Santa Ynez Trail 

in Santa Ynez 

State Trails The State of California provides systems of recreational and 

community trails that are managed by State agencies, 

including California State Parks and the University of 

California. State trails include both on- and off-road trails 

that are generally multi-use, including pedestrians and 

bicyclists, and other non-motorized users. 

• Carpinteria State Beach 

• UC Santa Barbara 

• El Capitan State Beach 

• Refugio State Beach 

• Gaviota State Park 

• La Purisma Mission 

State Historic Park 

• Burton Messa Ecological 

Reserve 

123 miles 

Federal Trails The United States government provides a system of 

recreational and community trails that are managed by 

federal agencies, including the Los Padres National Forest 

and Vandenberg Space Force Base. Federal trails include both 

on- and off-road trails that primarily provide access to 

• Manzana Trail 

• Tunnel Trail 

• Salisbury Canyon Trail 

• Surf Beach 

680 miles 
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Trail Type Description Example Trails Total Miles 

wilderness areas that support hikers, mountain bikers, dog 

walkers, trail runners, backpackers, wildlife watchers, nature 

artists and photographers, equestrians, wilderness campers, 

and hunters, as well as motorized off-road use in some 

locations such as all-terrain vehicles (ATV). Motorized uses 

are only allowed on designated Federal trails in Santa 

Barbara County. 

 TOTAL  1,190 miles 

Trails in Santa Barbara County support access to outdoor 

recreation, exercise, and exploration of the natural environment. 

The Recreation Master Plan evaluates existing trails in Santa 

Barbara County based on how they are distributed between the 

recreation planning areas and the type of trail experience 

provided to the public. Most trails are located in the Los Padres 

National Forest. However, as a basis for local trail planning, the 

Recreation Master Plan focuses on the trails provided within the 

5 recreation planning areas (Figure 3-6). The South Coast, 

including Goleta, Santa Barbara, and Carpinteria, is served by 55 

percent of the local trail miles in the county. Santa Maria Valley, 

Santa Ynez Valley, and Lompoc Valley each provide less than 20 

percent of the trail miles. Cuyama has 1 percent of the trail miles 

with limited connections to the Los Padres National Forest. 

 
Recreational trails in the county support hiking, horseback 

riding, and biking. Photo: Travel Buddies 
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Figure 3-6. Trails by Type by Recreation Planning Area (Miles) 

 

A. California Coastal Trail 

The California Coastal Trail also follows portions of the county's 

113-mile coastline, comprising segments of both natural trails in 

scenic settings and paved trails through neighborhoods and busy 

waterfront areas. Ongoing statewide efforts to complete the 

California Coastal Trail would achieve a continuous route from 

Oregon to Mexico, and Santa Barbara County would provide a key 

segment from Carpinteria, around Point Conception, and through 

the Guadalupe Dunes. The California Coastal Trail is a network of 

on- and off-road public trails or routes near or adjacent to the 

ocean that is intended to provide access to the California coastline 

for various recreational user groups. In Santa Barbara County, it 

consists of separate Recreational, Multi-Use, and State trails along 

which the California Coastal Trail route has been identified as part 

of a local jurisdiction's Local Coastal Program (LCP). Where sandy 

beach areas exist, the California Coastal Trail may also be 

identified as a route along the beach.  
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The California Coastal Trail would traverse the county’s 

113-mile-long coastline to help connect Oregon to Mexico. 

Photo: Santa Ynez Valley News 



Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan 3-17 

 

 

3.3. Santa Barbara County Parks & Trails Inventory Map 

The inventory of parks and trails in Santa Barbara County is presented geographically below in Figure 3-7, combining data 

from several agencies into one map. The Recreation Master Plan uses this map for park and trail planning. While this map 

collates the best available geographic information and is considered reliable for planning purposes, the information is subject 

to change and may not represent the actual conditions on the ground.  

