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Community Engagement & 
Recreation Surveys

Community needs and ideas for recreation in Santa Barbara County



Community Engagement Toolbox



Community 
Recreation Surveys

Over 2 years, the County collected nearly 8,000 survey 
responses documenting community input to indicate 
where and how recreation improvements are needed.

Recreation Survey Kids Survey Target Community Survey

Dates Used Oct. 2020 to July 2022 Oct. 2020 to July 
2022 March 2022 to July 2022

Purpose

Collect recreation 
trends, needs, location 
and demographic data 

from all county 
communities.

Asked kids for their 
ideas and ages.

Working with community 
partners and internship 

program, target Spanish-
speaking and disadvantaged 
communities that were not 
being reached by the full 

survey.
Format Online and print Online and print Print only

Total Responses 
Collected 5,822 875 1,299







How often does 
the community 
go out for 
recreation, 
sports, exercise, 
or play?

Everyday
35%

Several times a 
week
50%

Once a week
12%

Never
3%

Frequency of Recreation Countywide









Top 5 Facility Needs by Region

Santa Maria 
Valley

Mountain bike trails

Pools/splash 
pads/cooling features

Sports complex/soccer 
fields

Disc golf

Pickleball/tennis

Lompoc 
Valley

Sports complex with 
outdoor & indoor sports

Trails and bike paths

Pickleball/tennis

Disc golf

Skate/BMX

Santa Ynez 
Valley

Hiking & horse trails

Sports complex with 
fields/courts

Pickleball/tennis

Camping

Volleyball

Cuyama 
Valley

Hiking & horse trails

Playgrounds

Sports fields & courts

Dog park

Pickleball

South 
Coast

Biking, hiking, and horse 
trails & paths

Creative/interactive 
playgrounds

Aquatic center/splash 
pads/cooling features

Sports fields & courts

Disc golf
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Recreation Survey  Results  
Countywide Results  
Q2: What have been your favorite form(s) of recreation during the 
pandemic?  
Word Percentage Number of Respondents 
Walking 41.58% 2061 
Hiking 39.94% 1980 
Biking 23.06% 1143 
Riding 16.99% 842 
Beach 16.24% 805 
Parks 8.98% 445 
Running 8.11% 402 
Trails 8.03% 398 
Horseback 5.79% 287 
Golf 5.63% 279 
Swimming 5.53% 274 
Going 5.22% 259 
Mountain 4.94% 245 
Horse 4.70% 233 
Camping 4.44% 220 
Dog 4.40% 218 
Cycling 3.83% 190 
Surfing 3.73% 185 
Disc 3.21% 159 
Bicycling 2.86% 142 
Playing 2.54% 126 
Gardening 2.32% 115 
Tennis 2.22% 110 
Pickleball 2.16% 107 

Q3: How has the pandemic changed the way you play and recreate?  
More time to do outdoor recreation 
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Q4: In the last 2 weeks, how often have you gone out for recreation, sports, 
and outdoor activities?  

 

Q5: What are your 3 favorite recreational or outdoor activities?  
Word Percentage Number of Respondents 
Hiking 54.67% 2,294 
Walking 40.47% 1,698 
Biking 29.31% 1,230 
Beach 19.02% 798 
Riding 16.92% 710 
Swimming 13.97% 568 
Camping 11.22% 471 
Running 10.56% 443 
Golf 7.72% 324 
Park 7.32% 307 
Horseback 7.10% 298 
Surfing 6.03% 253 
Trail 5.82% 244 
Horse 5.10% 214 
Dog 5.00% 210 
Mountain 4.77% 200 
Going 4.69% 197 
Cycling 4.55% 191 
Tennis 4.08% 171 
Gardening 3.62% 152 
Disc 3.53% 148 
Fishing 3.50% 147 
Bicycling 3.46% 145 
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Word Percentage Number of Respondents 
Soccer 3.15% 132 
Picnics 3.07% 129 
Pickleball 2.93% 123 
Playing 2.86% 120 
Playgrounds 2.72% 114 
Basketball 2.34% 98 
Kayaking 2.26% 95 
Bird 2.03% 85 
Sports 1.95% 82 
Watching 1.88% 79 
Ocean 1.53% 64 
Climbing 1.53% ̀ 64 
Volleyball 1.50% 63 
Backpacking 1.43% 60 
Kids 1.36% 57 
Back 1.33% 56 
Skating 1.31% 55 
Baseball 1.31% 55 
Friends 1.29% 54 
Nature 1.24% 52 
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Q6: Where do you like to go for recreation, sports, and outdoor or other 
activities? Choose all that apply.  
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Q15: Please indicate your sex:  

 

Q16: What is your age?  
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Q17: What race do you consider yourself to be (federal categories)?  
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Q18: Do you consider yourself Hispanic or Latino?  

 

Q19: Including yourself, how many people in total live in your household?  
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Q20: What is your combined household income?  
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Q21: Which of these best describes your housing?  

 

Top other responses: duplex (18), ranch (17), ADU (5), rented room house (4), cottage (4), RV (4), 
guest house (3), townhouse (3), homeless (3), studio (6) 
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Santa Maria Valley Results  
Q4: In the last 2 weeks, how often have you gone out for recreation, sports, 
and outdoor activities?  

