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Introduction

Within 8 cities, 19 unincorporated communities, and hundreds of acres of rural ranches and agricultural lands, 
Santa Barbara County residents have diverse characteristics and di�ering recreation needs. The amount and 
type of recreation facilities and programs needed in each community is determined in part by population growth 
and other demographic factors that can change over time. The National Recreation and Parks Association 
(NRPA) reports that the typical park and recreation agency o�ers one park for every 2,281 residents served, 
with 9.9 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents, but there is no universal standard for recreation planning 
because every community is di�erent. Per NRPA guidance, �park and recreation agencies are as diverse as 
the communities that they serve, and what works well for one agency may not be best for your agency� (NPRA 
2020). Therefore, analysis of local populations are needed to identify ways to best serve each community.

Demographic factors such as existing population, projected growth rate, age, and household income levels are 
indicators for where and how recreation facilities and programs should be provided. For example, considering 
age characteristics, where children may seek playgrounds, sports �elds, and active recreation programs, 
adults and seniors may desire hiking and running trails, sports courts, and facilities that support active lifestyles. 
Further, consideration of median income helps inform recreation planners where residents may struggle with 
recreation cost and require access to free or low-cost recreation facilities and programs. Considering de-
mographic and income characteristics together determines where Disadvantaged Communities (DACs) or 
Severely Disadvantaged Communities (SDACs) exist within communities or neighborhoods, indicating where 
special attention to recreation planning may be needed to address inequities.

This analysis addresses sociodemographic factors that indicate unique recreation needs countywide and 
within individual communities. These characteristics are summarized for Santa Barbara County as a whole 
and for the �ve recreation planning areas, including Santa Maria Valley, Cuyama Valley, Santa Ynez Valley, 
Lompoc Valley, and the South Coast. Demographic summaries are provided for several communities within 
the recreation planning areas where data indicates notable characteristics and indicators. Through com-
prehensive review and comparison of sociodemographic summaries in this chapter, the County�s demo-
graphic characteristics provide insight into existing and future recreational needs, including distinctions be-
tween communities, and informs planning for the type, location, and size of future park and recreational 
facilities and programs.

Demographic data used for the analysis was obtained using Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc. 
(ESRI), the largest research and development organization dedicated to Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS). All data was acquired in February 2020 and re�ects actual numbers as reported in the American 
Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year Data for 2019 � 2024 from the U.S. Census Bureau. Population projections 
and trends were informed by the Santa Barbara Association of Governments (SBCAG) Draft Regional Growth 
Forecast 2050 (October 2018).
Sociodemographic indicators that are important for recreation planning include population growth, age, income, ethnicity, and 
physical health and well-being. Photo: Independent
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Santa Barbara County

Santa Barbara County is geographically diverse with over 450,000 
residents living in di�erent cities and unincorporated communities that 
range dramatically from large suburban communities such as Orcutt 
and Eastern Goleta Valley to small rural towns such as Sisquoc, Los 
Olivos, and Los Alamos. The majority of County residents live in urban 
areas with approximately 309,226 (68.7 percent) of County residents 
living in the eight incorporated cities and 140,858 (31.3 percent) 
residing in unincorporated communities and rural areas (U.S. Census 
2019). As summarized below, demographic characteristics vary widely 
by planning area, indicating di�erent recreation needs and potential 
de�ciencies to address through recreation planning. 

Population

Total Population (2019)
450,084

Total Population (2050)
509,697

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
13.2%

Average Household Size
2.88

Total Households
149,662

Percent Under 18 Years Old
21.7%

Median Household Income 
$73,602

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$3,877

Population and projected growth may be the most important 
demographic indicators for recreation planning. Where population 
is projected to grow, demand for parks and recreational facilities 
typically increases. With 450,084 residents, Santa Barbara County 
comprises over one percent of the total population of California (U.S 
Census 2020). Most of the County�s 2.4 million acres (3,789 square 
miles) supports very low population densities outside of the urban 
communities, including areas such as Channel Islands National Park 
and o�shore waters, Los Padres National Forest, Vandenberg Space Force 
Base, and extensive areas of rural agricultural land and wilderness. 
As of 2019, 96 percent of residents live in cities and established communities and approximately 4 percent of
residents live in rural areas outside of established communities. The County�s population is concentrated in the 
Santa Maria Valley, along the eastern and central reach of the South Coast from Goleta to Carpinteria, and, to 
a lesser extent, the Lompoc Valley and Santa Ynez Valley. Within these regions, most residents live in the cities 
of Santa Maria, Santa Barbara, Goleta, and Lompoc, which support 276,494 residents or 61 percent of the 
County�s population. The largest unincorporated communities are Orcutt, Eastern Goleta Valley, and Isla Vista, 
supporting 88,309 residents or 20 percent of the County�s population.

FIGURE 4.1: POPULATION IN COMMUNITIES/RURAL AREAS OF SANTA BARBARA COUNTY (U.S. Census 2019)

COMMUNITIES (429,927)
RURAL AREAS (20,157)

4.5%

95.5%
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Santa Barbara County�s population is projected to increase through 2050 by 13.2 percent, a total increase of 
approximately 45,875 residents (U.S. Census 2019; SBCAG 2018). Most of this growth (48.5 percent) is projected 
to occur in the Santa Maria Valley with an increase of 22,263 residents. The Lompoc Valley is projected to 
grow by 13.3 percent or 7,263 residents, the second highest growth rate in the County. While the South Coast 
is projected to experience the lowest growth rate, population is projected to increase by 14,129 residents, the 
second highest total in the County. While all communities within the County are projected to grow, the City 
of Guadalupe is projected to have the highest population increase of 27.9 percent between 2021 and 2050, 
followed by the City of Buellton with a 19.9 percent total increase.

Growth

FIGURE 4.2: POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY RECREATION PLANNING AREAS

P O P U L AT I O N
2 0 1 9  -  2 0 5 0

SANTA MARIA VALLEY
Current: 146,838

Projected: 169,101

CUYAMA VALLEY
Current: 596

Projected: 647

LOMPOC VALLEY
Current: 54,806

Projected: 62,069

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY
Current: 19,157

Projected: 21,326

SOUTH COAST
Current: 208,530

Projected: 222,659
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Age

Age is another important factor for recreation planning because many park facilities and recreation programs 
are designed to serve a speci�c user group or age ranges. Typically, children and young adults prefer active 
recreational activities, including group/team sports, while seniors (55+ years old) prefer passive recreational 
activities (Metro Parks Tacoma 2016). A 2016 The NRPA survey found that younger people are 21 percent 
more likely to use local parks than older people. Nevertheless, a sizeable percentage of senior respondents 
stated that they occasionally or frequently use local park areas (57 percent for respondents ages 65-75 and 47 
percent for respondents ages 76-95), indicating that parks are used by people across all age brackets (NRPA 
2016). 

The median age in Santa Barbara County is 35.1. The largest age group in the County is seniors over 55 years 
old with 27.3 percent. Children under the age of 18 comprise 21.7 percent of residents with young children 
(ages 0 to 14 years old) comprising 18.1 percent. Age ranges di�er substantially within each planning area. 
The youngest, with a median age of 37.2, is Santa Maria Valley, and the oldest, with a media age of 48.4, is 
the Santa Ynez Valley. Communities like Isla Vista, the City of Buellton, and the City of Guadalupe have the 
youngest populations in the County, while the City of Solvang, Montecito, and Vandenberg Village have some 
of the County�s oldest populations based on median age.

FIGURE 4.2: MEDIAN AGES IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY (U.S. Census 2019)
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41.8
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With dramatic variations between planning areas and communities, planning for parks and recreational 
facilities will need to account for variations in local age demographics. Changes to age distribution also inform 
future recreation needs. In Santa Barbara County, seniors over 55 years old currently constitute roughly 27.3 
percent of the overall population and that portion is anticipated to increase by 13 percent through 2060. In 
contrast, young children and young adults are projected to decrease by 4 percent each through 2060 (U.S. 
Census 2019; SBCAG 2018). 
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In general, cities, particularly those in the northern part of the County, tend to have lower median ages than 
their surrounding unincorporated communities. The City of Guadalupe, City of Lompoc, and City of Santa Maria 
have populations that are generally younger than the County median. In South County, the City of Carpinteria, 
City of Goleta, and City of Santa Barbara have populations that are older than the County average. This trend 
is expected to continue through as the median age of the County is projected to incrementally rise. A notable 
exception is the community of Isla Vista in the South Coast, which has the lowest median age in Santa Barbara 
County. 

FIGURE 4.4: PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION UNDER 18 YEARS OLD BY PLANNING AREA (U.S. Census 2019)
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FIGURE 4.3: AGE DISTRIBUTION IN COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA (U.S. Census 2019)
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Race/Ethnicity, Households, and Income

Household characteristics such as annual income and average household size can inform recreation planning. 
Income levels in�uence recreation demand and can adversely a�ect access to recreation when cost is a 
prohibitive factor. Some lower income residents may be limited from fully participating in recreational programs 
by fees, cost of equipment, and/or lack of transportation. Household income can also a�ect the amount of 
leisure time available for recreational activities and ability to pay for recreational programs and fee facilities. 
NRPA data indicate populations with higher income levels are more likely to use local parks, where 34 percent 
of survey respondents with incomes of $40,000 or less did not use local parks at all compared to 20 percent 
of those with incomes over $80,000 (NRPA 2016). However, these trends may be a�ected by lack of access to 
parks in lower income communities as well. For example, in Santa Barbara County, the City of Guadalupe, a 
DAC, has a relatively low median household income ($48,680 per year) and the highest percentage of children 
under the age of 18 in the County (31.0 percent of City residents), but only two public parks, which could a�ect 
park usage in the community. In such situations, use of parks may also be a�ected by lack of availability or 
proximity (U.S. Census 2019).