An interactive version of the Parks & Trails Inventory Map is available at www.SBCRecPlan.com. Enjoy exploring the different 

layers to discover all the useful and interesting information they provide! 1 

  

 

 

1 The GIS-based map of parkland properties (i.e., shapefiles) in Santa Barbara County was originally sourced from the Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint 

(2018) and updated for the Recreation Master Plan. See Appendix C and https://sbcblueprint.databasin.org/ 

http://www.sbcrecplan.com/
https://sbcblueprint.databasin.org/
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Figure 3-7. Public Parks, Trails, and Open Space in Santa Barbara County 

[In production]  



Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan 3-19 

 

 

3.4. County-Owned Parks & Open Spaces 

County Parks maintains 53 properties providing free 

access to public parks, trails, and open space in the 

unincorporated area. County Parks’ public parks and 

open spaces comprise approximately 2,740 acres, with 

an estimated 2,151 acres serving the North County and 

589 acres serving the South Coast. Of these assets, 

approximately 715 acres within 33 properties are public 

parkland, providing recreation facilities on land open 

and accessible to the public with no fees for parking or 

entry. Of this public parkland, County Parks provides 82 

acres in 19 neighborhood parks, 406 acres in eight 

community parks, 134 acres in one regional park, and 

731 acres in seven beach parks. Public parkland 

provides both active and passive recreation depending 

on the park type and location, including sports fields 

and courts, playgrounds, BBQ and picnic areas, 

restrooms, and trails. County Parks also maintains 

1,387 acres of public open space, including several 

properties with open access to public trails and walking 

paths such as Orcutt Hills Trail System in the Santa Maria Valley and San Marcos Foothill Preserve in the South Coast.  

In addition, County Parks owns and operates the 27-acre Jalama Beach County Park in the Lompoc Valley, which provides 

fee-based access to a popular coastal campground and day-use facilities. County Parks also operates recreation facilities 

within the federally-owned Cachuma Lake Recreation Area, which provides fee-based lakefront camping, a general store, a 

gas station, boat rentals, a playground, and a disc golf course on over 9,500 acres surrounding Lake Cachuma in the Santa 

Ynez Valley.  

As depicted in Table 3-3 and Figure 3-9, County Parks provides parks, trails, and open spaces in all five recreation planning 

areas, including the greatest area (1,895 acres) in the Santa Maria Valley; however, this total acreage is provided by only 13 

properties and a majority (91 percent) is provided as open space with limited access and recreational amenities, including 

Point Sal and Rancho Guadalupe Dunes County Parks. In its dual role to conserve land for both outdoor recreation and resource 

protection, these open spaces are valuable assets for County Parks, but they do not provide public parkland, including 

recreation facilities and accessibility, to the same degree as other properties such as Waller Park, which is County Parks’ only 

regional park, in Santa Maria Valley. 

Figure 3-8. County-Owned Parks by Type 

 
Note: Cachuma Lake Recreation Area is owned by the federal 

government and operated by County Parks 

Beach

27%

Community

15%

Neighborhood

3%

Open Space

50%

Regional

5%
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Table 3-3. Summary of All County Parks Properties 

Park Type Acres Total No. 

Beach 731.2 7 

Community 406.1 8 

Neighborhood 81.6 19 

Regional 134.2 1 

Open Space 1,387.3 18 

Total 2,740.3 53 

Note:  Beach parks owned by the County include Jalama Beach County Park 

Campground, which provides fee-based reservations for overnight stay and day-use 

access. 

Table 3-4. Summary of Only County Parks 

Properties Providing Public Parkland 

Park Type Acres Total No. 

Beach 93.2 5 

Community 406.1 8 

Neighborhood 81.6 19 

Regional 134.2 1 

Total 715.0 33 

  

Figure 3-9. County-Owned Parks & Open Space by 

Recreation Planning Area (Acres) 
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Figure 3-10. County-Owned Public Parkland by Recreation 

Planning Area (Acres) 
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When evaluating only the public parkland provided by County 

Parks that meets the diverse recreational needs of communities, 

the distribution of public parks is quite different. County Parks 

provides 715 acres of public parkland countywide within 33 

parks (Table 3-4 and Figure 3-10). Approximately 44 percent 

(317 acres) of this public parkland is provided on the South Coast 

within 18 parks. The Santa Maria Valley has 6 County Parks 

properties providing 169 acres of public parkland.  

The complete inventory of County Parks properties is provided 

below (Table 3-5) and includes the park location, type, size, and 

approximate total of key recreation facilities currently provided, 

including sports courts and fields, public pools, community 

centers and gymnasiums, skate and bike parks, dog parks, and 

disc golf. While additional types of facilities (i.e., playgrounds, 

picnic areas, trails) are included and considered in the 

Recreation Master Plan, these key facilities are estimated in 

response to public input that indicates a strong need and 

preference for these types of facilities in the planning process. 