 

Q5: What are your 3 favorite recreational or outdoor activities?  
Word Percentage Number of Respondents 
Walking 36.27% 305 
Hiking 34.13% 287 
Swimming 15.70% 132 
Biking 10.70% 90 
Camping 9.99% 84 
Beach 8.32% 70 
Running 6.90% 58 
Park 6.90% 58 
Hiking biking 6.30% 53 
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Q6: Where do you like to go for recreation, sports, and outdoor or other 
activities? Choose all that apply.  
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Q13: How do you prefer to get information about events in your community?  
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Q15: Please indicate your sex:  

 

Q16: What is your age?  
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Q17: What race do you consider yourself to be (federal categories)?  

 

Q18: Do you consider yourself Hispanic or Latino?  
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Q19: Including yourself, how many people in total live in your household?  
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Q20: What is your combined household income?  
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Q21: Which of these best  describes your housing?  
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Lompoc Valley Results  
Q4: In the last 2 weeks, how often have you gone out for recreation, sports, 
and outdoor activities?  

 

Q5: What are your 3 favorite recreational or outdoor activities?  
Word Percentage Number of Respondents 
Hiking 45.33% 131 
Walking 39.45% 114 
Camping 24.57% 71 
Beach 18.69% 54 
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Q6: Where do you like to go for recreation, sports, and outdoor or other 
activities? Choose all that apply.  

 













 

Survey Results| Santa Barbara County Recreation Master Plan 38 

Q13: How do you prefer to get information about events in your community?  
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Q15: Please indicate your sex:  

 

Q16: What is your age?  
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Q17: What race do you consider yourself to be (federal categories)?  
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Q18: Do you consider yourself Hispanic or Latino?  

 

Q19: Including yourself, how many people in total live in your household?  
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Q20: What is your combined household income?  
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Q21: Which of these best describes your housing?  
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Santa Ynez Valley Results  
Q4: In the last 2 weeks, how often have you gone out for recreation, sports, 
and outdoor activities?  

 

Q5: What are your 3 favorite recreational or outdoor activities?  
Word Percentage Number of Respondents 
Hiking 49.46% 227 
Walking 32.90% 151 
Horseback riding 19.83% 91 
Biking 17.21% 79 
Swimming 13.94% 64 
Camping 13.51% 62 
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Q6: Where do you like to go for recreation, sports, and outdoor or other 
activities? Choose all that apply.  
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Q13: How do you prefer to get information about events in your community?  
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Q15: Please indicate your sex:  

 

Q16: What is your age?  
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Q17: What race do you consider yourself to be (federal categories)?  
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Q18: Do you consider yourself Hispanic or Latino?  

 

Q19: Including yourself, how many people in total live in your household?  
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Q20: What is your combined household income?  
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Q21: Which of these best describes your housing?  
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Cuyama Valley Results  
Q4: In the last 2 weeks, how often have you gone out for recreation, sports, 
and outdoor activities?  

 

Q5: What are your 3 favorite recreational or outdoor activities?  
Word Percentage Number of Respondents 
Hiking 56.25% 18 
Walking 53.13% 17 
Swimming 34.38% 11 
Biking 28.13% 9 
Camping 9.38% 3 
Basketball 9.38% 3 
Pool 9.38% 3 
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Q6: Where do you like to go for recreation, sports, and outdoor or other 
activities? Choose all that apply.  
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Q13: How do you prefer to get information about events in your community?  
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Q15: Please indicate your sex:  

 

Q16: What is your age?  
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Q17: What race do you consider yourself to be (federal categories)?  

 

Q18: Do you consider yourself Hispanic or Latino?  
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Q19: Including yourself, how many people in total live in your household?  
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Q20: What is your combined household income?  
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Q21: Which of these best describes your housing?  
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South Coast  Results  
Q4: In the last 2 weeks, how often have you gone out for recreation, sports, 
and outdoor activities?  

 

Q5: What are your 3 favorite recreational or outdoor activities?  
Word Percentage Number of Respondents 
Hiking 42.04% 946 
Walking 30.62% 689 
Biking 11.60% 261 
Swimming 10.40% 234 
Running 9.87% 222 
Beach  9.60% 216 
Surfing 8.0% 180 
Hiking biking 7.38% 166 
Camping 5.29% 119 
Beach walks 5.20% 117 
Mountain biking 4.53% 102 
Tennis 4.53% 102 
Cycling 4.27% 96 
Pickleball 3.51% 79 
Horseback riding 3.47% 78 
Bicycling 3.42% 77 
Gardening 3.42% 77 
Picnics 3.29% 74 
Disc golf 3.07% 69 
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Q6: Where do you like to go for recreation, sports, and outdoor or other 
activities? Choose all that apply.  
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Q13: How do you prefer to get information about events in your community?  
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Q15: Please indicate your sex:  

 

Q16: What is your age?  
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Q17: What race do you consider yourself to be (federal categories)?  

 

Q18: Do you consider yourself Hispanic or Latino?  
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Q19: Including yourself, how many people in total live in your household?  
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Q20: What is your combined household income?  
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Q21: Which of these best describes your housing?  
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