Larger household sizes typically re�ect family size and the number of children per household, while smaller 
household sizes can indicate older adult populations, which are both important factors to consider in recreational 
planning (Amador County 2016). Larger households and more children will typically require more parks, 
particularly those with active recreational facilities, than those with smaller household sizes. As of 2019, there 
were 149,662 households in the County with an average household size of 2.88 people. Considering each 
planning area, total average household size is relatively similar, ranging from 2.57 in the South Coast to 2.95 in 
the Santa Maria Valley, but there are drastic di�erences when reviewing household size on a community level. 
The City of Guadalupe has the highest average household size of 3.93, followed by the City of Santa Maria 
at 3.73. The City of Solvang has the lowest average household size at 2.39. In 2024, average household size 
for the County is projected to remain at 2.88 residents per household. Average household size and median 
age are also closely linked. For example, the City of Guadalupe, City of Santa Maria, and Isla Vista have 
the youngest populations with the highest average household sizes, whereas communities such as the City of 
Solvang and Montecito have generally older populations with smaller household sizes. 

The median household income in Santa Barbara County is $73,602, resulting from wide variations between 
communities ranging from $25,300 in Isla Vista to $166,746 in Montecito. Santa Ynez Valley has the highest 
median household income at $108,005 and Cuyama Valley has the lowest at $54,840. Several communities 
have substantially lower median incomes than both Santa Barbara County and their respective planning area, 
including the City of Guadalupe, City of Santa Maria, City of Lompoc, and Isla Vista. Other communities have 
notably higher median incomes compared to the County, including Orcutt, Eastern Goleta Valley, the City of 
Goleta, Vandenberg Village, Mission Hills, Buellton, Santa Ynez, Ballard, and Los Olivos. While no data is 
available for longer term trends to 2050, median household income countywide is projected to increase by 18 
percent to $86,878 by 2024 (U.S. Census 2019). 

Racial and ethnicity characteristics can also inform recreation planning as indicators of potential social inequity 
and unmet recreational demands. Santa Barbara County�s population identi�es as 45.1 percent Hispanic, 44.9 
percent White, 5.2 percent Asian, 1.8 percent Black, 2.5 percent Mixed, and 0.5 percent Other. The majority of 
residents in the City of Guadalupe, City of Santa Maria, and City of Lompoc identify as Hispanic while most 
residents in the City of Buellton, the City of Solvang, the City of Goleta, and the City of Santa Barbara, and City 
of Carpinteria identify as White. Through 2060, ethnicity distribution is expected to change countywide with an 
increase of 13 percent in Hispanic residents and 3 percent in Other residents, and a decrease of 15 percent 
in White residents and a 1 percent decrease in Black residents (SBCAG 2018).
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FIGURE 4.5: MEDIAN INCOME IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY PLANNING 
AREAS (U.S. Census 2019)
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FIGURE 4.6: SPENDING ON RECREATION IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY PLANNING 
AREAS (U.S. Census 2019)
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FIGURE 4.7: AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD SIZE IN SANTA BARBAR COUNTY PLANNING 
AREAS (U.S. Census 2019)
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FIGURE 4.8: RACE/ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTION IN COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA (U.S. 
Census 2019)
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Disadvantaged Communities

California de�nes DACs as those with annual median household incomes less than 80 percent of the statewide 
annual median household income. Severely Disadvantaged Communities (SDAC) communities are those with 
an annual median household income less than 60 percent of the statewide annual median household income. 
DACs and SDACs may experience economic, health, and environmental challenges that indicate potential 
recreation needs. These communities and neighborhoods can experience a combination of economic, health, 
environmental burdens such as poverty, high unemployment, air and water pollution, presence of hazardous 
wastes, and a higher incidence of asthma, heart disease, or diabetes (CalEPA 2020). Such communities can 
lack access to quality recreational facilities and their recreational needs may be high due to higher numbers 
of children and lack of alternative recreational options due to income and poverty levels.

The County supports several DACs and SDACs that include entire communities or in certain neighborhoods. The 
City of Guadalupe is identi�ed as a DAC, along with many small communities such as Cuyama, New Cuyama, 
and Casmalia. Several neighborhood DACs and SDACs are located in the City of Santa Maria, City of Lompoc, 
City of Goleta, City of Santa Barbara, and City of Carpinteria, and the communities of Orcutt, Eastern Goleta 
Valley, Isla Vista, and Vandenberg Village. Additional details for the County�s DACs and SDACs are provided 
in the Community Summaries below and in the attached Supplemental Database.

Community Health

Disadvantaged community areas often overlap with areas of health issues and environmental risks. In 
2016, Cottage Health completed a Community Health Needs Assessment that analyzed multiple factors of 
physical and mental wellness in Santa Barbara County. Most demographic groups had a lower percentage of 
respondents with diabetes than the statewide data, but notably 14.1 percent of Hispanic respondents reported 
having diabetes, which is equivalent to the statewide percentage. North County residents were more likely 
to have diabetes, with over 15 percent of the population reporting diabetes in the Lompoc Valley and 10-15 
percent in the Santa Maria Valley. The Cottage Health study also measured obesity. Over 25 percent North 
County residents in the Santa Maria Valley and Lompoc Valley were identi�ed as obese, whereas 20 percent 
or less of residents in the Santa Ynez Valley and the South Coast were obese, with pockets of 20 to 25 percent 
obesity in the cities of Goleta, Santa Barbara, and Carpinteria. Similarly, physical inactivity followed a similar 
trend from North County to South County, with communities in the Santa Maria Valley and Lompoc Valley having 
15 percent or more physically inactive adults, whereas the South Coast had less than 9.9 percent of physically 
inactive adults (Cottage Health 2016). Additional details for the County�s DACs and SDACs are provided in the 
Community Summaries below.
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Community Summaries
Each community of the County has its own characteristics with di�erent sizes, population growth 
rates, age distributions, ethnicity distributions, and household characteristics, including size 
and median annual income. Demographic pro�les for each recreation planning area are 
provided below, including the Santa Maria Valley, Cuyama Valley, Santa Ynez Valley, Lompoc 
Valley, and the South Coast. While residents of each recreation planning area may share 
recreational resources, demographic characteristics and indicators vary substantially between 
cities and communities within these recreation planning areas. Accordingly, the demographic 
characteristics of each recreation planning area and distinct communities are described 
individually where relevant.

Photo: blueskycenter.org
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Santa Maria Valley Planning Area

FIGURE 4.9: POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN SANTA MARIA VALLEY

CITY OF GUADALUPE
Current: 7,719

Projected: 9,873
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Current: 173

Projected: 188

ORCUTT
Current: 30,819

Projected: 33,462 
SISQUOC

Current: 201
Projected: 218

CITY OF SANTA MARIA
Current: 107,859

Projected: 125,288

GAREY
Current: 67

Projected: 73
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The Santa Maria Valley is in the northwestern portion of Santa Barbara 
County, including areas inland from the County�s northern coastline 
and south of the County of San Luis Obispo. 

Santa Maria Valley encompasses the City of Santa Maria, the City 
of Guadalupe, and several unincorporated communities, including 
Orcutt, Garey, Sisquoc, and Casmalia, as well as rural residents.
These communities provide local employment and services and are 
surrounded by highly productive agricultural land and rural resources, 
which contribute to local economies for Santa Maria Valley residents. 
For example, 26.3 percent of the City of Santa Maria residents are 
employed in the agricultural sector and 35.9 percent work in the 
service sector (U.S. Census 2019). Santa Maria Valley communities 
are demographically distinctive and geographically isolated from one 
another with the exception of the City of Santa Maria and Orcutt, 
which physically combine as the population center of the Santa Maria 
Valley.

Total Population (2019)
146,838

Total Population (2050)
169,101

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
15.2%

Average Household Size
2.95

Total Households
42,084

Percent Under 18 Years Old
26%

Median Household Income 
$70,245

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$3,616
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The Santa Maria Valley is home to approximately 146,838 residents within several developed communities. 
Total population ranges widely by community, from 67 residents in Garey to 107,859 residents in the City of 
Santa Maria. The City of Santa Maria has the largest population in the Santa Maria Valley and is geographically 
contiguous with Orcutt, which is the second largest community in the Santa Maria Valley. Together, the City of 
Santa Maria and Orcutt concentrate 94.4 percent of the population in Santa Maria Valley into approximately 
35 square miles, or about 4,000 people per square mile. Several smaller communities lie near this population 
center, including the City of Guadalupe with 5.2 percent of the residents of Santa Maria Valley, as well as the 
small rural communities of Garey, Sisquoc, and Casmalia, which collectively account for less than 1 percent 
(U.S. Census 2019).