Profiles of several selected County parks are provided 

subsequently. 

  

 
County Parks provides a range of recreation facilities, 

including ballfields used by youth sports leagues. Photo: 

County Parks 

 

 
County Parks protects wilderness and the coastline, which 

supports the county’s natural resources and visitation. Photo: 

CaliforniaBeaches.com 
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Table 3-5. County Parks Properties by Recreation Planning Area, Park Type, and Key Facilities 

Park Location, Type, 

and Name 
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Cuyama Valley 
              

Neighborhood Parks 
              

Richardson County Park 15.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 15.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lompoc Valley 
              

Beach Parks               

Jalama Beach County 

Park 

26.6 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ocean Beach Park 38.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Community Parks               

Miguelito County Park 5.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Santa Rosa Park 24.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Neighborhood Parks               

Falcon Open Space Park 0.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Vandenberg Hills Little 

League Fields 

7.5 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 103.7 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Santa Maria Valley 
              

Beach Parks               

Rancho Guadalupe 

Dunes County Park 

614.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Community Parks               
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Orcutt Community Park 25.6 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Neighborhood Parks               

Cobblestone Open 

Space 

3.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Domino Open Space 1.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lee West Open Space 1.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Space               

Orcutt Hills Trails East 51.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Orcutt Hills Trails West 256.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Point Sal 44.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Point Sal Preserve 759.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rice Ranch Open Space 0.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Stonebrook Open Space 3.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Regional Parks               

Waller Park 134.2 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 

Total 1,894.9 4 2 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 2 1 

Santa Ynez Valley 
              

Community Parks               

Los Alamos Park 49.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Nojoqui Falls County 

Park 

83.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Neighborhood Parks               

Santa Ynez Park 3.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 136.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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South Coast 
              

Beach Parks               

Arroyo Burro Beach 

County Park 

6.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Goleta Beach County 

Park 

33.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rincon Beach Park 11.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Community Parks               

Rocky Nook Park 17.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Toro Canyon Park 88.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tuckers Grove Park 111.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Neighborhood Parks               

Blueberry Hill 

Neighborhood Park 

2.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Calle Barquero Open 

Space 

2.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Kellogg Open Space 8.4 0 0 0 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lookout Park 6.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Manning Park 11.8 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Ocean View Park 3.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Oceanview Park 8.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pelican Park 1.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rhoads Neighborhood 

Park 

1.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Rhoads Open Space 0.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sea Lookout Park 1.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Walter Capps Park 2.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Space               

Hammond's Meadow 5.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lassen Open Space 2.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

More Mesa Open Space 36.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Patterson Open Space 3.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

San Marcos Foothills 

Preserve 

200.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Summerland Greenwell 

Preserve 

1.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tabano Hollow Open 

Space 

1.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Tarragona Open Space 3.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Teardrop Open Space 0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Thunderbird Open 

Space 

0.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Town & Country Open 

Space 

6.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

University Circle Open 

Space 

11.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 589.5 1 0 0 4 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 

Total County Parks 2,740.3 8 2 0 4 5 1 2 2 1 0 0 5 1 
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Goleta Beach County Park 
Region South Coast 

 

Size 33.1 acres 

Park Type Beach 

Goleta Beach County Park provides coastal access and 

recreational facilities in the Eastern Goleta Valley at the mouth 

of the Goleta Slough. Visitors are served by a full-service 

restaurant and recreational fishing pier. The park has BBQ areas 

that can accommodate 25 to 210 people. There are numerous 

picnic tables and benches, as well as restrooms, a playground, 

and horseshoe areas. The Obern Trail, a multi-use trail that is 

popular with cyclists, runs through the park to connect the 

University of California, Santa Barbara to the Goleta Valley and 

the City of Santa Barbara. 

Jalama Beach County Park & Campground 
Region Lompoc Valley 

 

Size 26.6 acres 

Park Type Beach 

Jalama Beach County Park provides a popular coastal 

campground and beach access. The campground has two group 

camping areas, tent and RV camping, and cabins available for 

rent. Campers and day-use visitors can enjoy horseshoes, a 

playground, a basketball court, restrooms, BBQ areas, picnic 

tables, and benches. There are also multi-use trails around the 

park that provide beach access and ocean views. Visitors can 

also use showers, a dishwashing station, and eat and shop at 

the Jalama Store. Day-use and campground fees are charged for 

all visitors. 
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Lookout Park 
Region South Coast 

 

Size 6.6 acres 

Park Type Neighborhood 

Lookout Park in Summerland features two reservable group BBQ 

areas that can accommodate 25 people each. There are also 

picnic tables and benches, a horseshoe area, a playground, a 

restroom, a trail, and an outdoor volleyball court. The trails 

provide beach access to a popular bird watching and surfing 

spot at Summerland Beach. 