Population

The Santa Maria Valley supports a relatively young population with an overall median age of 37.2. Median 
ages range from 28.5 in both the City of Guadalupe and Casmalia up to 51.6 in Garey. The Santa Maria Valley 
has the highest percentage of children (i.e., under the age of 18; 26 percent) in Santa Barbara County, which 
is strongly in�uenced by the City of Guadalupe and City of Santa Maria where the percentage of children is 
31 percent and 30.4 percent, respectively. In contrast, Orcutt and the small incorporated communities have a 
larger proportion of older residents. In Orcutt, for example, 28.7 percent of residents are over 55 years old 
and the 21.5 percent are under 18 years old. Garey has the least children in the Santa Maria Valley with 17.9 
percent of the population under 18 years old (U.S. Census 2019). 

Age

FIGURE 4.10: MEDIAN AGES IN SANTA MARIA VALLEY (U.S. Census 2019)
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CITY OF SANTA MARIA

CITY OF GUADALUPE

UNINCORPORATED AREAS

Racial and ethnicity characteristics vary greatly throughout the Santa Maria Valley. For example, the City of 
Santa Maria, the City of Guadalupe, and communities of Garey, and Casmalia are majority Hispanic, while 
Orcutt and Sisquoc are predominantly white. There are 42,084 households in the Santa Maria Valley and 
household size varies by community, from 2.31 in Garey to 3.93 in the City of Guadalupe, which is the highest 
in Santa Barbara County and substantially exceeds the countywide average household size of 2.88. Household 
incomes vary as well, from $40,465 in Casmalia up to $101,782 in Sisquoc. Median income is $70,245 in the 
Santa Maria Valley, which is well below that of the County. Annual spending on recreation and entertainment 
also varies widely, from $1,719 in Casmalia to $5,697 in Sisquoc with a median of $3,616 throughout the Santa 
Maria Valley. Considering a combination of demographic and income data, there are several DAC and 
SDAC communities and neighborhoods in the Santa Maria Valley, including the two cities, portions of Orcutt, 
and nearly all Casmalia (U.S. Census 2019).

Race/Ethnicity, Households, and Income

Regarding community health indicators, 10 to 14.9 percent of residents in the Santa Maria Valley have diabetes 
or prediabetes, the second highest in the County after the Lompoc Valley. Further, approximately 25 percent of 
residents are obese and 15 percent or more are physically inactive. Approximately 6 to 9.9 percent of residents 
have received a diagnosis of depression, which is linked to physical inactivity among other associations. 
(Cottage Health 2016). 

Community Health

Population growth rates in Santa Maria Valley are expected to generally decrease between 2021 and 2050. 
While the rate of growth will likely taper o� through 2050, no reduction in population is anticipated and near-
term growth is projected to be substantial between 2021 and 2030 in the City of Santa Maria and the City of 
Guadalupe. Collectively, the communities in the Santa Maria Valley are expected to growth by 15.2 percent 
between 2021 and 2050 to reach approximately 169,101 residents in existing communities (SBCAG 2018). 

Growth

FIGURE 4.11: GROWTH RATES IN SANTA MARIA VALLEY (SBCAG 2018)
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Trends for Recreation Planning

�	The Santa Maria Valley is projected to grow by 15.2 percent, the most growth in Santa Barbara County, 
signi�cantly increasing demand for parks and recreation facilities.

�	With 26 percent of residents under 18 years old, Santa Maria Valley is relatively young, indicating a 
strong need for active recreation such as playgrounds, sports �elds and courts, and active recreation 
programming.

�	With 28.7 percent of Orcutt residents over 55 years old, the Santa Maria Valley may require added senior 
programs and passive recreational opportunities located in the City of Santa Maria and Orcutt for ease of 
access.

�	With several communities exhibiting larger household sizes, Santa Maria Valley needs facilities for family 
recreational spaces suitable for multi-generational households with children.

�	With several DACs and some of the lowest median incomes in Santa Barbara County, Santa Maria Valley 
needs free and a�ordable recreation options, including programs for underserved youth.

�	With high rates of diabetes and obesity, Santa Maria Valley needs attractive, widespread, and easily 
accessible options to use recreation and active transportation as daily exercise.

Photo: santamariavalley.com
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City of Santa Maria

With over 30 percent of residents in the City 
of Santa Maria under 18 years old, unique 
playgrounds, sports courts and �elds, and 
active parks are needed.

Photo: Santa Maria Times

Total Population (2019)
107,859

Total Population (2050)
125,288

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
16.2%

Average Household Size
3.73

Total Households
28,643

Percent Under 18 Years Old
30.4%

Median Household Income 
$56,581

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$2,692

The City of Santa Maria is home to 107,859 people, the largest city 
in Santa Barbara County. The City of Santa Maria is also projected 
to grow 16.2 percent by 2050 with an 8.9 percent increase by 2025 
followed by incremental increases to reach 125,288 residents by 2050 
(U.S. Census 2019; SBCAG 2018).

The median age in the City of Santa Maria is 30.8, which is low 
relative to Santa Barbara County and 20.8 percent lower than the 
median age of Santa Maria Valley. Children under 18 years old make 
up 30.4 percent (32,789 residents) of the City of Santa Maria while 
19.8 percent (21,356 residents) are seniors over 55, a relatively low 
proportion compared to the countywide average of 27.3 percent 
seniors. The portion of young children (0 years to 14 years old) is 
particularly large at 26.2 percent, compared to 18.1 percent in the 
County. However, the largest age group is middle aged (35 years to 
54 years old) at 23.2 percent (U.S. Census 2018).

The majority of the City of Santa Maria�s residents identify as Hispanic 
(75.5 percent); approximately 17.4 percent of residents identify as 
White, 4.7 percent identify as Asian, and 2.4 percent identify as 
Black, Mixed, or Other. With 28,643 households in the City, there is 
an average of 3.73 persons per household and median household 
income is $56,581, which is 23.1 percent less than the County�s median 
income and 19.5 percent less than the median income of the Santa 
Maria Valley. In 2019, City of Santa Maria residents spent an annual 
average of $2,692 on recreation and entertainment (U.S. Census 
2019). Further, DACs and SDACs are concentrated in the northern part 
of the City of Santa Maria and generally have a younger population 
and a lower average household income.

Trends for Recreation Planning

� The City of Santa Maria is projected to grow by 16.2 percent, 
signi�cantly increasing demand for parks and recreation facilities.

� Over 30 percent of the City of Santa Maria�s residents are children 
under 18 who require access to playgrounds, ball�elds, and 
diverse active recreation opportunities.

� With an average household size of 3.73, demand for recreation that 
is family-focused and multi-generational will remain paramount.
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FIGURE 4.12: AGE DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF SANTA MARIA (U.S. Census 
2019)
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FIGURE 4.13: RACE/ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF SANTA MARIA (U.S. 
Census 2019)
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City of Guadalupe

Approximately 31 percent of the City 
of Guadalupe�s residents are children, 
indicating a need for playgrounds, active 
recreation, and youth programs. 

Photo: KSBY

Total Population (2019)
7,719

Total Population (2050)
9,873

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
27.9%

Average Household Size
3.93

Total Households
1,964

Percent Under 18 Years Old
31.0%

Median Household Income 
$48,680

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$2,184

The City of Guadalupe has 7,719 residents and is the smallest 
incorporated city in the Santa Maria Valley. However, the City of 
Guadalupe is projected to grow by 27.9 percent by 2050, the largest 
projected increase in Santa Barbara County, to reach 9,873 residents 
by 2050 (U.S. Census 2019; SBCAG 2018).

The median age in the City of Guadalupe is 28.5, which is 30.5 percent 
lower than the median age of Santa Maria Valley and the lowest in 
the County outside of Isla Vista in the South Coast. Approximately 31 
percent of the population (2,393 residents) are children under the age 
of 18, the highest percentage of children for any community in Santa 
Barbara County. The portion of young children (0 years to 14 years 
old) is particularly large at 25.9 percent, compared to 18.1 percent in 
the County. Seniors over 55 comprise 18.0 percent (1,389 residents), 
a relatively low proportion compared to the countywide average of 
27.3 percent seniors. While the largest age group is middle aged (35 
years to 54 years old) at 22.3 percent, 43.4 percent of City residents 
are children youths or young adults (U.S. Census 2019).

Approximately 90.4 percent of City of Guadalupe residents identify 
as Hispanic, 5.1 percent identify as White, and 4.5 percent identify 
as Asian, Black, Mixed, or Other. The City�s 1,965 households have 
an average of 3.93 persons per household, which is the highest for 
any community in Santa Barbara County. The City of Guadalupe�s 
median household income is $48,680, which is 33.9 percent less than 
the County�s median income and 30.7 percent less than the median 
income of the Santa Maria Valley. In 2019, City of Guadalupe residents 
spent an annual average of $2,184 on recreation and entertainment 
(U.S. Census 2019). The entire City of Guadalupe is considered a DAC 
considering demographic and income characteristics.

Trends for Recreation Planning

� The City of Guadalupe projected to grow more than any other 
community in Santa Barbara County by 2050, signi�cantly 
increasing demand for parks and recreation facilities.

� Over 30 percent of the City of Guadalupe�s residents are children 
under 18 who require access to playgrounds, ball�elds, and 
diverse active recreation opportunities.

� With an average household size of 3.93, demand for recreation
that is family-focused and multi-generational is needed.
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FIGURE 4.14: AGE DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF GUADALUPE (U.S. Census 2019)
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FIGURE 4.15: RACE/ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF GUADALUPE (U.S. Census 
2019)
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Orcutt

Seniors over 55 years old comprise the 
majority of Orcutt residents, indicating a 
need for r recreation amenities and senior-
focused programming that support active 
lifestyles and community engagement.

Photo: Lompoc Record

Total Population (2019)
30,819

Total Population (2050)
33,462

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
8.6%

Average Household Size
2.70

Total Households
11,299

Percent Under 18 Years Old
21.5%

Median Household Income 
$83,909

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$3,967

The unincorporated community of Orcutt has 30,819 residents, making 
it the second largest community in the Santa Maria Valley. Population 
growth in Orcutt is projected to be moderate, with an increase of 8.6 
percent by 2050 to reach 33,462 residents by 2050 (U.S. Census 2019; 
SBCAG 2018).

Orcutt�s median age of 43.6 is substantially higher than Santa 
Barbara County and 14.7 percent higher than the median age of 
Santa Maria Valley. Seniors over 55 years old comprise 28.7 percent 
of residents (8,845 residents) and are the largest age group in Orcutt. 
Children under 18 years old make up 21.5 percent (6,626 residents) 
of the Orcutt�s residents and young children (0 years to 14 years old) 
comprise 19.8 percent, similar to the County (U.S. Census 2019).

Orcutt�s residents are predominantly White (62.5 percent), which is 
substantially higher than the countywide average of 45.1 percent. 25.5 
percent of Orcutt residents identify as Hispanic, which is 50 percent 
less than the Hispanic residents of adjacent City of Santa Maria. 
Average household size in Orcutt is 2.70 within 11,299 households. 
Median household income is $83,909, which is 14.0 percent more than 
the County�s median income and 19.5 percent more than the median 
income of the Santa Maria Valley. Orcutt incomes are notably less 
than other Santa Maria Valley communities such as Garey ($100,000) 
or Sisquoc ($101,782). In 2019, Orcutt residents spent an annual 
average of $3,967 on recreation and entertainment (U.S. Census 
2019). However, even though Orcutt is overall more a�luent than 
other communities in Santa Maria Valley, Orcutt has a DAC located 
between State Route 1 and State Route 135 and a SDAC located near 
Santa Maria Way in the northern part of the community.   

Trends for Recreation Planning

� Population growth in Orcutt is projected to be 8.6 percent by 2050, 
which indicates a moderate increase in demand for parks and 
recreation facilities.

� Nearly 30 percent of Orcutt�s residents are seniors over 55 years 
old who may require recreation amenities and senior-focused 
programming that support active lifestyles and community 
engagement.

� Targeted recreation planning for underserved neighborhoods 
may be needed in Orcutt, including DACs and senior communities.
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FIGURE 4.16: AGE DISTRIBUTION IN ORCUTT (U.S. Census 2019)

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION

AG
E 

G
RO

UP

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION

RA
CE

/E
TH

N
IC

IT
Y

FIGURE 4.17: RACE/ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTION IN ORCUTT (U.S. Census 2019)



22 SANTA BARBARA COUNTY RECREATION MASTER PLAN

CUYAMA
Current: 59

Projected: 64

NEW CUYAMA
Current: 537

Projected: 581
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FIGURE 4.18: POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN CUYAMA VALLEY

Total Population (2019)
596

Total Population (2050)
647

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
8.6%

Average Household Size
2.87

Total Households
205

Percent Under 18 Years Old
23.8%

Median Household Income 
$54,840

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$3,563

Cuyama Valley Planning Area

The Cuyama Valley is a remote rural agricultural area in northeastern 
Santa Barbara County approximately 60 miles east of Santa Maria and 
immediately east of the County of Kern. Cuyama Valley is largely rural 
and undeveloped except for two small unincorporated communities: 
Cuyama and New Cuyama. Residents in these communities are mainly 
employed in agriculture, construction, and service sectors locally and 
regionally in both Santa Barbara County and Kern County (U.S. Census 
2019). Cuyama and New Cuyama are located approximately 5 miles 
apart. Cuyama Valley residents are isolated from other communities 
in Santa Barbara County by the expansive San Raphael Wilderness 
and the Los Padres National Forest. 

The Cuyama Valley is home to 596 residents, including 59 in Cuyama 
and 537 in New Cuyama. As these two communities lie near one 
another, Cuyama and New Cuyama serve has the population center 
and cultural heart of eastern Santa Barbara County. Together, Cuyama 
and New Cuyama have a population density of less than one person 
per acre (U.S. Census 2019).

Population
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FIGURE 4.19: MEDIAN AGES IN CUYAMA VALLEY (U.S. Census 2019)

CUYAMA NEW CUYAMA

A median age of 41.8 in Cuyama Valley is relatively older compared to Santa Barbara County�s median age of 
35.1, but Cuyama Valley is moderately aged compared to nearby areas in the Santa Ynez Valley. Median age 
in Cuyama and New Cuyama are very similar at 41.9 and 41.7, respectively, a di�erence of only 0.2 percent 
of the median. Approximately 23.8 percent of Cuyama Valley residents are children under the age of 18 and 
13.2 percent are young children between 0 and 14 years old, which is similar to Santa Barbara County. Seniors 
comprise the largest age group in the Cuyama Valley. Approximately 32.9 percent of Cuyama Valley residents 
are seniors over 55 years old and the age distribution in Cuyama and New Cuyama is very similar with 32.8 
percent and 32.9 percent, respectively (U.S. Census 2019).

Age

Racial and ethnic characteristics vary between Cuyama and New Cuyama. Cuyama residents identify 
predominantly Asian, Hispanic, and White, while New Cuyama Valley residents mostly identify as Hispanic 
and White. There are 205 households in the Cuyama Valley and household size is similar to the Countywide 
average household size of 2.88 with 2.81 in Cuyama and 2.92 in New Cuyama. Household incomes are similar 
as well, from $54,545 in Cuyama up to $55,135 in New Cuyama with median income of $54,840 in the Cuyama 
Valley, which is well below that of the County. Annual spending on recreation and entertainment is also similar, 
from $3,472 in Cuyama to $3,654 in New Cuyama with a median of $3,563 throughout the Cuyama Valley (U.S. 
Census 2019). Considering a combination of income and demographic data, all areas of Cuyama and New 
Cuyama are DACs.

Race/Ethnicity, Households, and Income

41.9 41.7



24 SANTA BARBARA COUNTY RECREATION MASTER PLAN

While community health data is limited in the Cuyama Valley, CalEnviroScreen indicates that 21 to 30 percent 
of residents have asthma and 0 to 10 percent of residents have from cardiovascular disease (CalEnviroScreen 
2020).

Community Health

As a rural unincorporated area, population growth rates in Cuyama Valley are expected to be relatively 
low between 2021 and 2050, with growth rates decreasing from 2.6 percent to 0.5 percent through 2050. 
This indicates that growth will be slow in both Cuyama and New Cuyama. Collectively, the Cuyama Valley is 
expected to grow by 8.6 percent between 2021 and 2050 (SBCAG 2018).

Growth

Trends for Recreation Planning

�	Growth will be limited in the Cuyama Valley, signaling moderate increase in demand for parks and 
recreation facilities compared to existing conditions.

�	The isolated location of Cuyama Valley indicates that recreation needs must be met locally to serve a 
unique community.

�	With 23.8 percent of residents under 18 years old, local facilities and programs serving school-aged youth 
and teenagers are needed, particularly considering the distance between Cuyama Valley and other urban 
areas.

�	With 32.9 percent of residents over 55 years old, the Cuyama Valley may require added senior programs 
and passive recreational opportunities located in within Cuyama or New Cuyama for ease of access.

�	As a DAC, Cuyama Valley needs free and a�ordable recreation options, including programs for underserved 
youth and seniors.

The isolated location of Cuyama Valley in the far east of Santa Barbara means residents are served by local recreation resources, 
such as the Joseph Centeno Aquatics Center. Photo: Santa Maria Sun
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FIGURE 4.20: AGE DISTRIBUTION IN CUYAMA VALLEY (U.S. Census 2019)
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FIGURE 4.21: RACE/ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTION IN CUYAMA VALLEY (U.S. Census 
2019)
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FIGURE 4.22: POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN LOMPOC VALLEY

CITY OF LOMPOC
Current: 44,188

Projected: 62,069

MISSION HILLS
Current: 3630

Projected: 3,880 

VANDENBERG VILLAGE
Current: 6,988

Projected: 7,469
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Total Population (2019)
54,806

Total Population (2050)
62,069

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
13.3%

Average Household Size
2.84

Total Households
17,883

Percent Under 18 Years Old
24.3%

Median Household Income 
$89,399

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$3,913

Lompoc Valley Planning Area

The Lompoc Valley is centrally located in Santa Barbara County and 
encompasses the City of Lompoc and Vandenberg Village and Mission 
Hills, two mid-sized unincorporated communities. The unincorporated 
communities lie immediately north of the City of Lompoc to form the 
population center of the Lompoc Valley with rural residents in the vicinity. 
Vandenberg Space Force Base lies to the west of this population 
center and separates these communities from the rural northern 
coastline and beaches. Lompoc Valley residents are primarily em-
ployed in the service, retail, manufacturing, and public administra-
tion sectors, particularly related to operations of the nearby Space 
Force Base. For example, 48.3 percent of the City of Lompoc resi-
dents are employed in the services sector and 12.2 percent work in 
the retail trade sector. Unlike surrounding areas in the Santa Maria 
Valley and Santa Ynez Valley, Lompoc Valley residents are not sub-
stantially employed in the agriculture sector. Many Space Force em-
ployees live in the area and on the base; however, as a federal fa-
cility, Vandenberg Space Force Base has its own unique demo-
graphics and recreational needs.