Los Alamos Park 
Region Santa Ynez Valley 

 

Size 49.9 acres 

Park Type Community 

Los Alamos County Park is located south of the community of 

Los Alamos. Three reservable BBQ areas can accommodate 50 to 

125 people. Multi-use trails throughout the park connect to open 

spaces, as well as picnic tables, horseshoe areas, a playground, 

and a restroom. 
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Manning Park 
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 11.8 acres 

Park Type Neighborhood 

Manning Park in Montecito provides six reservable BBQ areas 

that can accommodate 40 to 310 people. Multi-use trails 

throughout the park connect open spaces, as well as picnic 

tables, one baseball/softball field, one tennis court, picnic 

tables, a playground, restrooms, and a horseshoe area.   

Miguelito County Park 
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 5.4 acres 

Park Type Community 

Miguelito County Park is located 3 miles south of Lompoc. The 

park has two reservable BBQ areas that each accommodate up 

to 60 people. Visitors can use the playground, horseshoe area, 

picnic tables, and restrooms. Trails at the park are popular for 

equestrians and dog walkers. 



Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan 3-29 

 

 

Nojoqui Falls County Park 
Region Santa Ynez Valley 

 

Size 83.5 acres 

Park Type Community 

Nojoqui Falls County Park provides a short hiking trail to Nojoqui 

Falls, as well as other trails that connect to the Santa Ynez 

Valley. The park has four reservable BBQ areas that can 

accommodate 100 to 350 people. Visitors can enjoy open space, 

a playground, picnic tables, and restrooms at the park. 

Ocean Beach Park 
Region Lompoc Valley 

 

Size 38.9 acres 

Park Type Beach 

Ocean Beach Park is located 13 miles west of Lompoc. The park 

features BBQ areas, picnic tables and benches, a playground, 

restrooms, and trails with ocean views that run parallel to the 

shore and down to Surf Beach. Beach access is closed to the 

public from March 1 through September 30 each year due to the 

snowy plover nesting season. 
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Ocean View Park 
Region South Coast 

 

Size 3.2 acres 

Park Type Neighborhood 

Oceanview Park is located at the eastern end of Summerland 

and features benches and picnic tables, BBQ areas, and a 

walking path. Most of the park is made up of a large, open 

grassy area that overlooks the ocean. 

Orcutt Community Park 
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 25.6 acres 

Park Type Community 

Orcutt Community Park is located on the south side of Orcutt. 

This park provides two baseball fields and two soccer fields to 

support active sports, as well as a playground. An off-leash dog 

recreation area is fenced within 2.5 acres, providing dedicated 

areas for small and large dogs, plus amenities such as dog water 

fountains and seating areas. Amenities for gatherings include 

BBQs, picnic tables, restrooms, and group picnic areas. Orcutt 

Community Park contains trailheads to the Orcutt Hills, which 

provide hiking trails to local and regional networks in Santa 

Maria Valley. 
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Rancho Guadalupe Dunes County Park 
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 614.9 acres 

Park Type Beach 

Guadalupe Dunes County Park is located on the western edge of 

Guadalupe. This park is known for its miles of pristine dunes 

along the shore. Popular activities include fishing, bird watching, 

and whale watching. There is a trail around the parking lot at 

the beach. There are also picnic tables and restrooms available. 

Park access is restricted during the snowy plover nesting season 

from March 1 to October 1 each year. 

Richardson County Park 
Region Cuyama Valley 

 

Size 15.7 acres 

Park Type Neighborhood 

Richardson County Park is located in New Cuyama, abutting 

parkland managed by the CVRD. The park includes BBQ grills, 

picnic tables, group picnic areas, hiking trails, a playground, and 

restrooms. Joseph Centeno Cuyama Aquatics Complex is also 

located within the park. The part of the park managed by the 

CVRD includes two baseball/softball fields and a soccer field. 
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Rincon Beach Park 
Region South Coast 

 

Size 11.6 acres 

Park Type Beach 

Rincon Beach Park is located south of Carpinteria on the coast. 