27 DEMOGRAPHICS

FIGURE 4.23: MEDIAN AGES IN LOMPOC VALLEY (U.S. Census 2019)

CITY OF
LOMPOC

VANDENBERG
VILLAGE

MISSION
HILLS

The Lompoc Valley is home to approximately 54,806 residents within the three developed communities. The 
City of Lompoc is the largest population in the Lompoc Valley with 44,188 residents comprising 81 percent 
of the population. At 6,988 residents, Vandenberg Village is about double the size of Mission Hills with 3,630 
residents. Together, these communities comprise approximately 18.2 square miles, with 3,000 people per 
square mile. 

Population

The Lompoc Valley residents have overall median age of 39.2, which is slightly higher than Santa Barbara County, 
and median ages range from 34.8 in the City of Lompoc up to 46.9 in Vandenberg Village. Approximately 24.3 
percent of Lompoc Valley residents (13,318 residents) are children under the age of 18, which is second only 
to Santa Maria Valley as the highest proportion of children in Santa Barbara County. The City of Lompoc and 
Mission Hills have the most children, where the percentage of children is 24.3 percent in both communities. In 
contrast, 39 percent of Vandenberg Village residents and 31 percent of Mission Hills residents are over age 
55 compared to 24.2 percent in the City of Lompoc. 

Age

34.8

46.9

39.2
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Racial and ethnic characteristics vary by community in Lompoc Valley. Lompoc Valley residents predominantly 
identify as Hispanic and White, but there are strong representations from Black and Asian residents in comparison 
to other areas of Santa Barbara County. Lompoc and Vandenberg Village are two of the most racially diverse 
communities in the County with 12.1 percent of Lompoc residents and over 15 percent of Vandenberg Village 
identifying as Black, Asian, Mixed, or Other. There are 17,883 households in the Lompoc Valley and household 
size range from 2.56 in Vandenberg Village to 3.04 in Mission Hills. The average household size in Lompoc 
Valley is 2.84, which is comparable to the countywide average household size of 2.88 but substantially lower that 
other North County communities such as the City of Guadalupe (3.93) and the City of Santa Maria (3.73). With 
a median household income of $89,399, Lompoc Valley exceeds the countywide median household income, 
but there is variation between the individual communities. While Vandenberg Village�s median household 
income is $89,300 and Mission Hills median household income is $102,970, the City of Lompoc has a median 
household income of $53,309, which is one of the lowest income levels in the County. Annual spending on 
recreation and entertainment also vary widely, from $2,673 in the City of Lompoc to $4,956 in Mission Hills with 
a median of $3,913 throughout the Lompoc Valley. Considering a combination of income and demographic 
data, there are DAC and SDAC neighborhoods in the City of Lompoc, near State Route 1 and State Route 
246.

Race/Ethnicity, Households, and Income

Regarding community health indicators, 15 percent or more Lompoc Valley residents have diabetes or 
prediabetes, the highest in the County. Further, over 25 percent of residents are obese and 15 percent or more 
are physically inactive. More than 10 percent of residents have received a diagnosis of depression, which is 
linked to physical inactivity among other associations (Cottage Health 2016). 

Community Health

Population growth rates in Lompoc Valley are expected to be moderate between 2021 and 2050, with growth 
rates decreasing from 4.9 percent to 0.5 percent through 2050. This indicates that growth will be stronger 
through 2030 then taper o� through 2050. Growth through 2050 would be greatest in the City of Lompoc with 
a total increase in population of 14.8 percent. Population in Mission Hills and Vandenberg Village is projected 
to increase by 6.9 percent through 2050. Collectively, the Lompoc Valley is expected to growth by 13.3 percent 
between 2021 and 2050 to reach approximately 62,069 residents (SBCAG 2018).

Growth

CITY OF LOMPOC
UNINCORPORATED AREAS

FIGURE 4.24: GROWTH RATES IN SANTA MARIA VALLEY (SBCAG 2018)
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Trends for Recreation Planning

� The Lompoc Valley is projected to grow by 13.3 percent, the second highest growth projection in Santa 
Barbara County behind the Santa Maria Valley, signi�cantly increasing demand for parks and recreation 
facilities.

� With 24.3 percent of residents under 18 years old, Lompoc Valley has continuous need for active recreation
such as playgrounds, ball�elds, and active recreation programming.

� With 39 percent of Vandenberg Village residents and 31 percent of Mission Hills residents over age 
55, these communities may require added senior programs and passive recreational opportunities located 
locally for ease of access.

� With the City of Lompoc and Mission Hills exhibiting larger household sizes, Lompoc Valley needs facilities
for family recreational spaces suitable for multi-generational households with children.

� With the several DACs and one of the lowest median incomes in Santa Barbara County, the City of Lompoc
needs free and a�ordable recreation options, including programs for underserved youth.

� With high rates of diabetes and obesity, Lompoc Valley needs attractive, widespread, and easily accessible
options to use recreation and active transportation as daily exercise.

VANDENBERG SFB

Total Population (2019) 
5,441

Total Population (2050) 
6,525

Population Increase (2019 - 2050) 
19.9%

Average Household Size 
2.75

Total Households 
1,975

Percent Under 18 Years Old 
23.1%

Median Household Income 
$97,996

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$3,905 *U.S. Census respondents are asked about race and Hispanic origin as separate options.
Hispanic indicates a person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or 
other Spanish culture or origin regardless of race.

*
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City of Lompoc

Sports �elds and programs are needed in 
the City of Lompoc to meet the needs of 
children under 18 years old, which comprise 
nearly 25 percent of City residents. 

Photo: Lompoc Record

Total Population (2019)
44,188

Total Population (2050)
50,720

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
14.8%

Average Household Size
2.91

Total Households
13,968

Percent Under 18 Years Old
24.3%

Median Household Income 
$53,309

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$2,673

The City of Lompoc has 44,188 residents and is the only incorporated 
city in the Lompoc Valley. The City of Lompoc is projected to grow by 
14.8 percent to reach 50,720 residents by 2050 (U.S. Census 2019; 
SBCAG 2018).

The median age in the City of Lompoc is 34.8, which is 12.6 percent 
lower than the median age of Lompoc Valley. Approximately 24.3 
percent of the population (10,738 residents) are children under the 
age of 18. A large portion are young children (0 years to 14 years 
old) at 20.5 percent, compared to 18.1 percent in the County. Seniors 
over 55 comprise 24.1 percent (10,649 residents), a comparable 
proportion to the countywide average of 27.3 percent seniors. The 
largest age group is middle aged (35 years to 54 years old) at 25.5 
percent (U.S. Census 2019).

Approximately 56.3 percent of City of Lompoc residents identify as 
Hispanic, 31.6 percent identify as White, and 12.1 percent identify 
as Asian, Black, Mixed, or Other. With 13,968 households, the City of 
Lompoc has an average of 2.91 persons per household, which slightly 
exceeds the County�s average of 2.88. The City of Lompoc�s median 
household income of $53,309 is 38.1 percent less than the County�s 
median income and 67.7 percent less than the median income of the 
Lompoc Valley. In 2019, City of Lompoc residents spent an annual 
average of $2,673 on recreation and entertainment, which is the least 
for the Lompoc Valley (U.S. Census 2019). The several neighborhoods 
in the City of Lompoc are considered DACs considering age and 
income characteristics.

Trends for Recreation Planning

� Population growth in Lompoc is projected to be 14.8 percent by 
2050, which indicates a strong increase in demand for parks 
and recreation facilities.

� Nearly 25 percent of Lompoc�s residents are seniors over 55 
years old who may require recreation amenities and senior-fo-
cused programming that support active lifestyles and community 
engagement.

� Targeted recreation planning for underserved neighborhoods 
may be needed in Lompoc, including DACs and senior communities.
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FIGURE 4.25: AGE DISTRIBUTION IN LOMPOC (U.S. Census 2019)
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FIGURE 4.26: RACE/ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF LOMPOC (U.S. Census 
2019)
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FIGURE 4.27: POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN SANTA YNEZ VALLEY
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CITY OF SOLVANG
Current: 5,761

Projected: 6,298

LOS ALAMOS
Current: 1,422

Projected: 1,520

SANTA YNEZ
Current: 4,836

Projected: 5,169 CITY OF BUELLTON
Current: 5,441

Projected: 6,525 

LOS OLIVOS
Current: 1,190

Projected: 1,272

Total Population (2019)
19,157

Total Population (2050)
21,326

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
11.3%

Average Household Size
2.61

Total Households
7,582

Percent Under 18 Years Old
19.7%

Median Household Income 
$108,005

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$5,171

Santa Ynez Valley Planning Area

The Santa Ynez Valley lies east of the Santa Ynez Mountains in the heart 
of Santa Barbara County. The Santa Ynez Valley encompasses the 
City of Buellton, the City of Solvang, and the four small unincorporated 
towns of Santa Ynez, Ballard, Los Olivos, and Los Alamos. fall 
within the Santa Ynez River watershed while Los Alamos lies more 
than 10 miles to the north in the San Antonio Creek watershed. 
These communities are bordered by rural agricultural land and each 
is typically separated from neighboring communities by several 
miles.

The City of Solvang and Santa Ynez lie nearest one another and on 
either side of the Santa Ynez Reservation of the Santa Ynez Band of 
Chumash Mission Indians. Santa Ynez Valley residents are employed 
primarily in services, retail, �nances, real estate, and manufacturing, 
as well as agriculture (U.S. Census 2019).
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BALLARD
Current: 507

Projected: 542 
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Approximately 19,157 people reside in the developed communities of the Santa Ynez Valley. The cities are the 
largest communities and equally sized with nearly 6,000 residents each. Santa Ynez is the largest of the four 
unincorporated towns with 4,836 residents, followed by Los Alamos with 1,422 residents, Los Olivos with 1,190 
residents, and Ballard with 507 residents. The size of each community in the Santa Ynez Valley varies widely, 
with the City of Solvang, the City of Buellton, and Los Olivos contained within approximately 2 square miles 
each, Santa Ynez covering about 5 square miles, and Los Alamos including over 11 square miles. Ballard is 
the smallest and oldest community in Santa Ynez Valley, including a little more than a square mile. With these 
variations, population density varies as well, but is generally low throughout the Santa Ynez Valley (U.S. Census 
2019).

Population

The Santa Ynez Valley has an overall median age of 48.4, which is substantially higher than Santa Barbara 
County. The median age in Santa Ynez, Los Olivos, and Ballard is approximately 50 while that in Los Alamos 
is slightly lower at 40.7. While also lower, the median ages in the City of Buellton and the City of Solvang, 
40.2 and 46.5, respectively, are substantially higher than the County and surrounding areas in Santa Maria 
Valley and Cuyama Valley. On average, 19.7 percent of Santa Ynez Valley residents are children under 18 
years old. Los Alamos is the youngest community in Santa Ynez Valley with 23.9 percent residents under 18 
years old. In Santa Ynez, Los Olivos, and Ballard, 42 to 45 percent are over the age of 55, and Los Olivos 
has the lowest portion of children (17.9 percent) in the Santa Ynez Valley (U.S. Census 2019).

Age

FIGURE 4.28: MEDIAN AGES IN SANTA YNEZ VALLEY (U.S. Census 2019)
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Racial and ethnic characteristics are relatively consistent between the communities of Santa Ynez Valley. 
Residents of Santa Ynez, Los Olivos and Ballard identify as 70 to 80 percent White and generally less than 20 
percent identifying as Hispanic. Similarly, residents of the two cities are predominantly White and Hispanic. Los 
Alamos residents identify as 51.2 percent White and 39.6 percent Hispanic. There are 7,582 households in the 
Santa Ynez Valley with household sizes ranging from 2.39 in both the City of Solvang and Los Olivos to 3.01 in 
Los Alamos. The average household size in Santa Ynez Valley is 2.61, which is slightly less than the countywide 
average household size of 2.88. Median household income in Santa Ynez Valley is 31.9 percent higher than the 
County, and nearly every community has a median household income that greatly exceeds the County median. 
The City of Solvang is the only median household income level that is lower than the County median, but it is 
very comparable. Annual spending on recreation and entertainment is also comparatively high, ranging from 
$3,905 in the City of Buellton to $6,599 in Los Olivos with an average of $5,171 throughout the Santa Ynez 
Valley (U.S. Census 2019). There are no DAC and SDAC neighborhoods in the Santa Ynez Valley.

Race/Ethnicity, Households, and Income

Regarding community health indicators, 9.9 percent or fewer residents in the Santa Ynez Valley have diabetes 
or prediabetes, one of the lowest rates in Santa Barbara County and similar to the South Coast. Further, under 
19.9 percent of residents are obese and 10 to 14.9 percent are physically inactive, which indicates better 
community health and more active lifestyles in Santa Ynez Valley compared to Santa Maria Valley and Lompoc 
Valley. Fewer than 5.9 percent of residents have received a diagnosis of depression, which is linked to physical 
inactivity among other associations (Cottage Health 2016). 

Community Health

Population growth rates in Santa Ynez Valley are expected to be generally low between 2021 and 2050, with 
growth rates decreasing from 4.2 percent to 0.5 percent through 2050 in di�erent communities. Notably, the 
City of Buellton is anticipated to grow steadily by between 3.8 percent and 4.2 percent through 2040 before 
growth begins to slow. Other communities would see low growth over the same period. Collectively, the Santa 
Ynez Valley is expected to growth by 11.3 percent between 2021 and 2050 to reach approximately 21,326 
residents (SBCAG 2018).

Growth

CITY OF BUELLTON
CITY OF SOLVANG

FIGURE 4.29: GROWTH RATES IN SANTA YNEZ VALLEY (SBCAG 2018)
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Trends for Recreation Planning

�	Generally slow growth in the Santa Ynez Valley indicates a moderate potential for increasing demand for 
parks and recreation facilities, except in the City of Buellton where residential growth may substantially 
increase demand for and diversity of recreation facilities.

�	The communities in Santa Ynez Valley are generally autonomous and separated from one another, which 
indicates that recreation needs must be met locally to serve the unique needs of each community.

�	With nearly half residents in Ballard, Santa Ynez, and Los Olivos are over age 55, these communities may 
seek more passive recreational opportunities such as hiking trails, passive parks, or open space and senior 
recreational programs.

�	With over 20 percent under 18 years old in Los Alamos and the City of Buellton, these communities 
will require expanded access to active recreation such as playgrounds, ball�elds, and active recreation 
programming.

Photo: Santa Ynez Valley News
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City of Buellton

River View Park in Buellton is popular 
recreation venue for regional festivals and 
activities, including Easter egg hunts, the 
Buellton Brew Fest, and the Santa Barbara 
Vintners Festival.

Source: SYV News 

Total Population (2019)
5,441

Total Population (2050)
6,525

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
19.9%

Average Household Size
2.75

Total Households
1,975

Percent Under 18 Years Old
23.1%

Median Household Income 
$97,996

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$3,905

The City of Buellton is home to 5,441 residents and is the smallest 
incorporated city in Santa Barbara County. However, the City of 
Buellton is projected to grow by 19.9 percent to reach 6,525 residents 
by 2050 (U.S. Census 2019; SBCAG 2018). This projected growth will 
comprise the majority of the population growth in Santa Ynez Valley.

The median age of City of Buellton residents is 40.2, which is 20.4 
percent lower than the median age of Santa Ynez Valley. The City of 
Buellton�s median age is substantially lower than the adjacent City of 
Solvang (46.8) or the nearby unincorporated town of Santa Ynez (50.8). 
Children under the age of 18 comprise 23.1 percent of the population 
(1,257 residents) and 18.9 percent are young children (0 years to 14 
years old), which is comparable to the County (18.1 percent). Seniors 
over 55 comprise 30.2 percent (1,643 residents), which is the largest 
age group in the City and similar to the countywide average of 27.3 
percent seniors. (U.S. Census 2019).

Approximately 63.3 percent of City of Buellton residents identify as 
White, 32.4 percent identify as Hispanic, and 4.0 percent identify as 
Asian, Black, Mixed, or Other. The City of Buellton has an average 
household size of 2.75, which is similar to the County�s average of 
2.88, within 1,975 households. With a median income of $97,996, 
the City of Buellton has the highest median household income of 
any city in Santa Barbara County, but is substantially lower than 
nearby unincorporated communities. The City of Buellton exceeds the 
County�s median income by 24.9 percent but is 10.2 percent less 
than the median income of the Santa Ynez Valley. In 2019, City of 
Buellton residents spent an annual average of $3,905 on recreation 
and entertainment, which is the least for the Santa Ynez Valley (U.S. 
Census 2019). There are no areas within the City of Buellton that are 
considered DACs.

Trends for Recreation Planning

�	The City of Buellton is projected to grow by 19.9 percent by 2050, 
the second highest total growth for any city in Santa Barbara 
County, which would signi�cantly increase demand for parks and 
recreation facilities.

�	With 30.2 percent of residents over 55 years old, the City of Buellton 
has a strong need for recreational facilities that are focused on 
seniors, such as passive recreational spaces, open spaces, and 
senior recreational programming.

�	With 23.1 percent of residents under 18 years old, the City of 
Buellton needs to ensure adequate playgrounds, ball�elds, and 
active recreation programming.



37 DEMOGRAPHICS

FIGURE 4.30: AGE DISTRIBUTION IN BUELLTON (U.S. Census 2019)
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FIGURE 4.31: RACE/ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF BUELLTON (U.S. Census 
2019)
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City of Solvang

Sports �elds and programs are needed in 
the City of Solvang to meet the needs of 
children under 18 years old, which com-
prise nearly 20 percent of City residents.

Photo: Santa Maria Times

Total Population (2019)
5,761

Total Population (2050)
6,298

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
9.3%

Average Household Size
2.39

Total Households
2,377

Percent Under 18 Years Old
18.7%

Median Household Income 
$71,952

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$3,970

The City of Solvang is the second smallest city in Santa Barbara County 
with 5,761 residents. Growth in Solvang is projected to be relatively 
low with a total increase of 9.3 percent to reach 6,298 residents by 
2050 (U.S. Census 2019; SBCAG 2018).

Residents in the City of Solvang are generally older, with a median 
age of 46.5, which is similar to the median age of 48.4 in the Santa 
Ynez Valley. Seniors over 55 comprise 39.1 percent (2,253 residents), 
which greatly exceeds the countywide average of 27.3 percent seniors. 
Seniors are the largest age group in the City of Solvang, followed by 
middle aged residents (35 years to 54 years old) at 23.2 percent. 
Approximately 18.7 percent of the population (1,077 residents) are 
children under the age of 18 and 15.0 percent are young children (0 
years to 14 years old), compared to 18.1 percent in the County (U.S. 
Census 2019).