This public park provides beach access, picnic tables, restrooms, 

and BBQ areas, including one reservable area with capacity for 

80 people. The park provides a walking trail that runs parallel to 

the coast. 

Rocky Nook Park 
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 17 acres 

Park Type Community 

Rocky Nook Park is in Santa Barbara. The park has one 

reservable BBQ area that can accommodate up to 50 people. 

The park offers shaded picnic areas, short trails, and large 

sandstone boulders for kids to climb. Trails at the park are 

popular for equestrians and dog walkers. Amenities at Rocky 

Nook include a horseshoe area, a playground, and restrooms. 
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Santa Ynez Park 
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 3.2 acres 

Park Type Neighborhood 

Santa Ynez Park in the community of Santa Ynez has two 

reservable BBQ areas that can accommodate up to 100 people 

each, and a reservable indoor kitchen. The park has restrooms, a 

playground, picnic tables and benches, and an outdoor volleyball 

court. 

Tuckers Grove County Park 
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 111.4 acres 

Park Type Community 

Tuckers Grove Park is in Eastern Goleta Valley between Santa 

Barbara and Goleta. One of the most popular attractions at the 

park is its large off-leash dog park. The park has eight 

reservable BBQ areas that can accommodate 25 to 400 people. 

Visitors can enjoy large grassy open spaces, horseshoe areas, 

playgrounds, and restrooms. Trails at the park are popular for 

equestrians, dog walkers, and mountain bikers. 
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Waller Park 
Region Santa Maria Valley 

 

Size 134.2acres 

Park Type Regional 

Waller Park in Orcutt provides 11 reservable group picnic areas 

that can accommodate 16 to 310 people, as well as benches, 

picnic tables, and BBQ areas. There are trails throughout the 

park, a 27-hole disc golf course, and several areas with 

restrooms and playgrounds. A large duck pond is in the center of 

the park, surrounded by benches and grassy open space. 

Adjacent to the park, the City of Santa Maria provides four 

baseball/softball fields and six pickleball courts within the 

Hagerman Sports Complex. There is also a large off-leash dog 

park called Woof P.A.C. Park within Waller Park. 

3.5. Park and Recreation Districts Parks & Open Spaces 

In addition to County Parks, the unincorporated area of Santa Barbara County is served by public parks provided by special 

districts. The Cuyama Valley Recreation and Park District (CVRD) is an independent special-use district created in 1958 to 

provide park and recreation services for over 500 residents in the Cuyama Valley. CVRD owns and operates two properties 

providing 13.6 acres of public recreation facilities, including a portion of Richardson Park and the Montgomery Hall Community 

Center in New Cuyama (Table 3-6). 

Table 3-6. CVRD Properties by Recreation Planning Area, Park Type, and Key Facilities 

Park Location, Type, 

and Name 
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Cuyama Valley 
              

Neighborhood Parks               
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CVRD Richardson Park 13.1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other Facilities               

Montgomery Hall 

Building 

0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Total CVRD 13.6 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

The Isla Vista Recreation and Parks District (IVRPD) was established in 1972 to provide spaces and programs for recreation, 

social interaction, and cultural events. IVRPD owns and operates 18 properties providing 50.1 acres of public recreation 

facilities, including 16.5 acres of public parkland and 33.3 acres of public open space, as well as the IVRPD office (Table 3-7). 

Table 3-7. IVRPD Properties by Recreation Planning Area, Park Type, and Key Facilities 

Park Location, Type, 

and Name 
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South Coast 
              

Community Parks               

Embarcadero Park 4.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Neighborhood Parks               

Camino Pescadero Park 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Estero Park & Tipi 

Village 

6.8 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Gaffney Park 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Greek Park 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Kid's Trail Park 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Park Location, Type, 
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Little Acorn Park 0.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pardall Gardens 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sueno Orchard 0.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Sueno Park 0.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Trigo Pasado Park 0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Open Space               

Camino Corto Open 

Space 

21.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Del Sol Vernal Pool 

Reserve 

11.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pocket Parks               

Childrens Park 0.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rottapel Park 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Window to the Sea Park 0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other Facilities               

Isla Vista Recreation 

and Park District Office 

0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total IVRPD 50.1 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

 

 

  