Approximately 71.4 percent of City of Solvang residents identify as 
White, 10.2 percent identify as Hispanic, and 18.4 percent identify 
as Asian, Black, Mixed, or Other. With 2,377 households, the City 
of Solvang has an average of 2.39 persons per household, which 
is substantially less than the County�s average of 2.88. The City of 
Solvang�s median income of $71,952 is comparable to the County, 
but is the lowest median household income and 50.1 percent less 
than in Santa Ynez Valley. In 2019, City of Solvang residents spent 
an annual average of $3,970 on recreation and entertainment (U.S. 
Census 2019). There are no areas within the City of Solvang that are 
considered DACs, factoring demographic and income characteristics.

Trends for Recreation Planning

� The City of Solvang is projected to grow by 9.3 percent by 2050, 
indicating an increase demand for parks and recreation facilities.

� With nearly 40 percent of residents over 55 years old, the City of 
Solvang has a high demand for recreation amenities focused on 
seniors, such as passive recreational spaces, open spaces, and 
senior recreational programming.

� With 18.7 percent of residents under 18 years old, the City of 
Solvang will continue to experience demands for playgrounds, 
ball�elds, and active recreation programming.
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FIGURE 4.32: AGE DISTRIBUTION IN SOLVANG (U.S. Census 2019)
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FIGURE 4.33: RACE/ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF SOLVANG (U.S. Census 
2019)
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FIGURE 4.34: POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN THE SOUTH COAST

GAVIOTA COAST
Current: 824

Projected: 874

P O P U L AT I O N
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Total Population (2019)
207,706

Total Population (2050)
221,785

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
6.8%

Average Household Size
2.55

Total Households
81,207

Percent Under 18 Years Old
16.8%

Median Household Income 
$92,195

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$4,923

ISLA VISTA
Current: 24,696

Projected: 26,188 

GOLETA
Current: 32,413

Projected: 34,884

South Coast Planning Area

The South Coast is the most populated region of Santa Barbara 
County with approximately 208,530 residents within its developed 
communities, comprising 46.3 percent of Santa Barbara County 
residents. As the County seat, the City of Santa Barbara has the largest 
population in the South Coast with 92,034 residents. The City of Santa 
Barbara is surrounded by unincorporated populations in Montecito 
(9,235 residents) to the east, Mission Canyon (2,344 residents) to the 
north, and Eastern Goleta Valley (30,071 residents) to the west. The 

The South Coast of Santa Barbara County lies within a long, thin stretch 
of coastal terrace below the Santa Ynez Mountains from Gaviota in the 
west to Ventura County in the east. The South Coast encompasses the 
City of Goleta, the City of Santa Barbara, and the City of Carpinteria 
with several small to mid-sized unincorporated communities of 
Gaviota, Isla Vista, Eastern Goleta Valley, Mission Canyon, Montecito, 
Summerland, and Toro Canyon. These communities are tightly woven 
to create a nearly contiguous coastal community, with the Gaviota 
Coast providing a rural coastline between the City of Goleta and 
the Santa Ynez Valley. South Coast residents are employed in a wide 
variety of sectors, including services, retail, manufacturing, construction, 
transportation, utilities, and �nance/real estate (U.S. Census 2019). The 
University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB), located near Isla Vista 
and the City of Goleta, has a strong in�uence on local demographic 
characteristics, particularly in Isla Vista where 34 percent of UCSB 
students reside (UCSB 2020).

Population
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TORO CANYON
Current: 1,598

Projected: 1,695

MISSION CANYON
Current: 2,344

Projected: 2,486

CARPINTERIA
Current: 13,811

Projected: 14,602 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
Current: 92,034

Projected: 98,655

EASTERN GOLETA VALLEY
Current: 30,071

Projected: 31,888 
SUMMERLAND
Current: 1,504

Projected: 1,595

MONTECITO
Current: 9,235

Projected: 9,793

South Coast residents have an overall median age of 45.3, which is high compared to Santa Barbara County. 
However, by community, the South Coast has the most diverse age range in the County, from a median age of 
54.3 in Mission Canyon (the highest in the County) and 53.6 in Montecito to 37.4 in the City of Goleta and 21.4 
in Isla Vista (the lowest in the County). Approximately 16.9 percent of South Coast residents (35,242 residents) 
are children under the age of 18, which is the lowest proportion of children in Santa Barbara County. Isla Vista, 
Summerland, and Montecito have the lowest proportion of children at 4.6 percent, 12.7 percent, and 14.6 
percent, respectively.  The three South Coast cities have the highest proportion of children with 19.3 percent 
in the City of Goleta, 17.6 percent in the City of Santa Barbara, and 19.9 percent in the City of Carpinteria. 
In contrast, Summerland, Toro Canyon, Montecito, and Mission Canyon have between 43.8 percent and 49.0 
percent of residents that are over age 55 compared to 29.7 percent in the City of Santa Barbara, 32.7 percent 
in the City of Carpinteria, and 28.7 percent in the City of Goleta. 

Age

City of Goleta, with 32,413 residents, is the western most incorporated area in the South Coast and lies adjacent 
to the blu� top community of Isla Vista, which is home to 24,696 residents in approximately 1.8 square miles. To 
the east, the two small unincorporated communities of Summerland (1,504 residents) and Toro Canyon (1,598 
residents) lie between Montecito and the City of Carpinteria�s 13,811 residents.  

Racial and ethnic characteristics vary by community in the South Coast. South Coast residents predominantly 
identify as White and Hispanic but there are strong representations from Black, Asian, and Mixed residents 
in comparison to other areas of Santa Barbara County. For example, in Isla Vista 20.4 percent of residents 
identify as Asian, the largest proportion in Santa Barbara County, and 3.1 percent identify as Black. Montecito 
and Mission Canyon are the least racially diverse communities in the South Coast with 91.6 percent and 91.4 
percent identifying as White, respectively. There are 81,505 households in the South Coast with an average 
household size of 2.57, which is comparable to the countywide average household size of 2.88. Average 

Race/Ethnicity, Households, and Income
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Regarding community health indicators, 9.9 percent or fewer residents in the South Coast have diabetes or 
prediabetes, one of the lowest rates in Santa Barbara County and similar to Santa Ynez Valley. Further, under 
19.9 percent of residents are obese and 10 to 14.9 percent are physically inactive, which indicates better 
community health and more active lifestyles in the South Coast compared to Santa Maria Valley and Lompoc 
Valley. Between 6.0 percent and 9.9 percent of residents have received a diagnosis of depression, which is 
linked to physical inactivity among other associations, in areas from Gaviota to Toro Canyon; however, 10 
percent or more of residents in the City of Carpinteria have received a diagnosis of depression, similar to 
Lompoc Valley (Cottage Health 2016). 

Community Health

FIGURE 4.35: MEDIAN AGES IN SOUTH COAST (U.S. Census 2019)

37.4

household sizes range from 2.11 in Summerland and 2.33 in Mission Canyon up to 2.76 in the Gaviota Coast 
and 3.10 in Isla Vista. With a median household income of $89,322, the South Coast exceeds the countywide 
median household income, but there is wide variation between individual communities. In the cities, median 
household incomes range from $110,199 in Carpinteria to $117,708 in Goleta. In unincorporated communities, 
median household incomes are typically higher, including $144,133 in Mission Canyon, $112,507 in Eastern 
Goleta Valley, $106,030 in Toro Canyon, and $166,746 in Montecito, the highest in Santa Barbara County. 
Uniquely, Summerland, with a median household income of $77,707, is similar to the County, but Isla Vista 
is $25,300, the lowest median household income in Santa Barbara County. Annual spending on recreation 
and entertainment also vary widely, from $1,460 in Isla Vista (the lowest in the County) to $8,051 in Montecito 
(the highest in the County) with an average spending of $4,885 throughout the South Coast. Considering a 
combination of income and demographic data, there are DAC and SDAC neighborhoods in the Eastern 
Goleta Valley, the City of Santa Barbara, the City of Carpinteria, the City of Goleta, and Isla Vista.
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Population growth rates in South Coast are projected to be the lowest in the County between 2021 and 
2050, with growth rates decreasing from 2.3 percent to 0.4 percent through 2050. However, even with low 
growth rates, growth will be greatest between 2020 and 2030, then taper o� through 2050. Growth through 
2050 would be greatest in the City of Goleta with a total increase in population of 7.2 percent. The City of 
Carpinteria would grow by 5.7 percent, the lowest total growth in the County. The unincorporated communities 
would conservatively grow by up to 6 percent, but that growth is not expected to occur uniformly. Collectively, 
the South Coast is expected to growth by 6.8 percent between 2021 and 2050 to reach approximately 222,659 
residents (SBCAG 2018). 

Growth

Trends for Recreation Planning

�	The South Coast is projected to grow by 6.8 percent, the lowest growth projection in Santa Barbara County. 
However, considering the total population increase of 14,129 residents, the South Coast may experience a 
signi�cant increase in demand for parks and recreation facilities.

�	The South Coast may have a relatively low proportion of children under the age of 18 (16.9 percent), but in 
terms of total population, the South Coast has the most children in the County (35,242 residents), indicating 
an ongoing need for active recreation such as playgrounds, ball�elds, and active recreation programming, 
particularly in the cities.

�	With the second highest median age in the County (45.3) and between 43.8 and 49 percent of residents 
in several unincorporated communities over 55 years old, the South Coast may require added senior 
programs and passive recreational opportunities located in the cities and centrally located communities for 
ease of access.

�	Isla Vista is demographically unique from the South Coast and Santa Barbara County with the lowest 
median household income, lowest median age, and one of the higher average household sizes, indicating 
a unique need for recreation facilities and programs.

�	With the several DACs and SDACs in half the communities in the South Coast, free and a�ordable recreation 
options, including programs for underserved youth, are needed.

CITY OF GOLETA
CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

UNINCORPORATED AREAS

FIGURE 4.36: GROWTH RATES IN SOUTH COAST (SBCAG 2018)
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City of Goleta

With a diversity of age groups and a growing 
population, the City of Goleta will continue to 
need active parks and recreation programs 
for young and old.

Photo: Noozhawk

Total Population (2019)
32,413

Total Population (2050)
34,884

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
7.6%

Average Household Size
2.73

Total Households
11,783

Percent Under 18 Years Old
19.3%

Median Household Income 
$92,195

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$4,270

The City of Goleta has 32,413 residents, the second largest city in the 
South Coast. The City of Goleta is projected to grow by 7.6 percent 
by 2050, the largest increase in the South Coast, to reach 34,884 
residents by 2050 (U.S. Census 2019; SBCAG 2018).

The median age in the City of Goleta is 37.4, which is 20.9 percent 
lower than the median age of the South Coast. Approximately 19.3 
percent of the population (6,256 residents) are children under the age 
of 18 with 16.0 percent as young children (0 years to 14 years old). 
Seniors over 55 comprise 28.7 percent (9,303 residents), a comparable 
proportion to the countywide average of 27.3 percent seniors and the 
largest age group is in the City of Goleta (U.S. Census 2019).

Approximately 51.8 percent of City of Goleta residents identify as 
White, 34.7 percent identify as Hispanic, and 13.5 percent identify 
as Asian, Black, Mixed, or Other. The City of Goleta has 11,783 
households with an average of 2.73 persons per household, which 
is slightly less than the County�s average of 2.88. The City of Goleta�s 
median household income of $92,195 is one of the highest for cities 
in Santa Barbara County and is 20.2 percent more than the County�s 
median income and very similar to the median income of the South 
Coast. In 2019, City of Goleta residents spent an annual average of 
$4,270 on recreation and entertainment (U.S. Census 2019). There 
are two DACs in the City of Goleta, considering demographic and 
income characteristics.

Trends for Recreation Planning

� The City of Goleta is projected to grow by 7.6 percent by 2050, the 
most growth in the South Coast, signalling an increased demand 
for parks and recreation facilities over time.

� While most residents in the City of Goleta are seniors (28.7 
percent), there are strong proportions of children and young 
adults, indicating an ongoing need for a balanced and diverse 
recreation program that meets a wide range of needs.

� With the several DACs and SDACs in City of Goleta neighborhoods, 
free and a�ordable recreation options, including programs for 
underserved youth and seniors, will be needed.
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FIGURE 4.37: AGE DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF GOLETA (U.S. Census 2019)
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FIGURE 4.38: RACE/ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF GOLETA (U.S. Census 
2019)
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City of Santa Barbara

The City of Santa Barbara has a median 
age of 38.1, indicating a wide range of 
recreation needs, from youth sports, adult 
recreation, and senior active living.

Photo: Noozhawk

Total Population (2019)
32,034

Total Population (2050)
38,655

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
7.2%

Average Household Size
2.45

Total Households
36,778

Percent Under 18 Years Old
17.6%

Median Household Income 
$78,945

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$4,165

The City of Santa Barbara is the South Coast population hub of the 
County with 92,034 residents. It is the second largest City in the County 
and is a major tourist attraction, bringing in thousands of visitors each 
year to its coastline. The City of Santa Barbara is projected to grow by 
7.2 percent by 2050 to reach 98,655 residents by 2050 (U.S. Census 
2019; SBCAG 2018).

The City of Santa Barbara�s median age of 38.2 is slightly higher 
than the County�s median of 35.1. Of the South Coast cities, the City 
of Santa Barbara has the lowest proportion of children under 18 
years old at 17.6 percent; however, this proportion is relatively high 
compared to the adjoining unincorporated communities of Montecito, 
Mission Canyon, and Eastern Goleta Valley. Seniors over 55 years old 
represent 29.7 percent of City of Santa Barbara residents, the largest 
age group in the City, but compared to surrounding communities, the 
City of Santa Barbara is generally younger.

Approximately 56.2 percent of City of Santa Barbara residents identify 
as White, 36.50 percent identify as Hispanic, and 7.4 percent identify 
as Asian, Black, Mixed, or Other. With 36,778 households, the City of 
Santa Barbara has an average of 2.45 persons per household, which 
is less than the County�s average of 2.88. The City of Santa Barbara�s 
median household income of $78,945 is 6.8 percent more than the 
County�s median income and 13.0 percent less than the median 
income of the South Coast. In 2019, City of Santa Barbara residents 
spent an annual average of $4,165 on recreation and entertainment 
(U.S. Census 2019). Based on demographics and income, there are 
several DACs and SDACs within the City, including in the northwest 
corner of City limits near the junction of U.S. Route 101 and State 
Route 154 and lining Route 101 throughout the entire City, mostly 
north of the highway.

Trends for Recreation Planning

� The City of Santa Barbara is projected to grow by 7.2 percent by
2050, increasing demand for parks and recreation facilities.

� With 29.7 percent of residents over 55 years old, recreation 
planning needs to consider unique needs of seniors for passive 
recreation and active lifestyles.

� With 17.6 percent of residents under 18 years old, the City of Santa 
Barbara will continue to need active parks and youth-focused 
recreation programs.

� With the several DACs and SDACs in City of Santa Barbara 
neighborhoods, free and a�ordable recreation options, including 
programs for underserved youth and seniors, will be needed.
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FIGURE 4.39: AGE DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF SANTA BARBARA (U.S. Census 
2019)

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION

AG
E 

G
RO

UP

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION

RA
CE

/E
TH

N
IC

IT
Y

FIGURE 4.40: RACE/ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF SANTA BARBARA (U.S. 
Census 2019)
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City of Carpinteria

The City of Carpinteria�s small but diverse 
population will continue to require facilities 
for active lifestyles.

Photo: Independent

Total Population (2019)
13,811

Total Population (2050)
14,602

Population Increase (2019 - 2050)
5.7%

Average Household Size
2.74

Total Households
5,027

Percent Under 18 Years Old
19.9%

Median Household Income 
$79,291

Average Annual $ Spent on 
Entertainment/Recreation

$4,051

The City of Carpinteria is the smallest incorporated city in the South 
Coast with 13,811 residents. Population is projected to increase by 
5.7 percent by 2050, the smallest proportion of projected population 
growth in the South Coast, to reach 14,602 residents by 2050 (U.S. 
Census 2019; SBCAG 2018).

The median age of 41.0 in the City of Carpinteria is the highest of 
the South Coast�s incorporated cities, but is 10 percent lower than 
the median age of the South Coast and is similar to the cities of 
Buellton, Goleta, and Santa Barbara. Approximately 19.9 percent of 
the population (2,748 residents) are children under the age of 18 with 
16.5 percent as young children (0 years to 14 years old). Seniors over 
55 comprise 32.7 percent (4,516 residents) as the largest age group 
in the City of Carpinteria (U.S. Census 2019).

The City of Carpinteria has the highest proportion of residents who 
identify as Hispanic in the South Coast. Approximately 49.0 percent 
of City of Carpinteria residents identify as White, 45.0 percent identify 
as Hispanic, and 6.1 percent identify as Asian, Black, Mixed, or Other. 
Within 5,027 households, the City of Carpinteria has an average of 2.74 
persons per household, which is similar to the other two cities in the 
South Coast and slightly less than the County�s average of 2.88. With 
a median household income of $79,291, the City of Carpinteria is very 
similar to the median income of Santa Barbara County, but notably 
less than that of the South Coast. In 2019, City of Carpinteria residents 
spent an annual average of $4,051 on recreation and entertainment 
(U.S. Census 2019). There are is one DAC neighborhood in the City 
of Carpinteria located near the beach neighborhood, adjacent to the 
Carpinteria Salt Marsh Reserve. There are also several households 
below the poverty level in the City, including a�ordable housing and 
mobile home parks.

Trends for Recreation Planning

� The City of Carpinteria is projected to grow by 5.7 percent by 
2050, the lowest growth in the South Coast, indicating a low to 
moderate increase in demand for parks and recreation facilities.

� While most residents in the City of Carpinteria are seniors (32.7 
percent), there are strong proportions of children and young 
adults, indicating an ongoing need for a balanced and diverse 
recreation program that meets a wide range of needs.

� With a relatively low median household income and DACs in City 
of Carpinteria neighborhoods, free and a�ordable recreation 
options, including programs for underserved youth and seniors, 
will be needed.



49

FIGURE 4.41: AGE DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF CARPINTERIA (U.S. Census 2019)
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FIGURE 4.42: RACE/ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTION IN CITY OF CARPINTERIA (U.S. 
Census 2019)
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